
IF IT WALKS LIKE A DUCK, LOOKS LIKE A DUCK, AND SOUNDS 

like a duck - then it’s a duck! Since Gail, Daryl, and I are leaving 

as your pastors at the end of June, some may see us as "lame 

ducks." However, I want to reassure you that we will provide 

the congregation with our full attention in ministry through this transition process. We are still 

available for spiritual and pastoral care, so please call on us for support. 

Some have asked about my new appointment to the First United Methodist Church of  

Canandaigua. Canandaigua is about 40 miles southeast of Rochester in Finger Lakes country.  

The congregation is very similar in size and personality to Williamsville UMC. Just like WUMC,  

they have two Sunday worship services and a strong music ministry. I will be living in the church 

parsonage. If you would like to see pictures of the church and parsonage, ask Denise in the office. 

Yours in Christ, 

Reverend John Wetherwax 
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From Your Pastor 

Sunday, May 3, Youth Sunday in both worship services 

Sunday, May 10, Mothers’ Day and “Festival of the Christian Home” 
celebration in both worship services 

Saturday, May 16, Flower Sale Pickup from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 17, 12:00 p.m., Charge Conference to elect lay leaders 
and committee members 

Monday, May 25, Memorial Day – Church Office Closed 

Saturday, June 6, Chicken BBQ 

Sunday, June 7, 10:00 a.m., Summer Worship Service Hours Begin,  
Only one service until fall 

Sunday, June 7, Forty Fellowship Recognition Sunday 

Sunday, June 14, Church Picnic 

Events and Dates to Remember 

May 2009 



WUMC Charge Conference - May 17 

As part of the laity of Williamsville United Methodist 

Church, we are committed to participate actively and  

support our church through prayers, attendance, gifts,  

and service. Immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship 

service on May 17, we will be holding a Charge Confer-

ence, which is a meeting held once a year to confirm and 

elect the lay leaders and committee members for the  

upcoming year(s). All WUMC members are invited to  

attend the Charge Conference to vote for our new lay  

leaders and show your support for the work and dedication 

they provide our church. 

If you are interested in knowing what the various commit-

tees do, go WUMC’s Web site 

(http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/), 

click the “Leadership Profiles” button 

in the left-hand column, and then se-

lect the “Our Lay Leaders” option. This 

page contains information about the 

roles and responsibilities of each committee. If you have a 

desire to participate on one of 

the committees, please  

contact either Reverend Gail 

Lewis (634-4800) or Dave 

Reichard (636-0350) prior  

to the Charge Conference 

on May 17. In addition, 

nominations will be taken 

from the floor on the day of 

the meeting. 

There are many members of our congregation who live out 

their promise of service by participating as lay leaders or 

committee members. On May 17, WUMC members have 

the opportunity to show their support for our fellow mem-

bers that dedicate a considerable amount of time and ef-

fort to the many committees that keep the church running 

smoothly. 

~ Dave Reichard 

METHODIST MESSENGER 

Master Planning Update    

from the Trustees 

The committee is 

working toward its 

goal of presenting 

a Master Plan for 

the church build-

ings and property 

to the congrega-

tion, although we 

are a little behind 

schedule. 

Since surveying the congregation last 

fall we have hired Architectural  

Resources, a Buffalo architectural com-

pany to help plan different approaches 

to the improvements members said 

they want. A few of the projects com-

pleted by Architectural Resources  

include the renovation of Delaware  

Asbury Methodist Church, the LCo 

Building on Exchange Street, and has 

done work for the Nichols School, 

among other projects. You can visit 

their website at www.archres.com. 

We are working on six areas as part of 

our overall Master Plan: 

A long term roof solution over the 
Narthex/Oakgrove entrance 

Better elevator service 

Improve the outside appearance of 
the church 

Better use of space and improved 
traffic flow inside the church 

More and better parking 

General spruce-up and redecoration 
inside 

Details on each of these items can be 

found on the church Web site by click-

ing the Master Planning icon on the 

Home page. 

We had hoped to have a final report 

ready for the congregation to consider 

by the beginning of April but it is taking 

a little longer that we thought and we 

hope to have our results in the next few 

weeks. Please contact Ed Howard with 

questions or comments. 

