
Easter Cowboy 
Pastor Rich Neal 
Soon we will celebrate Easter, 

and though Iõll be at the head 

of the parade, I confess to 

feeling some ambivalence 

about it. Perhaps Iõm a bit 

jaded, but I sometimes feel 

like the steer wrestler who 

had been shuttling by plane 

between New York and  

Chicago to throw steers in 

the rodeos of both cities. 

òIn this pendulous cowboy,ó 

E. B. White wrote, òif cowboy 

is the word for him, our cen-

tury comes to a sort of head: 

the winged ranch hand, his 

eye on two steers at once, 

neither steer needing to be 

thrown, each existing only to 

be thrown. The cowboy raises 

from the head of the fallen 

animal, dusts the seat of his 

pants, walks stiff-legged to 

the waiting airliner. The spec-

tators, yearning for the open 

West and its herds of cattle 

on the ranges, rise from their 

mezzanine seats, stiff-legged, 

dust off their unfulfilled de-

sires, walk to the exits.ó 

How many people, I wonder, 

by noon on Easter Day will 

rise from their pews, stiff-

legged, dust off their unful-

filled desires, and walk to the 

exits? Attendance will be up. 

We will enjoy the flowers, 

thrill to music sung by choir 

and congregation, we may 

even grow misty eyed at 

memories evoked by the 

whole event. Then the service 

will end, the echoes of the 

postlude will fade to silence, 

and we will go home. 

How different that will be 

from what is probably the 

earliest Easter story, and still 

my favorite. In the original 

ending of Markõs gospel, the 

risen Christ doesnõt even ap-

pear. We are left with only 

the austere description of 

three women who òwent out 

and fled from the tomb, for 

terror and amazement had 

seized them; and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they 

were afraid.ó 

Just how is anyone supposed 

to preach on that? Itõs 

like trying to capture 

the experience of the 

open West by throw-

ing a steer for specta-

tors at a rodeo, at best 

a poor substitute for 

the real thing. Do people still 

yearn for the real thing ð with 

its terror, amazement, and 

fear ð or has the sedative of so 

many passing years left us 

convinced this annual Easter 

rodeo is the real thing? 

Like the women who came to 

the tomb early that first 

Easter morning, I wonder: 

Who will roll away the stone, 

the one that stands between 

us and the life-changing ter-

ror and amazement of Resur-

rection? And then I remem-

ber, when they got there to go 

through the ordinary motions 

of attending to the dead, they 

found the stone had already 

been rolled away, and terror 

and amazement were waiting 

for them in the shadows. 

So on Easter morning Iõll 

throw another steer in the 

hope that this year, perhaps, 

some terrifying amazement 

may ambush us at the exits. 
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Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit 
within me. 

Psalm 51:10 
I live in the now and draw 
from each moment all the 
good it holds for me. 
My future holds a field of  
infinite possibilities. My past 
holds the things that have 

already happened, whether 
they brought joy or challenge. 
But this present moment is 
the only time I can create my 
life experiences and my rela-
tionship with God and others. 
In this now moment, I keep 
my thoughts positive and 
choose words and actions that 
invite others to join in a world 
of peace, abundance, and har-

mony. Centered in God's 
presence within me and in 
others, I draw from each  
moment all the good it holds. 
Aware of the unlimited  
possibilities of the future 
and mindful of all I have 
learned from the past, I give 
thanks, oh God, for this 
now moment. 

year that will begin in Sep-

tember 2010. 

I have really enjoyed doing the 

Puppet Ministry. The children 

are great to work with and I 

thank the parents for bringing 

them to practice on Wednes-

day evenings. I have ordered 

some new puppet scripts and 

Puppet Ministry ð 
Help Plan Scripts 
Barbara Saltarella 
The Puppet Ministry will be 

ending in May for the sum-

mer. I am looking for volun-

teers to help me put together 

the scripts for the new church 

Advent Choir            
Rehearsing for 
Motherõs Day ð May 9 

The children are busy practicing 

for a special song they will sing 

on Mother's Day, May 9. Dick 

Jones was kind enough to take 

this picture at a recent choir  

rehearsal.  

If you have a child in kindergar-

ten through sixth grade who 

likes to sing, have them join the 

Advent Choir. This choir re-

hearses on Wednesday evenings 

from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

Live in the Now 
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Worship and Music Thoughts 

can't wait to hunker down over 

the summer to see what we can 

do in the new church year.  

If you are interested in working 

with the "HOLY PUPPET 

PLAYERS," please leave a mes-

sage for me in the church office 

at 634-4800. 

