
 

What is your greatest hope? 

What is your greatest need? 

What is your most urgent 

question? On a recent Sunday, 

I invited you to respond to 

these questions during wor-

ship. Many of you did, and 

your responses have been as 

enlightening as they have 

been moving. 

Nick Perry, Barbara Saltarella, 

and I will sift through your 

responses to see what com-

mon themes emerge as we 

plan our pastoral ministries. 

Judy Toone will consider 

them in planning the ministry 

of Christian education. Judy 

Stafford and Wendy Amuso 

will have them in mind as 

they plan their music minis-

try. Denise Barham will be 

guided by them in her admin-

istrative ministries. 

One theme already stands out 

clearly. In one way or another, 

a large number of you identi-

fied love as your greatest 

need. It was among the most 

frequent responses you made, 

and it invites further ques-

tions: What is the need that 

can be satisfied best (or only) 

by love? What is love? How 

can we recognize the differ-

ence between authentic and 

inauthentic love, between 

love that satisfies our true, 

deep need and love that satis-

fies merely a superficial appe-

tite? What is the relationship 

between giving and receiving 

love? How does our need for 

love and our ability to provide 

it shape our life together as a 

Christian congregation? 

Lots of other questions spin 

out regarding our need for 

love, and thatõs only the tip of 

the iceberg. There were many 

other responses to the ques-

tion of need, and I havenõt 

even touched yet on the other 

two questions. There is a 

wealth of material here to 

work with, and in all of your 

responses you are present, 

guiding our life together as 

we òwork out [our] own sal-

vation in fear and trembling,ó 

trusting òit is God who is at 

work in [us]ó (Phil. 2:12-13). 

Especially you will be guiding 

your pastors and staff ð Nick, 

Barbara, Judy T., Judy S., 

Wendy, Denise, and me ð  

as we work with you in  

responding to the hopes, 

needs, and questions you 

identified. Now thereõs an 

effort we can sink our  

teeth into. 
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On Tuesday, April 27, Wendy 

Amuso and I were privileged 

to attend the Annual Donor 

Appreciation Concert at 

Kleinhans Music Hall. We 

were thrilled to hear Vivaldi's 

Concerto in F major for Three 

Violins performed by the Buf-

falo Philharmonic Orchestra 

and WUMC's own Bob, 

Megan, and Tea' Prokes. Bob 

arranged the second move-

ment of the piece to include 

guitar. JoAnn Falletta came 

right down from the  

conductor's podium to  

play it with Bob and his  

beautiful daughters. 

Bob Prokes has been a mem-

ber of the BPO since 1982. He 

is also a member of Ars Nova 

Musicians Chamber Orches-

tra. Megan holds a Bachelor 

and Master of Fine Arts from 

Carnegie Mellon University, 

and is currently a member of 

the Richmond Symphony 

Orchestra. Tea' holds a Bache-

lor of Music and Music Edu-

cation degrees from Boston 

University, and is pursuing a 

Masters Degree in violin per-

formance from the University 

of Michigan. All three fre-

quently play for services at 

our church and we are truly 

blessed to have them! 

During the same concert, Paul 

Ferington conducted the or-

chestra in Tchaikovsky's Sym-

phony No. 3 in D major. After-

ward, the Orchestra Commit-

tee, consisting of all the musi-

cians of the BPO, presented 

Paul with a very special gift: 

an orchestra piece commis-

sioned to honor Paul's 25th 

anniversary conducting the 

orchestra. The composer was 

none other than our own 

Christopher Rogerson! His 

dedication is quoted here: 

òThe musicians of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra ap-
proached me in 2009 about 
possibly commissioning me to 
write a concert opener. I was 
thrilled by the offer. Then I 
learned that the piece was to be 
in honor of Paul Ferington, in 
his 25th year on the conducting 
staff of the BPO. It couldn't 
have been more perfect: we go to 
the same church and we have 
performed many times together 
including a concert on Christ-
mas Eve about every year. But 
more than that, Paul has been a 
great mentor and friend to me. 
He is one of those rare people 
whose joy for life is contagious 
to every person around him. 
When I was approached about 
this, I was really excited: a cele-
bratory piece for Paul - and it 
was to be ôfittingly joyous.õ 
Thus, came Luminosity ð a 
portrait of the light and excite-
ment Paul exudes. My deepest 

thanks are to the musicians of 
the Buffalo Philharmonic, 
JoAnn Falletta, and of course, 
Paul Ferington.ó 

-Chris Rogerson, Spring 2010 

In addition, Paul was pre-

sented the Buffalo Philhar-

monic Chorus Jessamine E. 

