
Festival of the 
Christian Home 
Pastor Rich Neal 

While most of the world (it 

seems) will be following Hall-

markõs lead and observing 

Motherõs Day on May 9, the 

church will be following  

another lead as we celebrate 

Festival of the Christian 

Home. 

Observing Motherõs Day is 

not out of place in the church. 

Our relationship with our 

parents is so important that it 

rates one of only ten places in 

the original list of Godõs com-

mandments: òHonor your 

father and mother, so that 

your days may be long in the 

land that the Lord your God 

is giving youó (Exod. 20:12). 

And Jesus warned against 

letting anything, even expres-

sions of faith, prevent our 

doing the right thing for our 

parents (Matt. 15:1-9). 

Motherõs Day can be a mean-

ingful opportunity to witness 

to our faith. We also need to 

consider the bigger picture 

and rethink the basis of rela-

tionship. Itõs not biology that 

creates families in the reign of 

God, according to Jesus. Itõs 

something else. 

Once when Jesusõ mother and 

brothers came looking for 

him, apparently to keep him 

from making a fool ð or worse 

ð of himself (Mark 3:21), he 

turned away from them and 

radically redefined family. 

òWhoever does the will of 

God,ó he said, òis my brother 

and sister and motheró  

(Mark 3:35). 

Jesus did not say, I believe, 

that our biological families 

are unimportant. I think he 

said that sometimes our bio-

logical families can too easily 

restrain us from living the 

kind of life God calls us to 

live. At the point where Jesusõ 

mother and other relatives 

tried to pull him back into 

conformity to family and so-

cial expectations, he said a 

firm òNo.ó True family, he 

said, is not a matter of blood-

line. Itõs a matter of faith line, 

a relationship with those who 

do Godõs will. 

Sometimes our biological 

families and our spiritual 

families are the same. We can 

celebrate that and learn to let 

obedience to Godõs will shape 

our natural families. Some-

times our biological and spiri-

tual families are at odds with 

each other. Thatõs why Jesus 

could both affirm our obliga-

tion to our parents and also 

say, òI have come to set a man 

against his father and a 

daughter against her mother, 

and oneõs foes will be mem-

bers of oneõs own house-

holdó (Matt. 10:35-36). Our 

natural and spiritual families 

are not always the same, and 

sometimes we must choose 

between them. 

Thatõs why on May 9 we will 

observe Motherõs Day, but we 

will also celebrate a relation-

ship thatõs more important - 

Festival of the Christian Home. 
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Sunday, May 2 
Both service 
Youth Sunday 
 
Sunday, May 9 
Both services 
Mothersõ Day and òFestival of 
the Ctian Homeó celebration 
 
Saturday, May 15 
1:00 ð 5:00 p.m. 
Flower Sale Pickup 
 
Sunday, May 23  
Pentecost and Confirmation 
Sunday in 11:00 a.m. service 
 
Monday, May 31  
Memorial Day ð Church Office 
Closed 
 
Sunday, June 7 
10:00 a.m. 
Summer Worship Service 
Hours Begin ð Only one service 
until fall 
 
Sunday, June 13 
12:00 Noon 
Annual Church Picnic 
4:00-7:30 p.m. 
Chiavettaõs Chicken BBQ 
 
Saturday, June 19  
Upstate New York United 
Methodist Conference,       
Syracuse 

Upcoming Events The Methodist 
Messenger 



Detroit, Michigan is situated 

roughly 30 miles from where 

several of our youth will be on 

a mission trip this summer 

during the week of July 4-10. 

We will find ourselves  

immersed among 2,000 Chip-

pewa, Potawatomi, and  

Ottawa who call Walpole 

Island, Ontario their home. 

Many of the people will speak 

their native dialects. One  

language that is understood 

across all peoples and time is 

that of love. 

During this week, our youth 

group will team up with 

other youth groups and  

volunteers from all over the 

country to demonstrate our 

love for the Lord and our 

neighbors. We are taking this 

opportunity to have our 

hearts blessed and our spirits 

lifted. With each hammering 

of a nail into a piece of wood 

and digging of a hole for a 

fence post, we are demon-

strating the grace and love  

of God. 