Did you know that the 
Chancel Choir sings 
every Sunday, 
September through 
May, at the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service under 
the expert direction of 
Judy Stafford and 
Wendy Amuso. We are 
fortunate to also have 
Paul Ferington, 
Associate Conductor  
of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra, 
accompany the choir on 
organ and keyboard.  
The choir has annual 
Christmas and summer 
parties that feature 
entertainment, food, 
more food, and a sing-
along with song 
parodies. The Handbell 
Choir and Children's 
Advent Choir also 
enhance our church's 
musical program. 

DID YOU KNOW? 



Did you know that for 
over 30 years, the United 
Methodist Church logo 
of the flame and cross 
guide us when we are out
-and-about to recognize 
another church within 
our Methodist family. 
The symbol was designed 
following the merging of 
the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church 
in 1968. The logo 
incorporates the 
traditional symbol of a 
cross, signifying Christ, 
with a single red flame, 
which represents the 
Holy Spirit. The dual 
tongues of fire signify the 
Feast of Pentecost when 
as Acts 2:3 tells us, "the 
Holy Spirit, like a 
wildfire, engulfed those 
present and they could 
speak many languages." 
Perhaps those two 
tongues of a single flame 
also represent the union 
of the two churches. To 
learn more about our 
United Methodist 
registered trademark, 
visit www.umc.org. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 

The Worship Team planning 

the Uniting Conference in 

Syracuse on June 19 has de-

signed an opening celebra-

tion that will incorporate 

colored handprints from 

across the entire Upper New 

York Area. 

Here is what you can do to 

help us: 

Make your handprint with 
finger paint or tempera paint 
on plain white paper. Hand-
prints from young and old 
alike are needed. Use your 
imagination when it comes to 

color combinations and the 
shape of the imprint from 
your hand--open palm, front 
of hand, back of hand, closed 
fist. Each 8 1/2 by 11ó sheet of 
paper should have only the 
number of handprints on it 
that do not touch or overlap.  

We would like as many 

handprints from as many 

people and as many different 

churches as possible. Re-

member - "many hands make 

light work." In this case, 

many handprints will make 

for a brighter celebration. 

Make sure you have a hand in 

this monumental celebration, 

as we become one new con-

ference together. 

Mail your handprints to Rev. 

Richard Sivers, First UMC, 

144 Cedar St., Corning, NY 

14830. Please DO NOT fold 

your papers to avoid creases, 

chipping, and cracking. Rev. 

Sivers should receive all 

handprints on or before June 

10. If you have any questions, 

you can email Rick at 

fumchcurch@stny.rr.com. 
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Bill Gottschalk-Fielding, 

convener of the New Area 

Conference Team (New 

ACT), blogs weekly, shares 

his thoughts on the emerg-

ing life and ministry of the 

team, churches, and new 

conference. You can read 

and respond by his blog at 
http://convenerscorner.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 

At the same time, over 400 

people are participating in 

conversation on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/

uppernewyork. Some ener-

getic members of the area-

wide Communications Team 

moderate these conversa-

tions. 

A recent question posed to 

the group was, òWhere do 

you see United Methodists 

ôbeing Godõs love with our 

neighbor in all places?õó, 

which is from the New ACT 

Vision Statement. 

Take a moment to reflect 

prayerfully on your congrega-

tionõs ministry and consider 

where you see God at work 

and alive. Then share your 

story on Facebook or e-mail 

your thoughts to uppernewy-

orkarea@gmail.com. 

The Uniting Conference Needs Your Handprints! 

Have You Seen the Convenerõs Corner? 

http://convenerscorner.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/uppernewyork
http://www.facebook.com/uppernewyork


Family Ministries News 

Dorcas Circle Update 
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In March, the Dorcas Circle 

sent a dozen personal care 

bags to Haven House, which 

provides a safe shelter for 

women and children who are 

seeking a haven from abuse. 

Members of the Dorcas Cir-

cle donated bath and groom-

ing items and packed them in 

bags made by Mary Hourt 

and Margaret Roesch. In  

addition, thanks goes to 

Cheri Pascoe who also  

donated a number of items. 

The Dorcas Circle will meet 

on Thursday, April 8, at 10:30 

a.m. in the church parlor. 

New members and visitors 

are always welcome. The 

program on òWomen of the 

Bibleó will continue. Our 

hostesses in April are Frances 

Wilson and Bett Cornell. 

Please contact Donna Swift 

for additional information. 

Some of the women who 

went on the Womenõs  

Retreat this past September 

have decided to meet to-

gether on the last Thursday 

of each month at 6:00 p.m. 

During our time together in 

February, we met in the 

church library to enjoy  

refreshments brought by the 

women, while we watched a 

movie and continued in fel-

lowship with each other. All 

women are welcome to join 

us for the next gathering on 

April 29 at 6:00 p.m. barring 

inclement weather. Bring a 

snack to share with the 

group if you wish. Please con-

tact Kim Weingartner for 

more information. 