~ Ed Howard 

WUMC Leadership and District Conference Updates 

 

ñIf you are interested in 
knowing what the vari-
ous committees do, go 
WUMCôs Web site , 
click the óLeadership 
Profilesô button, and 
then select the óOur Lay 
Leadersô option.ñ 
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òFestival of the Christian Homeó Celebration - May 10 

From May 4 through May 10, the United Methodist Church is celebrating the “Festival of the Christian 

Home.” This Festival is a time of celebration and reflection on God’s loving creation of the family. One  

way we will celebrate the Festival at WUMC is to have every person in a family unit wear something of  

the same color to the worship service on May 10. The item each person chooses to wear can be anything 

from a shirt, pants, tie, or scarf to hair clips – as long as it the color selected by your family! If you are a  

one-person family, then wear either your favorite color or a color that reminds you of someone dear to 

you. So, on May 10 pick a color and come to worship celebrating this loving gift of God – the family. 

Family Life News 

METHODIST MESSENGER 

Affirmation for Families1 

The following “Affirmation for Families” is for reflection.  

If you interested in being a part of the Family Ministries team, 

please contact Kim Weingartner. A first meeting of the Family 

Ministries Team will be scheduled at a time convenient for 

everyone in early June. 

WE BELIEVE that the family is the primary 

community through which persons enter into 

life. Entry is made by diverse means among 

which are birth, adoption, and covenant. 

Through this primary community, persons 

are received in love and given their identity 

and self-worth. Persons are nurtured and 

guided in their growth and understanding of 

their spiritual and cultural heritages. They 

are encouraged to seek their vocation as 

children of God. 

WE BELIEVE that families are communities of 

commitment that are diverse in size, configu-

ration, ethnicity, and culture. We believe 

these families have strengths and gifts that should 

be affirmed, celebrated, and supported. We      

believe that where families are is where the church 

needs to be. 

WE BELIEVE the mission of the family is human 

growth and faith development. Each family is 

charged with the responsibility to provide the   

environment, resources, and support that enable 

individual members to reach their optimal level of 

growth and development in every dimension of 

life. In the Christian tradition, spiritual develop-

ment and values formation are an intentional part 

of the family missional task. 

WE BELIEVE that families have a responsibility to 

live daily lives of faithful discipleship. 

WE BELIEVE in the shared responsibil-

ity of parenting by men and women 

who are responsible for children in 

the household. 

WE BELIEVE children and youth are to 

be shown and taught the meaning of 

the Christian faith and the observance 

of the disciplines of the faith. 

WE BELIEVE that the local congrega-

tion is the faith community into which 

diverse families are received, assisted 

in their faith development and spiri-

tual growth, guided and equipped for ministry, and 

supported as they live out their faith daily in the 

community and the world. Through their minis-

tries, congregations are intentional in developing 

and improving systems that enable and support the 

quality of life for families. 

 

1 Family Ministries 2009-2012. Copyright 2008 by Cokesbury.  

Used by permission. 
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Family Garden 

Now is the perfect time to consider planting a family gar-

den. Let your children choose their favorite flowers or vege-

tables to plant. Then engage them in taking care of the gar-

den by including them in the planting, watering, and weed-

Family Life News 

Happy Mothersõ Day - May 10 

While each of us is considered priceless to 

God, let us remember to tell our Moms how 

priceless they are to us on Mothers’ Day! 

While this is not in any way a complete list, 

we would like to remind you of just a few 

special jobs our mothers have done for us 

over the years. 

Cowboy - She corrals and rounds up her 
children. Wage? $31,000 

Chauffeur – She takes everyone (and 
their friends) everywhere. Wage? 
$22,500 

Housekeeper – She constantly picks up 
after everyone. Wage? $17,300 

Nurse – She bandages wounds and ca-
res for sick children. Wage? 
$48,700 

Laundry Attendant – She does laundry 
for the family. Wage? $12,100 

Coach – She cheers accomplishments 
and improves their skills. Wage? 
$49,000 

Teacher – She guides and instructs her 
children in life. Wage? $50,400 

Police Officer – She keeps everything in 
order. Wage? $31,600 

With all these jobs, a mother’s salary should 

average $262,600 per year. Need we say 

more? 

~ Submitted by Judy Toone 

Honor òMothers in Faithó on Mothersõ Day 

Mother’s Day is a special day set aside to honor our mothers. This year,  

let’s also remember to honor our “Mothers in Faith” - those women we know 

who planted seeds of faith in us or who nurtured us along with their love and 

witness. As they touched our lives, these women have often been like mothers 

to us as they taught us what it looks like to be a person of faith and part of a 

church community. 