We believe that this is more 

than just a work camp where 

we do odd jobs. Instead, it is 

also a pathway that will allow 

us to enter into a deeper and 

more meaningful relationship 

not only with the peoples of 

Walpole Island, but also with 

the other youth from around 

the country, our own youth 

group, and ultimately with 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

In the weeks and months 

ahead, we covet your prayers 

for all who are involved in 

this mission trip. We trust 

that this missional opportu-

nity will be a rich and  

rewarding experience for our 

youth. If you have been part 

of a mission outreach that has 

touched your heart or if you 

are interested being a part of 

one, please share your experi-

ences and interests with me. I 

would love to hear from you! 

Up My Life." Our wonderful hand-

bell soloist, Dr. Ben Atanacio, will 

play "Come Home," which is a 

hymn medley based on "Softly and 

Tenderly, Jesus is Calling" by  

W. Thompson. It is really amazing 

how Ben manages to play all those 

bells by himself! 

On May 23, the WUMC orches-

tra will accompany the Chancel 

Choir for two anthems. The   

orchestra consists of WUMC 

members, some of their family 

members, students who are home 

from college, and friends from the 

Buffalo Philharmonic. Lovingly 

nicknamed the "Rock of Ages Phil-

harmonic" by our own Buffalo  

Philharmonic guest conductor, 

Youth Mission Trip to Walpole Island 
Pastor Nick Perry 

òWe believe that this is 

more than just a work 

camp where we do  

odd jobs.ó 
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Judy Stafford 

On Mother's Day, May 9, the 

Advent Choir will sing for the last 

time this season. Their anthem is 

"I Will Sing of Your Great Love" 

with a couple of featured soloists. 

The children will also join the 

Chancel Choir in singing the  

joyous "My God Is Mighty" by  

D. Hampton. In addition, the  

Memorial Handbell Choir will 

ring "Will the Circle Be  

Unbroken" by D. Glasper, which  

is also their last performance of 

the season. 

On May 16, we will feature two 

lovely hymn medleys. The Chancel 

Choir will sing "Be Thou My   

Vision" combined with "You Light 

Music and Worship Notes 

Paul Ferington, they will perform 

"The Prayer" by Carole Bayer Sager 

and "You Raise Me Up" by B.  

Graham, arranged by T. Fettke 

and combined with the old hymn 

"Be Still My Soul" by Jean Sibelius, 

1899. 

On May 30, Memorial Day week-
end, we will hear the Chancel 
Choir sing "America the Beautifuló 
by K.L. Bates, in their final per-
formance until next fall. In addi-
tion, Jenn Hinklin will sing "God 
Bless America" by Irving Berlin. 

Although we miss our choirs  
during their much deserved  
summer vacation, we look  
forward to hearing all the special 
music and soloists who volunteer 
their time to provide music for our 
services all summer long. 

Special Music throughout May 



Chancel Choir Easter Brunch 
For over 20 years, our music directors, Wendy 

Amuso and Judy Stafford, have organized a deli-

cious brunch on Easter Sunday morning for all of 

the people involved in the two worship services. 

This year the Easter brunch was served to approximately 75 people between the 

9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services including the Chancel Choir members, their families, 

the ushers, and the pastors. A special thank you to everyone who prepared 

brunch dishes and to Carol Forden and Lori Aloisio who were are servers.  

We had a lovely time of feasting and fellowship! 
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Betsy Reeds, Karen and Paul Ferington, and  
Paul Schlossman 

Bill and Sally Heim, Carol Descutner, and Judy Nill 

Judy Stafford and granddaughter 

Wendy Amuso and granddaughter 
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Pentecost, which is one of 

the principal days of the 

Christian year, is cele-

brated 50 days after Easter. 

In fact, the Greek word 

pentecoste means "fiftieth 

day." According to Jewish 

tradition, the Ten Com-

mandments were given to 

Moses 50 days after the 

first Passover. As the He-

brews settled in Canaan, 

the feast became a time to 

honor God for blessing the 

fruits of their labors. 

According to the book of 

Acts, Pentecost is the day 

on which the Holy Spirit 

came upon the apostles 

and others assembled in 

Jerusalem. This day marks 

the beginning of the Chris-

tian church and the procla-

mation of its message 

throughout the world. For 

this reason, Pentecost is 

often referred to as the 

birthday of the church. 