 

The Womenõs Retreat Gath-

ering is being planned for the 

Center of Renewal at Stella 

Niagara on September 24 and 

25. The book we will be us-

ing this year is Twelve Steps to 

Inner Freedom: Humility Revisited 

by Joan D. Chittister. 

òLet this mind be in you which was 

also in Jesus Christ, é He humbled 

Himself and became obedient to the 

point of death, even death on the 

cross.ó Philippians 2:5,8 

Please plan to join us as we 

discuss humility and the free-

dom it enables us to enjoy as 

individuals and in relation-

ship to those around us. 

More information and a sign-up 

sheet will be posted in the 

church narthex in April. Please 

contact Kim Weingartner for 

more information. 

All women are welcome to 
attend the following UMW 
events: 

April 21, 9:30 a.m. ð Gift Day 
at Batavia First UMC is a day 
to bring items needed by our 
local agencies. See Carol For-
den for a list of needed items. 
Two agencies that receive 

grants from our Conference 
UMW will speak on the ser-
vices they provide to women, 
children, and youth. 

May 22 - UMW Celebration 

Conference at Houghton 

College. Watch for details in 

the weekly announcements 

and the April issue of The 

Messenger. 

If you are interested in at-

tending any of these events, 

please contact Carol Forden 

for more information. 

Womenõs Gathering ð April 29 

Annual Womenõs Retreat Gathering ð September 24 - 

Events for United Methodist Women 

WNY Conference  
Announces  
Early Response Team 
TrainingñMay 29 

The WNY Conference is 

providing an orientation to 

our Conference Disaster 

Response Plan on Saturday, 

May 29, at Baker Memorial 

UMC, 345 East Main St, 

East Aurora, NY. This  

orientation-training day 

introduces the skills needed 

during early disaster re-

sponse including mucking 

out homes, debris removal, 

tarping roofs, and chain 

saw safety. This training is 

provided in conjunction 

with WNY Volunteers in 

Mission and WNY Disaster 

Response. The $25.00 regis-

tration fee includes lunch, 

materials, background 

check, and your UMCOR/

ERT Badge. For more infor-

mation or to register for 

this training, contact Rev. 

Rich Koch at 652-0500 or 

ministerRx@aol.com. 
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Family Ministries News 

The Book Club will continue 
through May. Watch for the 
summer date for our annual 
pick-a-book picnic and be 
thinking about book selec-
tions for the fall. 

Book Club Meetings 

April 23, 7:30 p.m., at the 
home of Holly and Phil 
Reynolds 

Book Selection: Buffalo Gal 
by Laura Pederson 

You will laugh over the  
author's comments and 
memories of growing up in 
Buffalo; you might recognize 
yourself, too. 

May 21, 7:30 p.m., at the 
home of Karen and Jon  
Patterson 

Book Selection: Devil in the 
White City by Erik Larson 

"Murder, Magic, and  
Madness at the Fair That 
Changed America" - this is 

the subtitle of this book - 
and the book is all this 
and more. 

 

If either of these books are 
of interest to you, then 
please join us for the  
discussion. If you have 
questions or need more 
information, please  
contact Ann Killian. 

 

WUMC Book Club 
Ann Killian 

RSS or "really simple syndi-

cation" is a way to view 

updates from your favorite 

websites all in one location. 

Just as a syndicated news 

column is published in 

many newspapers, an RSS 

news feed is "published" 

directly to Internet users 

without them having to 

visit the website where the 

news is located. You may be 

using RSS already and not 

know it. If you read your 

Facebook Wall or check 

the news on My Yahoo!, 

Lotus Notes, or 

iGoogle.com, those services 

use RSS to gather informa-

tion from all over the Web 

and display it in one place. 

Many Internet browsers 

support RSS reading as 

well. 

Our church website sup-

ports syndication for all 

announcements. To use this 

feature, click the orange 

icon with the white semi-

circles located in the bot-

tom right-hand corner of 

the announcement column. 

You can either: 1) choose 

which application will sub-

scribe to the news feed, or 

2) copy the link in the ad-

dress bar and paste it into 

your application's "Add 

RSS Feed" option. 

After setting up this syndi-

cation option ð Voila, each 

week the announcements 

and news from our church 

will appear on your per-

sonal page. If you have 

questions or need more in-

formation, please contact 

Mina Rohde. 

Don't Miss a Thing with Syndication! 
Mina Rohde 

Over the years, Judy and 
Wendy have used their 
musical creativity to 
present wonderful 
programs. For example, 
one year they took 
children from church to 
a farm to make a video of 
the Christmas story that 
included the farm 
animals. How long ago 
was this cute video 
shown on Christmas 
Eve? Mark Forden was 
Joseph and Amy Amuso 
was Mary - they were 5 
years old in the play and 
they are now both 33! 