A Mother in Faith might be a grandmother or a great aunt. She can also  

be a grace-filled woman who accepted and welcomed you into her arms and 

home when you were a child. Your Mother in Faith may have been a Sunday 

School teacher that sparked your faith or a choir director who shared her  

love of Christian music. She may have been the woman you worked with  

side-by-side preparing for the church picnic, laughing and telling stories the 

whole afternoon. 

So, this year as you celebrate Mothers’ Day with your family on May 10, if you 

are fortunate enough to be in contact with your Mother in Faith, take a mo-

ment to let her know how grateful you are for her influence in your life. If your 

Mother in Faith is no longer with you or you have lost touch with her, then 

remember her in prayer, thanking God for all those women who have loved 

us, who reflected the face of Christ, and nurtured us in the ways of the faith. 

Excerpted from a sermon given at Christ United Methodist Church, Algonquin, IL, May 13, 2007. 

http://www.christchurch1.net/ourchurch/sermons/sermon_051307.doc 

ing. After planting your family garden, 

read aloud м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥтΣ ά{ƻ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

he who plants nor he who waters is any-

thing, but only God, who makes things 

ƎǊƻǿΦέ Remind your children that just as 

you care for your garden, so God cares 

for each of you! 
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Courage to Care Workshop 

Courage to Care is a unique work-

shop designed to train people to 

work with children and families in 

times of disasters. The workshop 

is cosponsored by the United 

Methodist Disaster Response 

Committee and the Brethren 

“Disaster Ministries. The workshop will be held May 29 – 

May 30 at Victor United Methodist Church. The workshop 

leaders are Rev. Dr. Don Weaver and Barbara Weaver, who 

have worked extensively with families and children during 

many disasters such as 9/11, Katrina, Oklahoma bombing, 

and most recently, the crash of Continental Flight 3407. 

This invaluable workshop will help you understand the  

effect disasters have on children and how to help them get 

on the road to recovery. This 27-hour workshop includes  

experiencing a simulated shelter, so attendees should be 

prepared to sleep on a Red Cross cot, have lunch from an 

emergency response vehicle (ERV), and work cooperatively 

within a group community. 

The $45.00 cost covers the cost of manuals, meals, and  

instructions. Scholarships are available. Registration forms 

can be found in Judy Toone’s mailbox in the main office area. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, 

please contact Judy at 634-4800 or by e-mail at 

jtoone@williamsvilleumc.org. 

Christian Education Team Meetings 

If you have ever thought about becoming more involved  

in the Christian Education Ministry, please join us on the 

first Monday of every month for our team meeting. We 

are always looking for new faces and ideas! This month  

we will meet on Monday, May 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the outer 

church office. Hope to see you then! 

Childrenõs Christian Education Flash 

METHODIST MESSENGER 

Family Life News 

Youth Sunday ð May 3 

Mark your calendars for Youth Sunday on May 3, when  

the youth of our church provide a special service that  

highlights worship from a youth perspective. 

Celebrate Children 

Our children at WUMC are making huge differences in 

their schools and communities whether through academ-

ics, music, sports, and volunteer work, as well as extra 

involvement in our church community. The Christian  

Education Team would love to highlight the special things 

happening with our children each month in The Messen-

ger. Please contact Judy Toone at 634-4800 or 

jtoone@williamsvilleumc.org to share the gifts and tal-

ents, joys and special achievements of your child/children. 

Children CE Dates to Remember 

Monday, May 4, 7:00 p.m., Christian Education 

Team Meeting 

Sunday, May 10, 9:45-10:30 a.m., Practice for 

Sundae Sunday Program 

Sunday, May 17, End-of-the-Year Program Sundae 

Sunday Celebration. 

Note: This is the last day of Sunday School 

until fall. 

Sunday, May 31, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, 

Confirmation Sunday 

Monday, June 1, 7:00 p.m., Christian Education 

Team Meeting 

August 3 ς 7, Camp E.D.G.E Vacation Bible School 
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Childrenõs Christian Education Flash 

Confirmation Sunday - May 31 

Join us on Sunday, May 31, for Confirmation Sunday when 

those who have completed the confirmation classes are ready 

to publicly profess their faith in God’s forgiveness and grace 

and become members of WUMC. During the weekly classes, 

confirmands develop a deeper understanding of faith and 

spiritual growth as they learn important Biblical concepts and 

study the history and teachings of 

The United Methodist Church.  

Confirmation Sunday is the opportu-

nity for confirmands to express their 

lifelong commitment to God and their 

desire to be an instrument of God in 

the world. 