There are many Pentecost 

traditions. Traditionally, 

Pentecost has been a day 

for baptisms. Because it 

was the custom in the early 

church for persons being 

baptized to wear white 

robes or clothing, the day 

also became known as 

òwhite Sunday,ó which  

is also known as  

Whitsunday. 

Pentecost is a time of re-

newal for Christian believ-

ers. This holy celebration 

reminds us of the empow-

erment from the Holy 

Spirit, the blessing of spiri-

tual gifts, and developing a 

deeper intimacy with God. 

For Christians, the celebra-

tion of Pentecost imparts 

faith, hope, a sharing of 

community, and an aware-

ness of a purpose much 

greater than themselves. 

1 Excerpted from òPentecost: 
Stories of Renewal for Christian 

Believers,ó by David Katski, 

ShareFaith.com, http://

www.faithclipart.com/guide/

Christian-Holidays/meaning-of-

pentecost.html. 

History of Pentecost1 ð May 23 

Honoring the Forty Fellowship - June 6 
During the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, June 6, we will be honoring  

current members of the Forty Fellowship and inducting new members. Members of 

this group have 40+ years of continuous membership, service, and support of 

WUMC. Everyone is invited to attend the reception following the worship service. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Traditionally, Pentecost 
was the day when new 

believers were baptized 
and accepted as members 
into the church. For this 
reason, this yearõs confir-

mands will be accepted 
as members of WUMC 

on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 23. 



WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 
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Birthing Kit Contents 

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon 

plastic bag: 

1 hotel-size bar of soap (1 oz. and up)  

1 pair of clean latex gloves  

1 square yard of clear 4 mil plastic 
sheeting  

3 pieces of clean string each 12ó long  

1 clean single use razor blade 
(carefully wrap the blade in paper or 
plastic to protect it and keep it from 
causing injury)  

2 flannel receiving blankets, each 1 
square yard 

Layette Kit Contents 
6 cloth diapers 

2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits 

2 baby washcloths 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 diaper pins 

1 sweater open in the front 

2 receiving blankets 

The Upper New York VIM and Disaster 

Response Teams thank you for helping in 

our service to others. 

UMCOR, the disaster response arm of the 

United Methodist Church, is asking for help 

caring for new mothers and babies that are 

being born in the relief shelters and relocation 

centers across Haiti. Many mothers have little 

for themselves, and their newborns have even 

less. UMCOR is helping address this need by 

providing Birthing and Layette Kits. 

Our new Upstate New York United Method-

ist Conference is asking those attending the 

Conference in Syracuse on June 19 to bring 

Birthing and Layette Kits from your church 

community to contribute to these relief  

efforts. 

All emergency kits are planned carefully to 

make them usable in the greatest number of 

situations. Since strict rules often govern 

product entry into international countries, it 

is important that kits contain only the items 

listed belowñnothing more. All items in-

cluded in kits must be NEW. Do NOT include 

any personal notes, money, or additional ma-

terials since these items must be painstak-

ingly removed, which delays shipment. 

Friends of Findley Work Weekend ð May 14-16 
The Friends of Findley will 

gather at Camp Findley for 

the Spring 2010 Work Week-

end on May 14 ð 16. This is 

always an exciting time and a 

blessing to all involved - camp 

staff, Board of Directors, vol-

unteers, campers, and people 

on retreat through the year. 

This year, we have some ag-

gressive and exciting projects 

including rebuilding the Tree-

house, installing electric at 

the Waterfront, finishing the 

Lower Pavilion, and much 

more. To accomplish these 

projects, we will need some 

additional financial and  

human resources. 

For more information about 

the Work Weekend on May 

14-16, registration forms, and 

the schedule, please go to 

www.campfindley.org. We 

hope to see you for the Work 

Weekend. If you can't make it 

that weekend, but can sup-

port the efforts financially, it 

would be much appreciated! 

Collecting Birthing and Layette Kits for Haiti 



Dear Lord, it's such a hectic day  
With little time to stop and pray.  
For life's been anything but calm,  

Since You called on me to be a mom.  
Running errands, matching socks,  

Building dreams with building blocks.  
Cooking, cleaning, finding shoes,  

And other stuff that children lose.  
Fitting lids on bottled bugs,  

Wiping tears, and giving hugs.  
A stack of last weekõs mail to read.  
So, where's the quiet time I need?  
Yet when I steal a minute, Lord,  
Just at the sink or ironing board  

To ask the blessings of Your grace,  
I see then in my small one's face,  

That you have blessed me  
All the while  

And I stop to kiss  

That precious smile. 