DID YOU KNOW? 



Christian Education News 
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A warm welcome to anyone 

interested in attending our 

Christian Education Team 

meetings. We are always 

looking for new faces and 

ideas. So, if you have ever 

thought about becoming 

more involved in this minis-

try, please join us! Normally 

we meet the first Monday of 

every month. Due to the 

Easter holiday, this month 

we will meet on Monday, 

April 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

churchõs outer office. Hope to 

see you then! 

On Sunday, March 21, we 

were so blessed to have Dr. 

Roger Ellis join us to share 

all the wonderful things 

Heifer International is doing 

around the world and to help 

us kick off our campaign to 

build an ark! The Heifer Gift 

Ark offers hope to families 

worldwide who are poor and 

hungry by providing them 

with livestock that gives 

them food source and also a 

dependable income. Each 

family that receives livestock 

passes on one or more of the 

animalõs offspring to other 

needy families in their com-

munity. That family passes 

one animal offspring on and 

so on and so on! In this way, 

each gift multiplies for years 

to come! 

Imagine how your gift could 

change the world. Two cows 

bring milk and income to a 

Russian village. Two sheep 

help families in Arizona pro-

duce wool. Two camels help 

families in Tanzania earn 

income by transporting agri-

cultural and industrial mate-

rials. Two oxen pull plows 

and carts in Uganda. Two 

water buffalo help Cambo-

dian families increase rice 

production through animal 

draft power. And thatõs just 

the first five sets of animals! 

The WUMC ark will provide 

15 pairs of animals that will 

change lives! Williamsville 

UMC is more than one-third 

of the way toward the gift of 

an ark. 

Over the next several 

weeks, there will be a 

table in the narthex 

where you have a choice 

of purchasing an animal 

for the ark upfront or 

contributing to the pur-

chase of an animal with 

others. Please help us 

complete the ark by 

visiting our table in the 

narthex to contribute to 

this project! For more 

information, please  

contact Kevin Lyttle  

or Judy Toone at  

634-4800. 

Christian Education Team MeetingñApril 12 

Heifer Gift Ark Project 
Judy Toone 

Did you know that in the 
1950s there were several 
hundred children in the 

Sunday school? These 
children were the first of 

the Baby Boomers who 
are now eligible for 
Social Security and 

Medicare! 

DID YOU KNOW? 



Christian Education News 
Childrenõs Christian Education 
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It` was so wonderful to see 

all the children and families 

join us for our Lenten Fair on 

Sunday, March 7. We experi-

enced the Lenten journey as 

we traveled from station to 

station working on crafts 

and hearing the stories from 

long ago! A special thanks to 

the Junior High Sunday 

school class that is always 

willing to help! 

Childrenõs CE Dates 
to Remember 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
No Sunday school 
 
Sunday, April 11 
9:45 ð 10:30 a.m. 
Return òOne Great Hour of 
Sharingó Boxes 
 
Monday, April 12 
7:00 p.m. 
Christian Education Team 
Meeting 
 
Sunday, May 16 
9:45 ð 10:30 a.m. 
Practice for Sundae Sunday 
 
Sunday, May 23 
9:45 ð 10:30 a.m. 
Sundae Sunday 
 

purchase blankets that 

provide comfort and hope 

when United Methodist 

Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) is called to a 

disaster. It is our hope 

that this activity will lift 

before us the needs of our 

brothers and sisters 

around the world. Letõs 

see how many blankets 

we will be able to pur-

chase this year! 

If for some reason your child 

did not receive one of these 

boxes but would like to par-

ticipate, please contact Judy 

Toone. Children can return 

their boxes to their Sunday 

school teachers on or anytime 

after Sunday, April 11. 

Our Journey at the Lenten Fair 

Return òOne Great Hour of Sharing Boxesó - April 11 

òOne Great Hour of Shar-

ingó boxes were distrib-

uted to your children at 

the Lenten Fair on March 

7, along with a devotional 

activity to help them fill 

their boxes. The children 

were encouraged to follow 

the directions each day 

until Easter. The money 

they raise will be used to 

child enjoys activities like 

this, then these are the 

camps for you! We even have 

a camp for children ages 5-

years-old through 2nd grade. 

These children go to camp 

for a few days with their par-

ent or grandparent to find 

out what camp is all about. 

The added bonus of attend-

ing United Methodist camps 

is that campers are also 

learning to live their faith 

each day! Camp brochures, 

registration forms, and addi-

tional information are cur-

rently available. See Judy 

Toone or call 634-4800 for 

more information. Scholar-

ships are available if needed. 