Long Award on Sunday, April 

25. This is an annual award 

that is given to one person 

who has given generously of 

their time and talents to the 

chorus over many years. Paul 

was active as a member of the 

Board of Directors for six 

years, served on the Music 

Committee, filled in as  

Interim Music Director for 

the chorus, prepared the  

chorus for their most recent 

recording of the music of 

Randol Bass, and he serves as 

a liaison between the chorus 

and the BPO. Four members 

of WUMC sing with the  

chorus: Ian Brost, Karen 

Ferington, Lori Pacer, and 

Phil Reynolds. 

Chris Rogerson is a senior at 

Curtis Institute of Music in 

Philadelphia, and continues 

to perform at our church of-

ten. Paul Ferington can be 

found playing the Clavinova 

for the choir most Sunday 

mornings. How did we get so 

lucky?! 

òAll three frequently 

play for services at 

our church and we 

are truly blessed to 

have them!.ó 
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WUMC Members Honored by BPO 
Judy Stafford 

Music and Worship Notes 



Cherokee Legend: Rite of Passage 
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Do you know the legend of the Cherokee Indian youth's 

Rite of Passage? 

His father takes him into the forest, blindfolds 

him and leaves him alone. The boy is required 

to sit on a stump the whole night and not re-

move the blindfold until the rays of the morn-

ing sun shine through it. He cannot cry out for 

help to anyone. 

Once he survives the night, he is a MAN. He 

cannot tell the other boys of this experience, 

because each lad must come into manhood on 

his own. 

The boy is naturally terrified. He can hear all 

kinds of noises. Wild beasts must surely be all 

around him. Maybe even some human might 

do him harm. The wind blew the grass and 

earth, and shook his stump, but he sat stoi-

cally, never removing the blindfold since this 

is the only way the boy can become a man! 

Finally, after a horrific night, the sun appeared 

and the boy removed his blindfold. It was then 

that he discovered his father sitting on the 

stump next to him. He had been at watch the 

entire night, protecting his son from harm. 

Moral of the Story 

This touching story speaks beautifully of the 

bond between father and son and of a fatherõs 

protective watch over his children. On a 

deeper level, it also reminds us that we are 

never alone. Even when we do not know it, 

God is watching over us, sitting on the stump 

beside us. When trouble comes, all we have to 

do is reach out to Him. 

"For we walk by faith, not by sight." 2 Corinthians 5:7 

WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 

On April 20, Bishop Marcus 

Matthews announced the re-

alignment of districts in the 

New York West Area of The 

United Methodist Church to 

be implemented July 1, 2010 

following the closing sessions 

of the North Central New York 

and the Western New York 

Annual Conferences. The re-

alignment is in response to a 

report from a task force, who 

were empowered by New Area/

Conference Team (ACT) to 

explore the best way to carry 

out the superintendency with 

regard to the vision, mission, 

and core values adopted last 

June. 

The work of this task force 

established some guiding prin-

ciples that will continue to 

inform and guide our under-

standing of superintendency in 

the new annual conference. The 

first of which is, òThe focus of 

the work of the District Super-

intendent is mission.ó Another 

way of putting this is, òThe DS 

is a conference Missioner. In 

other words, the emphasis is on 

the DS as leader, and less as 

manager.ó 

Because the new alignment will 

take effect in the new confer-

ence of the Upper New York 

Area, the cabinet and Bishop 

Matthews looked across the 

boundaries of our current con-

ferences to create a balanced 

distribution of churches and 

charges. Among the criteria 

considered were geography, 

sociological attributes, traffic 

patterns, and culture. With the 

desire to strengthen the district 

by natural relationships, the 

cabinet specifically looked for 

functional, natural, and rela-

tional connections between 

communities. 

In addition, New ACT and 

those preparing the second half 

2010 budget and the full budget 

for 2011, made a commitment to 

Bishop Marcus Matthews Announces  
Realignment of Districts - Effective July 1 

not increase local church min-

istry shares/apportionments for 

the second half of 2010. The 

realignment of districts in both 

the Albany and New York 

West Areas will assist in this 

commitment. 

A complete list of the churches 

that will be in the eight new 

districts from the NYW Area 

that will be a part of the New 

Upper New York Annual Con-

ference can be downloaded 

from http://wnyumc.org/

page.asp?PKValue=1255. The 

superintendents currently serv-

ing these districts will be ap-

pointed until June 30, 2011. 

http://wnyumc.org/page.asp?PKValue=1255
http://wnyumc.org/page.asp?PKValue=1255
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A medical mission trip is 

being led by Pastor Rick 

Koch to Asuncion,  

Paraguay from July 24 -  

August 7, 2010. The group 

will work from a mobile 

medical clinic that goes 

wherever the greatest 

needs are. The cost of the 

trip, which includes 

round trip airfare, room, 

board, and all local  

transportation, is $2,100. 