Christian Education Team Meeting ð May 3 

Christian Education News 
 

A warm welcome to anyone interested in attending our Christian Education Team meetings. 

We are always looking for new faces and ideas. So, if you have ever thought about becoming 

more involved in this ministry, please join us on the first Monday of every month. This month we 

will meet on Monday, May 3, at 7:00 p.m. in the churchõs outer office. Hope to see you then! 

Happy  
Motherõs Day! 
In honor of all the wonderful 

moms in our lives, we  

would like to share this 

poem. A very special òHappy 

Motherõs Dayó from the 

Christian Education  

Ministry Team! 
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Childrenõs CE Dates  
to Remember 
Sunday, May 2  
Both services  
Youth Sunday 
 

Monday, May 3  
7:00 p.m.  
Christian Education Team 
Meeting 
 

Sunday, May 16  
9:45 ð 10:30 a.m.  
Practice for Sundae Sunday 
 

Sunday, May 23  
9:45 ð 10:30 a.m.  
Sundae Sunday 
 

Sunday, May 23  
Last day of ALL Christian 
Education classes for the 
summer! 
 

Sunday, May 23  
11:00 a.m. service  
Pentecost and Confirmation 
Sunday 
 

Sunday, July 4 ð 10 
Senior High Youth Mission 
Trip to Walpole Island,  
Ontario 
 

August 9 ð 13 
Galactic Blast Vacation Bible 

School 

 

Donõt Miss Sundae 
Sunday ð May 23 
Our last day of Sunday school 

for this school year is almost 

here! This year just flew by! On 

Sunday, May 23, join us as we 

celebrate another faith-filled 

year of fun together. From 9:45 

ð 10:15 a.m., your children will 

enjoy spending time with their 

regular Sunday school teachers 

before our summer break. Then, 

at 10:15 a.m., all the children 

and youth Sunday school 

classes will gather in Fillmore 

Hall to make our delicious ice 

cream sundaes - parents are 

welcome to join us too! We are 

always looking for extra people 

to scoop ice cream, so if you are 

available to be an extra scooper, 

please let Judy Toone know. 



Camper Scholarships Available to 
Camp Asbury and Camp Findley 
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Get Ready to Blast 
Off to Vacation Bible 
School ð August 9-13 
Get ready to blast off to a new 
cosmic adventure at our Vaca-
tion Bible School this year! 
Every day we will orbit to a 
new mission where weõll learn 
about how wonderful, incredi-
ble, amazing, magnificent, and 
awesome our God! The dates 
for our Galactic Blast VBS this 
year are August 9-13. 

Each year we partner with St. 
Paulõs Lutheran and Faith 
UCC to provide a weeklong 
VBS. Each church takes turns 
hosting the location. This year 
our VBS will be held at Faith 
United Church of Christ, 
which is at the corner of  
Maple and Hopkins. 

Please mark your calendars 
now to join us for this òOut  
of Worldó week! Watch for 
more details to follow in our 
weekly Messenger regarding 
volunteer planning dates for 
this out-of-this-world week  
of adventure! 

òOne Great Hour of Sharing Boxesó ð 
Itõs Not Too Late! 
òOne Great Hour of Sharingó boxes came home with your 

children after the Lenten Fair on March 7. The children 

were encouraged to follow the directions each day until 

Easter. The money they raise will to be used to purchase 

blankets for UMCOR. If for some reason, you forgot to 

bring to bring your box back in April, itõs not too late! Please 

return the boxes to your Sunday school teachers so we can 

buy some blankets for others in need! 

It is time to think about 

summer camp and we just 

happen to have two beauti-

ful United Methodist sum-

mer camps right in our own 

back yard ð Camp Asbury 

and Camp Findley! This 

summer, why not send your 

child to one of these camps? 

Camp Asbury and Camp 

Findley are full of opportu-

nities for everyone! Like to 

fish, horseback ride, tent 

camp, or have a new adven-

ture every day? If so, these 

are the camps for you! The 

added bonus of attending a 

United Methodist camp is 

that along with fun adven-

tures, campers also learn to 

live their faith each day! We 

even have a camp for chil-

dren 5-years-old through 

second grade. These chil-

dren come to camp for a few 

days with their parent or 

grandparent to find out 

what camp is all about. 