So please do not let cost stop 

you from this wonderful 

summertime experience for 

your children! 

Camp Asbury and Camp Findley 

Itõs time to begin thinking 

about summer camp! Did you 

know we have two beautiful 

United Methodist summer 

camps right in our own 

backyard? Why not send 

your child to a United Meth-

odist camp this summer? 

These camps are filled with 

opportunities and a new ad-

venture each day including 

fishing, horseback riding, 

and tent camping. If your 

Youth Sunday will be held 

this year during both wor-

ship services on May 2. 

Please mark your calendars 

and join us for this very spe-

cial Sunday that highlights 

worship from the perspective 

of our youth. 

Youth Sundayñ
May 2 



Christian Education News 
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Get ready to blast off to a 

new cosmic adventure at our 

Vacation Bible School this 

year! Every day we will orbit 

to a new mission where weõll 

be learning about how won-

derful, incredible, amazing, 

magnificent, and awesome 

our God! The dates for our 

Galactic Blast VBS this year 

is August 9-13. Each year we 

collaborate with St. Paulõs 

Lutheran and Faith UCC to 

provide a weeklong VBS. 

Each church takes turns 

hosting the location. This 

year our VBS will be held at 

Faith United Church of 

Christ, which is at the corner 

of Maple and Hopkins. 

Please mark your calendars 

now to join us for this òOut 

of Worldó week! 

Thanks to all the Senior 

High youth (and their tire-

less helpers) for the fabu-

lous pancake breakfast on 

Palm Sunday. It was deli-

cious! The food, which cost 

between $5 and $7 depend-

ing on your appetite, was 

outstanding. The youth also 

provided free service at our 

tables, but tips were always 

accepted - this was a fund-

raiser after all! The oppor-

tunity to bond as a church 

community was priceless! 

Thanks to all who sup-

ported this Senior High 

fundraiser by having faith 

in the culinary skills of 

our senior high youth 

once again! 

Vacation Bible School DatesñAugust 9-13 

Junior and Senior High Youth Group News 

Yummy Thanks to the Senior High 
Our Confirmation Class 2010 

is going strong! We did 

change our meeting day from 

Saturday to Sunday morn-

ings during the Sunday 

school hour to accommodate 

schedules of our busy confir-

mands. The classes, which 

are led by Pastor Nick Perry, 

will be held over an eight-

week period. Confirmands 

who complete the classes 

will be introduced to the 

congregation during the 

11:00 a.m. worship  

service on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 23. 

WUMC              

Confirmation 

Class 2010 Update 

Youth Group Meeting Schedules 
Listed below are the meeting dates for the Junior High Youth Group and the Senior High Youth 

Group through the end of the 2009 - 2010 school year. If you have any questions about our meet-

ing dates or activities, or if you have comments or concerns, please feel free to contact: 

Pastor Nick Perry or Judy Toone  

 

 

 

 

 

Junior High Youth Group Schedule 
April 11 

Regular Meeting 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

April 24 

Seneca Street Bulb Extravaganza 

9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

(Meet at WUMC) 

May 2 

Regular Meeting 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Senior High Youth Group Schedule 
April 11 

Youth Service Planning  

9:45-10:30 a.m. 

April 25 

Youth Service Planning & Regular  

Meeting 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

May 1 

Youth Service Practice 

10:00 a.m. 

 

May 14-15 

Overnight at Lasertron 

times TBA 

May 23 

Regular Meeting 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 



ADULT 

CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 
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Christian Education News 
Adult Christian Education Update 

Our Adult Christian 

Education (ACE) 

committee is devoted to 

the enrichment of our 

ACE program at WUMC. 

The ACE committee helps 

formulate topics for 

programs and consider 

new ways to meet the 

diverse needs of the adult 

members and friends of 

our congregation. If you 

are interested in serving 

on the ACE committee, 

please contact Judy 

Toone. 

The ACE classes listed 

here meet every Sunday 

morning from 9:45 - 10:30 

a.m., which is between 

WUMCõs two worship 

services. Please feel free 

to join us on Sunday 

morning when you can. 

Adult Bible Study 
Please join us for the Adult 
Bible Study group during  
Sunday school hour! This is an 
informal discussion-based 
look at a different part of the 
Bible each week, followed by a 
discussion of how it applies to 
us in the 21st century. We hope 
to see you Sunday morning in 
the classroom right at the  
bottom of the stairs at the 
Oakgrove entrance! 