Donõt Miss òSundae Sundayó - May 17 

Believe it or not, our last day of Sunday School until fall is almost here! On Sunday, May 17, we will celebrate another 

wonderful year together that includes an End-of-the-Year Program for parents presented by the Kindergarten through 

Grade 4 classes. During this program, the children will recap highlights of what they learned throughout the year in  

Sunday School. Following the program, everyone can join us for a delicious ice cream sundae! 

Here is the schedule for this special celebration: 

Sunday, May 10, 9:45-10:30 a.m. 

Children in the Kindergarten through Grade 4 classes will rehearse during Sunday School for next week’s program. 

Sunday, May 17 

9:45-10:15 a.m. - Parents of children in the Kindergarten through Grade 4 classes should gather in Fillmore Hall for 
the End-of-the-Year Program. 

10:15 a.m. – Everyone is invited to join us in Fillmore Hall for the “ever yummy” making of ice cream sundaes! 

METHODIST MESSENGER 

Vacation Bible School Dates 

Planning for Vacation Bible School is underway! The dates for VBS this year are August 3 through August 7. This year we are  

heading for Camp E.D.G.E. during VBS! What does ά/ŀƳǇ 9Φ5ΦDΦ9έ stand for? Experience + Discover God Everywhere!  

Get your camping gear ready for a trekking adventure! We are already looking for volunteers, so please let Judy Toone know  

if you can help with VBS. 

Camp Asbury and  
Camp Findley 

It’s almost summertime! Remember 

the days when you couldn’t wait for 

summer to come so you could go to 

camp? This summer, why not think 

about sending your child to a United Methodist camp? Your 

children with the same wonderful camping skills they would 

elsewhere such as swimming, hiking, horseback riding, canoe-

ing, and archery - just to name a few. But, they have the added 

bonus at UMC camps of being in an environment where they 

are living their faith each day! All those benefits for such a  

reasonable price! Camp brochures, registration forms, and  

additional information can be accessed at www.wnyumc.org. 

Also, see Judy Toone or call the church office (634-4800) for 

more information. Scholarships are available if need be,  

so please don’t let the cost stop you from this wonderful  

summertime experience! 
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Contemporary Issues Class 

After our class on May 17, the Contemporary Issues Class will 

take a break over the summer. We meet on the second floor 

area behind the balcony. For those who cannot use the stairs, 

use the elevator located in the parlor to reach the second 

floor. So, join us for the next three weeks for lively discussions 

on topics that are relevant to your everyday life. 

Upcoming Topics in May 

May 3: Jesus – Master of the One-Liner 

We will look at how Jesus used witty and pointed 
replies in an effective way. 

May 10: Using Guided Imagery in Prayer 

Learn how to relax and develop a deeper way of 
prayer. 

May 17: Last day of class until fall – Somebody bring 

donuts! 

Discuss topics covered this last year in class and what 
you would like to discuss next year. 

Nurture and Visitation Reflections 
Adult Christian Education Update 

ADULT 

CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

Companions in Christ 

The second 5-week segment of the 28-week Companions in 

Christ journey begins on Monday, April 27. This 5-week seg-

ment is entitled "Feeding On The Word: The Mind Of Christ." 

The group meets each Monday at 7:00 p.m. in the church  

library. Companions in Christ is a small-group gathering for 

spiritual formation that focuses on experience including: 

Experience of participants as we study, pray, reflect, 
and share in the group 
Experience of the group members as we take what we 
have learned into the church and community 

The Companions in Christ group extends an invitation to any 

adult to join us as we seek to become faithful followers of 

Christ. Please contact Cheryl Thomas, the group facilitator,  

if you have questions or are interested in signing up for this 

group. There is a charge for the study materials. 

New Disciple Bible Study Beginning in September 2009 

Are you interested in developing a deeper understanding of the Bible and, as a result, a 

deeper faith? Greg Valentine, who joined WUMC recently, will be leading a study called 

"Disciple: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study" beginning in September 2009. This  

34-week long study will cover about 70% of the Bible through a combination of: 

Daily reading of about 30 minutes per day 

Weekly 2 1/2 hour sessions that include presentations from Bible scholars and group discussion 

The Disciple Bible Study is an intensive program that requires true commitment from participants - and it is well worth it! All 

views are welcome as we learn from each other. 

Greg has over 15 years of experience leading disciple study groups and can vouch for the great impact these studies have on 

the lives of individuals and congregations. Greg’s current plan is to have the sessions on Sunday afternoons, with childcare  

provided. Please prayerfully consider joining this Disciple group. Contact Greg if you are interested in this study or have any 

questions. 