Pastor Koch will coordi-

nate all details including 

visas, tickets, etc. 

They have the beginnings 

of a great team including 

a dentist and a medical 

doctor, BUT they would 

like to have a couple of 

additional health care 

providers. Specifically, 

they are looking for nurse 

practitioners, physician 

assistants, or medical 

doctors to join this team. 

This is their third trip to 

this area; so many more 

details are available for 

interested people.  

Contact Rev. Rick Koch 

Need Health Care Providers for Mission Trip ð July 24ðAugust 7 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Web site for 

the new Upper New 
York Area of the 

United Methodist 
Church is http://

uppernewyork.org. 

WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 

with questions  

or if you can help 

(MinisterRx@aol.com). 

They will be doing fund-

raising to help toward the 

cost of "treating" the team 

to a time of fun as well. 

For example, they hope to 

travel to see the Falls 

Iquasu in Brazil. 

Dates to  Remem-
ber  

Monday, June 7 
6:00 p.m. 

CE Team and Teacher End
-of-Year Picnic 

Sunday, June 13 

http://uppernewyork.org
http://uppernewyork.org


Christian Education News 

Page 5  The Methodist  Messenger Volume 59, Issue 5 

End of Year Christian 
Education Picnic ð June 7 
Itõs time to celebrate another amazing year 

together! To all who either served on the CE 

team or helped teach this year, we invite you 

to join us on Monday, June 7, at 6:00 p.m. for a 

picnic at the home of Cheri Pascoe. Please 

bring a chair and a dish to share. Christian 

Education will supply the rest. Please R.S.V.P. 

to Judy Toone at 634-4800. 

BE CAREFUL 
Be careful of your thoughts 

for your thoughts become your word. 

Be careful of your words 

for your words become your actions. 

Be careful of your actions 

for your actions become your habits. 

Be careful of your habits 

for your habits become your character. 

Be careful of your character 

for your character becomes your destiny. 

-Unknown 

Christian Education 
Team Meeting ð June 14 
Our last Christian Education meeting before 

we take off for the summer will be held  

Monday, June 14. We are already planning 

next year by looking at different curriculums, 

planning topics, and mapping out next yearõs 

calendar. From 6:30 ð 7:30, we will plan for 

our kindergarten through 4th grades. Planning 

for our 5th through 12th grades will follow from 

7:30 ð 8:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend! 

Childrenõs CE 
Dates  

to Remember 
 

Monday, June 7 
6:00 p.m. 

CE Team and Teacher        
End-of-Year Picnic 

 
Sunday, June 13  

10:00 a.m. 
Recognition of graduating 
seniors and CE teachers 

 
Monday, June 14 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
CE Team Meeting for K-4th 

grade 
 

Monday, June 14 
7:30-8:30 p.m. 

CE Team Meeting for 5th ð 
12th grade 

 
July 4 ð 10 

Senior High Youth Mission 
Trip to Walpole Island,  

Ontario 
 

August 1 ð 4 
Kingdom Bound 

 
August 9 ð 13 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Galactic Blast Vacation  
Bible School at Faith UCC 



Recognition of Teachersð June 13 
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For thousands of years, God has asked people to participate in the work of helping others come 

to know him and live as people of faith. These teachers and leaders have come in many shapes 

and forms, from many backgrounds, and with many levels of ability. But each has somehow 

heard a call to teach and has responded. 

They might not even realize that they responded to a call. They might have thought they merely 

answered another one of Judy Tooneõs endless pleas for help. Or maybe they were thinking it 

was their turn to help with the third graders! But what they were actually doing was answering 

a call from God 

Please join us Sunday, June 13, at our 10:00 a.m. service as we recognize the following people and 

their contributions to our Christian Education ministry program. As you greet them in church, 

please take a moment to thank them for answering the Godõs call to assist with Christian Educa-

tion this year! 

Nursery Care: 
Kathy Ciccone, Amanda Dickerman, and 
Allison Soucise. A special thanks to Kathy 
Zarbo, who fills in whenever we need her! 
3- and 4-Year-Olds: 
Amy Roberts, Sarah Hein and Andrea 
Reinhart 
Kindergarten: 
Carol Descutner 
1st and 2nd Grade: 
Debbie Hein 
3rd and 4th Grade: Victoria McVay 
Rotation Leaders: 
Cheri Pascoe, LoriAnn Brown, Toni Clancy, 
Sheila Ransbottom, Kim Weingartner, Jami 
Knapp  
7th and 8th Grade: 
Tony DelGobbo and Shelley Kayne 
9th ð 12th Grade: 
Neil Kratzer and Jennifer Sly 
Extended Session: 
Carol Forden, Pam Curcio, Emily Stilwell, 
and Mina Rohde 
Junior High Youth Group: 
Judy Toone, Nick Perry, and wonderful par-
ent volunteers! 
Senior High Youth Group: 
Judy Toone, Nick Perry, Wes Shute, and 
wonderful parent volunteers! 