The Contemporary Issues 
class is basing its current dis-
cussion on the pastoral letter 
from the Council of Bishops, 
òGodõs Renewed Creation: 
Call to Hope and Action,ó that 
was issued in November 2009. 
In this letter the bishops 
write, òGodõs creation is in 
crisis. Our neglect, selfishness, 
and pride have fostered pan-
demic poverty and disease, 
environmental degradation, 

and the proliferation of weap-
ons and violence. We must 
begin the work of renewing 
creation by being renewed in 
our own hearts and minds.ó 
The bishopsõ letter, as well as 
the accompanying foundation 
document, can be downloaded 
from the Adult Christian  
Education page of WUMCõs 
Web site 
(www.williamsvilleumc.org).  
 

Contemporary Issues: Creation in Crisis 

òAwakening to the God Who 
is Already Thereó ð May 1 
On Saturday, May 1, from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the Evangel-
ism Ministry Team of The 
WNY Conference has asked 
professor and author Leonard 

Additional ACE Opportunities 

On this Web page, you will 
also find links to a study guide 
on the Call to Hope and  
Action Web site that we are 
using in this class. 
If you plan to attend this class, 
it would be helpful to read 
this information. Come when 
you can - you are always  
welcome! We meet upstairs in 
the nursery school gym, which 
can be reached by taking  
either the stairs or elevator. 

Sweet to provide a revolution-
ary look at evangelism; one 
that refuses to separate evan-
gelism from discipleship. This 
one-day course is being held at 
Faith United Methodist 
Church, 174 Pinnacle Road, 

Henrietta, NY. The registra-
tion fee, which is $35, includes 
lunch. A registration form can 
be downloaded from http://
wny.brickriver.com/files/
oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/
EMT_2010_Registration_ 
Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf. 

Eternal Perks 
 
For those of you 
not familiar with 

Eternal Perks, this is our little 
coffee shop set up in the 
church library, which is lo-
cated off the narthex. Every 
week between the first and 
second worship  

service, feel free to come in, 
relax, read the Sunday paper, 
and treat yourself to a cup of 
coffee! With so many coffee 
shops in the village, we know 
it is hard to pick one, but weõd 
love it if you would make  
Eternal Perks your first perk 
pick on a Sunday morning! 

http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/EMT_2010_Registration_Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf
http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/EMT_2010_Registration_Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf
http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/EMT_2010_Registration_Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf
http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/EMT_2010_Registration_Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf
http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/EMT_2010_Registration_Flyer_YSL6XXKI.pdf


Nurture & Visitation 
Caring Corner 

As I look out the window,  
the first signs of spring are 
appearing. The sun is out and 
getting stronger every day, 
the spring flower are starting 
to pop showing their faces to 
the sun, and I would like to 
go outside to sing and dance. 
The trees are making beauti-
ful music as the breeze rustles 
through the branches as they 
begin to wake from the long 
winter nap. And the birds are 
singing outside my kitchen 
window. 

The Bible tells us that when 
the Israelites crossed the sea 
and were safe the people sang 
and danced for joy. King 
David also rejoiced and 

danced when he brought 
Gods Covenant Box back. 

What great medicine music 
is! As you all know, I love to 
sing and dance, but did you 
know that music is the best 
medicine and has great side 
effects, that is actually enjoy-
able. Researchers have found 
that music is shown to have 
the ability to help organize 
the brain, especially vital to 
those who are affected with 
Alzheimerõs. 

I have found this to be true, 
when I do a worship service 
at a nursing home. The min-
ute we start to sing, even if 
those who are snoozing wake 
up and participate in the 

singing. Some clap their 
hands or tap their feet. Of 
course, these people do not 
need any music to sing the old 
hymns. They also love to sing 
the songs we learned as chil-
dren such as òThe B-I-B-L-E,ó 
òThis Little Light of Mine,ó or 
even òJacobs Ladder.ó It is 
with these songs that Godõs 
light surrounds each of these 
people. One more thing - 
sometimes we sing songs 
from the 1930s, 40s, and 50s, 
which the people also enjoy. 

Yes, music is great medicine. 
So, if you see me outside 
dancing around, maybe you 
will join me in rejoicing and 
mind opening. 
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We have a special Sunday on 
April 18 when we welcome 
back our old friends from 
Seneca Street United Meth-
odist Church. Brian Rotach, 
pastor of Seneca Street UMC, 
and Cheryl Bird, his wife and 
the primary force behind the 
churches after school pro-
gram, will be with us for both 
worship services on April 18. 
They will also join us  
between services in the 
"Contemporary Issues" class. 
During their visit, Brian and 
Cheryl will share their dream 
to transform the Seneca-
Babcock area neighborhood 