METHODIST MESSENGER VOLUME 58,  ISSUE 4 Page 7 



Nurture and Visitation Reflections 

Caring Corner 

It has been a long winter, but spring has finally come to West-

ern, N.Y. We have put away our Easter decora-

tions and are getting out our gardening 

tools. The daffodils are blooming and the 

animals are coming out of hibernation. In 

fact, our cat, Boo Boo Kitty or Little Bud, is 

having a great time stalking through the 

garden. 

Forty Fellowship Celebration 

We will soon been celebrating our Forty Fellowship 

as we honor those who have been a part of Williams-

ville United Methodist Church for 40 years or more. 

This year will be the 28th celebration of the Forty Fel-

lowship. These celebrations began in 1982 to honor 

those who had been faithful members. Congratula-

tions to all of our Forty Fellowship inductees! 

Dealing with Loss 

This has been a very emotional year for WUMC as we 

have experienced quite a bit of loss among our family 

and friends. However, as I walk through my life I 

know that those who have gone before walk with me. 

They have taught me so much, they have enriched 

my life, and they have shown me what it is to be a 

true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Love Stronger than Death 

May the love which is stronger 
than death and which binds us 
together in the unity of life, en-

ergize our spirits with divine 
stillness, now and forever. 

W.L.Wallace 

Thanks to Our Sunday School Children 

I would like to thank our fabulous Sunday School children, 

who made beautiful crosses that I deliver to people who have 

no families in the area. I wish you could see the joy on their 

faces when they received their cross. Thank you again for your 

thoughtfulness and caring to those who are less fortunate. 

Wishing you all a Happy Spring! 

Blessings and peace, 

~ Barbara Saltarella and the Nurture and Visitation Team 

 ñ...as I walk through 
my life I know that 
those who have 
gone before walk 
with me.ò 

Healthy Food Tips 
for Caregivers:  
Using Beans and 
Lentils1 

Not only are beans and lentils among the 

best-priced sources of protein, they are 

also good for you and those in your care! 

Beans and lentils are high in fiber and B 

vitamins and, unlike animal protein, they 

do not contain saturated fat or choles-

terol that clog arteries. 

Lentils are one of the easiest legumes to 

cook. They do not need soaking and they 

are done in about 20 minutes. Beans are 

easy to cook too, but they take more 

time since it is best to soak them over-

night in water and then cook them the 

next day. When cooking beans, adding 

salt or acidic ingredients at the end of 

cooking will prevent the beans from get-

ting tough. It is a good idea to cook len-

tils and beans in large batches and then 

freeze them in small portions for later 

use. Here are some easy ideas you can 

try with beans and lentils. 

Add to Salads. When you do not feel like 

cooking, toss a few beans with lettuce 

and other veggies and serve your salad 

with whole grain toast. Make three-bean 

salad or add beans or lentils to potato 

salad. 

Make Quick Soup. Add cooked beans or 

lentils and frozen vegetables to chicken 

broth or low sodium spicy tomato juice 

such as V8. 

Beans and Rice. Serve cooked lentils or 

beans that are seasoned with a little chili 

powder or garlic powder over cooked 

rice. 

Spaghetti Sauce. To reduce cost and 

calories, add lentils to spaghetti sauce 

instead of ground beef for a nice hearty 

flavor and texture. 

1New York State Coalition for the Aging, Caregiver 

Assistance News, “Economical and Easy Food Tips,” 

August 2006. 

~ Submitted by Barbara Saltarella 
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Health Watch, Conõt. 
Housework is Great Exercise!1 

The U.S. Surgeon General suggests 30 minutes of moderate physical activity at least 5 days per week. Moderate intensity is  

anything that raises your heart rate. Thirty minutes sounds like a lot, but you do not have to do it all at once. If your chores  

increase your heart rate for 10 minutes or more, you can count it toward your exercise goal. Ten straight minutes of moderate 

intensity activity three times per day would give you the recommended 30-minute workout. Mowing your lawn with a push 

mower, moving furniture when you vacuum, chopping wood, and washing the floor on your hands and knees are all good  

examples of moderate-intensity exercise. Dusting, washing dishes, and ironing are considered light-intensity activities and  

would not count toward your daily activity minutes. So check with your doctor, and then turn on the radio to great music  

and do those chores while building a healthier you!       1Source: www.diabetes.org 

Seneca Street Church:  

Missions and Outreach Focus for May and June 

Summer is fast approaching and plans for Seneca Street Church's after-

summer school program are taking shape. Since the cost of providing a 

summer camping experience has increased dramatically, the leaders at 

Seneca Street Church have decided to offer an after-school program. Since 

the Buffalo city schools are in session for the first half of the summer, the 

after-school program will be held in July and August from 12:30 p.m. until 

4:30 p.m. each day. Their goal is to keep more neighborhood children  

and youth engaged in worthwhile activities throughout the summer.  