Camp brochures, registra-

tion forms, and additional 

info are currently available. 

See Judy Toone or call the 

church office at 634-4800 

for more information. 

Scholarships are available if 

need be, so please donõt let 

cost keep your children 

from this wonderful sum-

mertime experience! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

As of July 1, the  
Niagara Frontier 
District Office is 
moving from the 
University UMC 

location to the pre-
sent Conference 
Center Building. 

This move is part of 
a Conference-wide 
initiative to make 
the best possible 

use of former con-
ference properties. 



Junior and Senior High Youth 
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Youth Group Meeting Schedules 
Listed below are the meeting dates for the Junior High Youth Group and the Senior High 
Youth Group through the end of the 2009 - 2010 school year. If you have any questions 
about our meeting dates or activities, or if you have comments or concerns, please feel free 
to contact Pastor Nick Perry or Judy Toone. 
 

Junior High Youth Group Schedule         Senior High Youth Group Schedule 
May 2  May 1 
Regular Meeting  Youth Service Practice  
6:30-8:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 

 May 14-15 
 Overnight at Lasertron  
 times TBA 
 May 23 
 Regular Meeting: 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Pastor Nick Perry 

We are reminded of an ancient 
practice in the Holy Land. 
When a person went to the 
marketplace to buy yards of 
silk, they would step with  
the cloth away from the  
merchantõs booth to hold up 
the fabric to the sun. The sun 
would peek through the fabric 
exposing the flaws of that  
particular piece of silk. 

A few months ago during a 
youth and parents meeting, we 
held the Senior High Youth 
program up to the sun to find 
our own imperfections and 
flaws. A number of things that 
have gone well, and we cele-
brate those. However, we  
also highlighted many areas  
of concern. 

The ideas expressed during 
the meeting were heard and 
they echo through our minds 
and hearts. We want to begin 
the long process of overhaul-
ing the youth group to meet as 

the summer and early fall. We 
would like this committee to 
meet once a month for pur-
poses of planning, sharing 
information, and providing 
feedback. This model will help 
ensure that this is your youth 
group. 

We are excited about the up-
coming year and the direction 
and shape of your youth 
group. However, this is only 
possible if you become in-
volved. If you are interested in 
planning for this summer and 
the beginning of the new 
youth year next September, 
please contact either Judy 
Toone or Nick Perry  
(634-4800) by early May. 

We would love to hear from 
you. You have our support and 
the support of the church be-
hind you. Please direct your 
questions or concerns and 
your willingness to lead our 
youth group to us. We honor 
and look forward to your  
responses and initiative. 

many of these concerns as pos-
sible. Perhaps no piece of cloth 
is perfect, but we will strive 
together to aim for excellence. 
It will not happen overnight, 
although that would be great. 
Like in a whirlpool in a swim-
ming pool, we are more than 
willing to fight the strong cur-
rents of change with you as we 
seek a youth program that will 
meet the needs of all. Judy 
Toone and I took the lists from 
that meeting and grouped 
them into several manageable 
categories including Commu-
nication, Youth Leadership/
Participation, Mission/
Outreach, and others. 

We are excited to announce 
the creation of a youth com-
mittee. This committee is open 
to anyone attending high 
school in the fall. The goal is to 
provide a place for the youth 
to have control of the planning 
and execution of youth events. 
This committee will begin 
meeting in early May to map 
out events and activities for 

Information for Senior High Youth and Parents 

Youth Sunday ð 
May 2 
This year Youth Sunday 
will be during both 
worship services on 
May 2. Please mark 
your calendars and join 
us for this very special 
Sunday that highlights 
worship from the per-
spective of our youth. 

Confirmation  
Sunday ð May 23 
After meeting for eight 
weeks with Pastor 
Nick Perry, our confir-
mation classes for this 
year are drawing to a 
close. After we com-
plete our last lesson is 
on Saturday, May 22, 
we will share a dinner 
together. On Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23, the 
confirmands who com-
plete the classes will be 
introduced to the con-
gregation during the 
11:00 a.m. worship service. 