Outreach and Missions Musings 

Music is Great Medicine 
Barbara Saltarella 

òCome Dreamó with Seneca Street UMC - April 18 
Kevin Lyttle 

into a healthier, more eco-
friendly environment that 
provides opportunities for all 
to learn and grow in a safe 
and nurturing atmosphere - 
especially the children. They 
will also provide an update on 
their progress with various 
neighborhood outreach  
programs. 
Williamsville UMC has been 
a long-time supporter of  
Seneca Street UMC. We  
contribute on a monthly basis 
toward the operating  
expenses of the church. We 
also provide financial and 
"people" support to help 
sponsor a variety of other 

activities including field trips 
for their summer school  
students, their neighborhood 
Christmas party, and 
"Christmas Dinner" meal bags 
for families in the Seneca-
Babcock neighborhood.  
Several members of our  
Mission Team serve on the 
"Friends of Seneca Street" 
board that helps guide the 
direction of Seneca Street 
Church programs. 
Please join us for this Special 
Sunday to òdreamó with Brian 
and Cheryl and learn how we 
can continue to be a part of 
the Seneca Street UMC  
programs. See you on Sunday, 
April 18! 

Do you know the name 
of the young man who 

fell asleep, fell out a 
window, and died 

during a long sermon 
Paul was giving? The 

answer can be found in 
the book of Acts. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Provide shelter  

Infrastructure reconstruc-
tion  

Improve availability of clean 
water and sanitation 

Restore the means by which 
people make their living  

Improve the health and  
nutrition of those affected 
by this disaster  

UMCOR will be working with 
the local communities in the 
areas affected by the earth-
quake that occurred in Chile in 
February 2010. UMCOR will 
help rebuild Chile's shattered 
infrastructure and peoples' 
lives. UMCOR is particularly 
active in working in the follow-
ing areas: 

Please make contributions for 
this relief effort payable to Wil-
liamsville United Methodist 
Church and mark Chile Relief or 
Advance Special 3021178 on the 
check or offering envelope. 
Thanks for helping - and caring! 
 
Your Missions/Outreach Team 
 

Flandreau 
Indian School 
Chaplaincy 
Program 

Each year, the Chaplaincy  
provides handmade quilts, hats, 
gloves and scarves to help keep 
students warm during the cold 
months. Many students come 
from warmer climates and are ill 
prepared for a Midwestern  
winter. The Chaplaincy also 
provides publications such as 
Native Peoples, The Biblical 
Archaeology Review, and Chris-
tianity Today for use in personal 
devotions of students living in 
the dormitories. 
As the chaplain for this pro-
gram, I am free to bring the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ into these 
students' lives. In turn, they take 
their faith back to families and 
tribes. This is a starting place 
where the church can reach all 
of these tribes by ministering to 
their children. Throughout the 
week, the Chaplaincy provides 
activities that include Sunday 
worship, Scoping the Word, 
Wednesday evening movies, 
Keepers of the Flame, night 
hikes, storytelling, and fishing. 
 

Outreach and Missions Musings 

UMCOR Responds to the Chile Emergency 

 
Flandreau Indian School Chap-
laincy Program 
Rev. Ron McKinney, Chaplain 
This article provides insight into how 
your generous gifts to the Native 
American Ministries Sunday Offering 
become a blessing in the lives of others. 
In 1890, Congress appropriated 
$1,000 for the purchase of 160 
acres of land to be used as the 
site of an industrial school near 
the village of Flandreau, South 
Dakota. For more than 100 years, 
Flandreau Indian School has 
housed, cared for, and educated 
students during its nine-month 
school calendar. Today, this fed-
erally supported school has 
more than 20 buildings and fa-
cilities to provide a varied pro-
gram for 400 boarding students. 
In the 1970's, the United Meth-
odist Church brought the South 
Dakota Association of Christian 
Churches together to form the 
Flandreau Indian School  
Chaplaincy. It was the first fully 
approved and sponsored  
program of this coalition.  

Native American Ministries 
Sunday, which is the third Sun-
day after Easter, is one of the 
United Methodist churchwide 
offerings collected each year. 
This special offering is used to: 

·Nurture missions with  
Native Americans. 

·Help develop and strengthen 
Native American ministries 
within the annual conference. 

Provide scholarships for  
Native Americans attending 
United Methodist schools of 
theology and other schools 
approved by the University 
Senate of The United Meth-
odist Church. 

Expand the number of target 
cities in the Native American 
Urban Initiative, as set forth 

by the General 
Board of Global 
Ministries. 

Native American Ministries Sunday - April 18 

Stewardship Thoughts 



News from Open Door Nursery School 
Judy Knab 
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Dadõs Pancake 
Breakfast 
A good time was had by  
all at our recent Dadõs  
Pancake Breakfast. Dads or 
special guests entered at 
9:00 a.m. and went straight 
to work mixing, frying, and 
flipping along with their 
pint-sized assistants. We 
all assembled in Fillmore 
Hall at 9:30 to enjoy a deli-
cious breakfast with a little 
time left over for our guests 
to read a book or interact 
with their children in the 
classroom. This was a true 
memory-making event! 