As a result, the needs of Seneca Street Church are significant! 

Here's How We Can Help! 

Support one of the weekly field trips for their group to destinations 
such as the zoo, the Botanical Gardens, one of the local state parks, 
etc. The cost for a bus, admission fees, etc. will be around $500 per 
trip. 

Volunteer to help for an afternoon, a week, or several weeks!  Both 
youth and adults are welcome and very much needed! 

Provide healthy snacks for the summer students. We will do this by 
collecting monetary donations that are used to purchase Tops gift 
cards. 

We are planning to devote our second quar-

ter missions offering, which will be taken on 

June 7, to sponsorship of a field trip and 

snack food donations. We will provide more 

information about these needs prior to the 

collection on June 7. If you can volunteer  

to help with Seneca Street’s summer  

program, please contact Kevin Lyttle for 

more information. 

Missions & Outreach Musings 

Seneca Street Church Sunday     

Dinner ð You Are Invited to Help! 

We are providing a picnic dinner at 3:00 p.m. 

on Sunday, June 7, for the folks attending  

Seneca Street Church's worship service. The 

picnic dinner will include chicken salad with 

assorted side salads, rolls and butter, and a 

fantastic selection of desserts! 

Can you help by providing some of the food? 

We will provide recipes for the chicken salad 

and side salads, but you can bring your favorite 

dessert recipe that serves six to eight. Or 

maybe you would prefer to help serve the 

meal. 

If you can provide food or help serve the food 

on June 7, please contact Kevin Lyttle or leave 

your name with Denise in the church office. 

Thanks you for your support! 
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Golden Cross Offering - May 
10: Makes Compassionate Min-

istry for the Elderly Possible 

Each year the Golden 

Cross offering on 

Mother's Day helps 

make chaplains avail-

able to help extend compassionate minis-

try for elderly in the Western New York 

Conference. “The Golden Cross program 

began early in the history of Methodism 

in America, primarily to support church-

related hospitals and long-term health 

care facilities,” Barbara Bruce, NEJ Older 

Adult Ministry representative notes. 

“Over the years United Methodist 

Churches have been in the forefront of 

community leadership in caring. Our local 

United Methodist churches express a 

compassionate ministry for the elderly 

through the Golden Cross offering to help 

Blocher and Beechwood Homes in Buffalo 

and Wesley Gardens in Rochester.” 

Because of our commitment to providing 

a full-time chaplain, residents at these 

facilities have the opportunity to partici-

pate in weekly worship services, receive 

monthly communion, attend Bible study 

groups, and receive individual visits when 

needed. Services and programs include 

hymn sings, counseling, hospital visita-

tions, devotions, and memorial services. 

The chaplains go to the people where and 

when they are needed to give comfort 

and joy and provide a presence to fami-

lies in transition. 

“Most everyone experiences times in 

their lives when they need someone to 

walk a faith journey with them. As we get 

older, this seems to happen more fre-

quently - we wonder what it is all about, 

have we made good choices, and what 

happens next. There are trained and 

faith-filled chaplains that walk this jour-

ney with folks in our United Methodist 

related nursing homes and long-term 

care facilities.” 

Barbara Gasiewicz, WNY Conference 

Treasurer and Chair of the Beechwood 

Continuing Care Board of Directors 

stated, “I have witnessed first-hand the 

compassionate ministry provided through 

the chaplaincy program at Beechwood. 

My mother, who has Advanced Stage 

Alzheimer's disease, has been a resident 

at Beechwood for almost 2 years. I have 

taken her to the weekly worship services 

where the turnout is very good. I have 

seen the happiness on the residents' 

faces when they participate in a familiar 

hymn or enjoy a particular part of the 

sermon. It is a wonderful opportunity for 

them to be able to continue a part of 

their life that they might otherwise have 

had to leave behind due to physical or 

mental limitations.” 

“This Mother's Day, please prayerfully 

consider your gifts given through the 

Golden Cross Offering,” Ms. Bruce en-

courages. 

1 The Western New York Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, News, “Golden Cross offering 

makes compassionate ministry for the elderly possi-

ble,” April 10, 2009. http://

www.wnyumc.org/news_detail.asp 

?PKValue=1507 

Stewardship Thoughts 

Scrip Fundraising Project 

WUMC participates in the “Shop with Scrip” fundraising pro-

gram that allows individuals to order gift cards from their 

favorite stores. These gift cards are used like cash to purchase 

products or services from the stores that issued them. Over the past 

few months, WUMC members and friends have purchased Scrip gift 

cards from local merchants such as Tops, Sears, Denny’s, Panera 

Bread, and Home Depot. They have also used Scrip cards to give as 

graduation, wedding, and birthday gifts. 

Since Scrip negotiates to buy large quantities of gift cards at a 

discount from merchants, they are able to return a small per-

cent of each gift card to WUMC. This means that you receive 

the gift cards you have purchased at the full face value, and 

WUMC receives an average 5.3% of the proceeds. Last year 

these proceeds were used to help pay our Shared Ministries 

allocations. 

You can place a Scrip order by either filling out an order form 

(hanging in the Oakgrove entrance near the coatroom) or by 

placing your order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. Then 

simply drop your order, along with the payment, in the SCRIP 

order box inside the church office. SCRIP orders placed by 

Sunday will be available for you to pick-up the following Sun-

day. If you have any questions about the program please 

speak with Dave Reichard. 
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End of  the Year Update 

Each year the month of May seems to  

fly by the quickest, leaving the staff  

and parents wondering – “Where did the 

year go?” 

Well, this school year took us through 

three seasons, many event-filled holidays, 

a number of special field trips, visitors to 

our classrooms, and days of enriching 

growth and development for our  

children. Simply put we had loads of fun! 

At this time, we would like to say good-

bye to Susan Wattle, our Board Chair for 

the past few years. Our board this year 

consisted of many new members and 

Susan graciously stayed on an extra year 

to help facilitate their transition. We ap-

preciate her guidance and professional-

ism throughout her Open Door tenure. 

Thank You Susan! 

The staff of Open Door is grateful to 

WUMC, who continually supports our 

efforts and allows us to be a vital part of 

this community. We appreciate the name 

of our school being added to the Main 

Street sign. We look forward to many 

more years of providing quality preschool 

education for our future families. 

~ Judy Knab 

Open Door Nursery School News 

Note of  Thanks 

Thank you for all of your sup-

port and kind words over the 

past five months as I served as 

the church custodian. I have 

enjoyed taking care of our 

house of worship, and work-

ing with the fantastic volun-

teers and staff that keep our 

church moving forward for the 

glory of God. The time has 

come where the spirit is will-

ing, but the flesh is fading. So I 

must defer to the next gen-

eration. Rest assured that our 

beloved church will be well 

cared for in the hands of 

those who will be selected by 

your Trustees and SPRC. 

See you in church, 

~ Cheryl Thomas 

Community Bulletin Board 

Book Club Meeting - May 29 

The last monthly meeting of the Book Club will be on Friday, May 29, at 7:30 p.m. at the 

home of Karen and Jon Patterson. We will be discussing The Memory YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

by Kim Edwards. This novel examines how decisions from the past set events into motion 

- events that can destroy or build up depending upon the people who are affected by the 

unilateral decision of one person. 

We will be setting a date for the summer Pick-a-Book Picnic. It is not too early to recom-

mend books for consideration for next year’s reading list! So, contact Ann Killian if you 

have any recommendations. 
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Community Bulletin Board 

Recycling Programs Help WUMC Go Green! 

WUMC has two recycling programs that you can participate to 

help our efforts to Go Green! First, you can place recyclable 

papers in the green and yellow Paper Retriever® Bin located at 

the back of our parking lot. Recyclable paper products include 

newspapers, magazines, catalogs, school and office papers, 

and mail. The more paper we collect in this bin, the more 

money the church earns! 

Second, you can support the άbƛŎƪŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ program 

by placing your returnable bottles and recyclable cans in the 

three containers located in the following spots: 1) at the bot-

tom of the stairs at the Oakgrove entrance; 2) in the parlor by 

the coffee makers; and 3) in the kitchen by the refrigerator. 

Please do not use these containers for other garbage. Our first 

load of bottles and cans yielded 125 Nickels for the Lord, for a 

total of $6.25! 

Web Site Team Needs New Members 

The WUMC Web Site Team is looking for 

new members to help maintain the 

church's Web site. You do not need to be 

a computer genius to contribute. If you 

can surf the Web and send e-mail, you are 

qualified! In Phase 2 of the Web site, we 

will be adding MP3 files of sermons and music performed by 

various groups at WUMC. We will also expand content about 

the various groups and missions that the church supports. If 

you would like to join our efforts, please contact Mina Rohde 

for more details. 