Spring at ODNS 
We look forward to the 
coming of April at Open 
Door when the weather 
may allow us to venture 
outside and look for signs 
of spring. Growth is occur-
ring all around us at this 
time of year, but none is 
more evident than in our 
own students. From Sep-
tember until now, we  
observe huge gains in their 
cognitive, social, and 
physical skills. 
Our April calendar is 
shorter than most months  

 
 
due to both the Easter holi-
days and a spring break. 
School will not be in session 
on Good Friday or Easter 
Monday and during the 
week of April 19-23. 
At this time, a few openings 
are available in all grade 
levels: 3õs, 4õs, and Pre-K. 
Please call Judy Knab at  
633-1655 for more informa-
tion or check out our page 
on the WUMC Web site at 
http://
www.williamsvilleumc.org/
OpenDoorNursery-
School.aspx. 

In this section, you will learn about times of rejoicing, celebration, prayer, and sorrow that have 
been experienced in our church community since the last newsletter. From time to time, you 
will also find news in the òWhere Are They Now?ó section about current and former members 
and friends of WUMC that are no longer in the Buffalo area. 
 

In Our Prayers and 
Thoughts 
Prayers of healing and  
support are requested for 
Art Kliber, Russ Lewis, 
Jack Nill, Debbie Hein, and 
Louise Flickinger. ~  
Continuing prayers are 
asked for Mariano Baer, 
Charles Mastin, Sarah 
Gregory, Tamar Friedner, 
and Rev. John Beeson. 
 

In Memory 
We extend our sympathy and prayers 

to Bruce Wattle and his family on the 
death of Bruceõs sister, Thelma Wattle. 
The WNY Conference regrets to  

inform you that Mrs. L. Flo Dewey, 
married for 62 years to The Rev. Dr. 
Keith M. Dewey, died on February 13 
after battling Multiple Myeloma. She 
was 82 years old. An Open House was 
held at her Bath home. A celebration of 
Flo's Life will be held on Saturday, May 
29, at Pine Creek U.M. Church, Gaines, 
PA, with Floõs son, Pastor Dennis 
Dewey, officiating. 

Rejoicing, Prayers & News From the Pews 

Blessings and Congratulations 
Congratulations to Chris Wylie, who has been 
approved for commissioning and probationary 
membership. This is an important step as Chris 
continues his journey toward Ordination. 

Note of Thanks 
òOur Hearts thank each and every one of you for 
your prayers, your concern, and your beautiful get-
well cards. We miss all of you and hope we will be 
back to church soon. God loves you, and so do we.ó 
 Love, Paul & Diane Westacott 
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Spring Flower Sale! 
Spring has arrived, which means it is time for WUMCõs  
annual flower sale! Just complete the form included with 
this newsletter to support this fundraiser and beautify your 
garden by ordering hanging baskets, six-pack or full flats of 
bedding plants, and potted plants. The nursery we use pro-
vides a nice variety of healthy, full plants at a reasonable 
price. Please place your completed form, along with the full 
payment, in the collection plate during worship services or 
leave the form and payment in the church office. Be sure to 
submit your order and payment between April 3 and May 2. 
Then mark your calendar to pick up your plants on either 
Saturday, May 15, from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. or Sunday, May 16, 
after worship services. Extra flowers will be available for 
purchase on a first-come-first-serve basis. Additional forms 
are available in the church office. Please call Shelley Kayne 
for more information. 

Community Bulletin Board  

Volunteers Needed for Funeral Receptions 
The Member Care Team is in need of people to help with 
funeral receptions. You can be of help in the following 
ways: 

Help set up the parlor or Fillmore Hall 

Either bake or purchase cookies or a dessert 

Buy milk and/or punch ingredients 

Set food items on serving trays 

Set a serving table 

Make coffee, tea, punch, etc. 

Serve food and drinks 

Clean up after the receptions 
If this is something you are interested in, please call the 
church office at 634-4800 to leave a message. One of the 
Member Care Team will return your call to discuss how 
you can be of service. 

Recycle, Recycle, Recycle! 
Donõt forget about our Recycling Bin at the back of the 
church parking lot. Please bring your old newspaper, 
catalogues, magazines, paperback books, hard cover 
books with the covers removed, junk mail, and other  
paper to the Recycle Bin. The more we collect each 
month, the more we receive per ton. 

Solution for Worship Service Wiggles 
Do you have a child who gets the wiggles during the wor-
ship service? Quiet activity clipboards for children to use 
during the worship service are available on the small book-
shelf at the back of the sanctuary. Please ask an usher if you 
need help. 