Join the Newsletter Mail Crew! 

You may not be aware of this, but a 

loyal group of people gather in the 

church parlor on the last Friday of 

each month at 9:30 a.m. to prepare 

our monthly newsletter for mailing. 

This group is lovingly referred to as 

our “Mail Crew.” Since our numbers have been dwindling 

lately, we are inviting you to join us for a cup of coffee and 

warm fellowship as we collate, fold, tape, and place mailing 

labels on the newsletters. When we have plenty of people, 

our work is finished by 11:00. Call Denise Barham in the 

church office if you need more information. Otherwise, we 

look forward to having you join the ranks of the Mail Crew 

next month! 

New Layout for The Messenger Newsletter 

Hopefully, you have noticed that we began using a new layout for The Messenger newsletter a couple of months ago. The  

primary change is that articles and content are grouped together according to the ministry under which they fall. For example, 

information about Children’s Christian Education is located in the Family Life section of the newsletter. Similarly, articles  

included in the Caring Corner, Caregiver Corner, and Health Corner will be located in the Nurture and Wellness section. Our  

goal is to make it easier for you to locate information on various services, events, and ministries in the church. If you have  

comments about the new layout or have suggestions for content that should be added, please contact either Sondra Scott  

or Rachel Zeller. 
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Community Bulletin Board 

OUR STAFF AND LAY LEOUR STAFF AND LAY LEOUR STAFF AND LAY LEADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOUADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOUADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOU   

Senior Pastor: John Wetherwax 

Senior Pastor (Retired): Gail Lewis  

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life: Daryl Bennett 

Director of Christian Education: Judith Toone 

Pastoral Assistant for Nurture & Visitation: Barbara Saltarella 

Music Directors: Judith Stafford and Wendy Amuso 

Church Administrator: Denise Barham 

Financial Secretary: Debbie Barnes 

Nursery Care Supervisor: Kathleen Ciccone 

Nursery Care Assistants: Amanda Dickerman and Shannon Casterline 

Trustee Chair: Ed Howard 

Staff & Pastor Parish Relations Chair: Jack Killian 

Stewardship & Finance Chair: Rosemary Elliott 

Coordinating Lay Leader & Treasurer: Dave Reichard 

Communication Ministries: Sondra Scott  

Family Life Ministries: Kim Weingartner 

Membership Care Ministries: Bonnie Hazlett 

Memorials & Columbarium Ministries: Sally Jost 

Open Door Nursery School Lay Leader: Susan Wattle 

Outreach & Missions Ministries: Kevin Lyttle 

Relational Ministries: Donna Seiler 

Worship Ministries: Cheryl Thomas 

Newsletter Editors: Sondra Scott and Rachel Zeller 

Please submit your articles, 

news, announcements, etc. for 

inclusion in the next Messenger 

to Sondra Scott.  

Thank you!  

Solution for Worship Service Wiggles 

Do you have a child who gets the wiggles during the 

worship service? Quiet activity clipboards for children 

to use during the worship service are available on the 

small bookshelf at the back of the sanctuary. Please ask 

an usher if you need help. 

Prayer Chain 
Church family and friends may 

request special prayers through 

the Prayer Chain by calling Bob 

or Irene Hayman. 

2009 School of  Christian Mission:  

July 23-25 

Mark your calendars for the 2009 School of Christian 

Mission that will be held on July 23-25 at Daemen  

College, 4380 Main St., Amherst, NY. This year’s theme is 

"Together at the Table." The School of Christian Mission 

is co-sponsored by the WNY Board of Global Ministries 

and the WNY Conference of United Methodist Women. 

All participants will take the "Food and Faith" Spiritual 

Growth Study led by Rev. David Lubba. For the second 

study, participants can choose to attend one of the  

following classes: 

"The Beauty and Courage of Sudan"  
led by Elmira Nazombe or Dr. David Snyder 

"Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival" 
led by Genie Bank. 

The School begins on Thursday morning and continues 

through Saturday afternoon. The cost for attending as a 

commuter is $110.00, which includes registration and 

most meals. The cost to stay in the dorms at Daemen 

College and receive all meals is $185.00. A one-day  

overview, which includes lunch, is offered on Saturday, 

July 25, for $35.00 for those who cannot attend all  

three days. 

We hope you will consider attending the School of  

Christian Mission. If you would like to attend or have 

questions about the registration process, please call 

Carol Forden. 
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