Youth Band: 
Wes Shute 
3rd Grade Bible Study: 
Cindy Steimer and Tammy Wise 
Womenõs Study Group: 
Nancy Howlett 
Adult Bible Study: 
Greg and Mary Valentine 
Companions in Christ: 
Barbara Manhardt and Cheryl Thomas 
Invitations to Psalms: 
Cheryl Thomas and Barbara Manhardt 
A special thanks to: 

Our administrative assistant, Denise 
Barham, and our amazing office volun-
teers who are always there for us in a 
million different ways. 

Our creative Communications Team 
who work tirelessly behind the scenes to 
keep our information and pictures up-to-
date and looking fabulous both on the 
Web site and in the Messenger newsletter. 

The Missions and Outreach Team who 
partnered with us for the Heifer cam-
paign this year. 

Our congregation, who continues to 
support and acknowledge the impor-
tance of Christian Education every day 
and in every way! 

òThey might not even 

realize that they re-

sponded to a call. 

They might have 

thought they merely 

answered another one 

of Judy Tooneõs end-

less pleas for help. Or 

maybe they were 

thinking it was their 

turn to help with the 

third graders! But 

what they were actu-

ally doing was answer-

ing a call from Godó 
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Schools are out the week of 

June 28. The weeks of summer 

come quickly, but can pass 

slowly if a game plan is lack-

ing! So register your child for 

the Just for Kids Summer 

Club, located at: 

Maple West Elementary for 
children entering kindergar-
ten through 2nd grade 

Maple East Elementary for 
children entering 3rd grade 
and up in Williamsville 

Grand Island High School for 
children entering kindergar-
ten through 6th grade 

Just for Kids, which is a  

nonprofit organization, has 

managed fun-filled summer 

programs since 1994. They 

also oversee the Before and 

After school programming in 

the Williamsville and Grand 

Island School Districts. They 

are òKid Tested, School  

District Approved!ó The  

programs are run by highly 

trained, motivated staff that 

are eager to help make your 

childõs summer and out of 

school experiences  

memorable! 

The Just for Kids programs offer 

weekly field trips, special 

guests, team building activities, 

sports clinics, and much more! 

Your child will make friends 

and share experiences to last a 

lifetime. They strive to meet you 

and your childõs needs by offer-

ing specially trained staff and 

flexibility in scheduling coupled 

with affordable rates! 

For more information regard-

ing the Just for Kids programs, 

visit their Web site at 

www.justforkidsonline.org  

or call 639-8500. 

Just for Kids Summer Club ð Registration is OPEN! 

Camper Scholarships Available to Camp Asbury 
and Camp Findley 
It is time to think about  

summer camp and we just 

happen to have two beautiful 

United Methodist summer 

camps right in our own back 

yard ð Camp Asbury and 

Camp Findley! This summer, 

why not send your child to 

one of these camps? 

Camp Asbury and Camp 

Findley are full of opportuni-

ties for everyone! Like to fish, 

horseback ride, tent camp, or 

have a new adventure every 

day? If so, these are the camps 

for you! The added bonus of 

attending a United Methodist 

camp is that along with fun 

adventures, campers also learn 

to live their faith each day! We 

even have a camp for children 

5-years-old through second 

grade. These children come to 

camp for a few days with their 

parent or grandparent to find 

out what camp is all about. 

Camp brochures, registration 

forms, and additional info are 

currently available. See Judy 

Toone or call the church office 

at 634-4800 for more informa-

tion. Scholarships are available 

if need be, so please donõt let 

cost keep your children from 

this wonderful summertime 

experience! 

òThe Just for Kids 
programs offer weekly 

field trips, special 
guests, team building 

activities, sports 
clinics, and much 

more! Your child will 
make friends and share 

experiences to last a 
lifetime..ó 

http://www.justforkidsonline.org
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We are looking for Commanders and 

Cadets to fill some very important 

volunteer positions! If you are avail-

able the week of August 9ð13 from 

6:00-8:30 p.m., we could sure use 

help in the following areas: 

ü Rocket Registration 
ü Cosmic Café help (kitchen) 
üMission Pilots (group leaders) 
üMission Specialists in the areas of 
crafts, recreation, science and nurs-
ery care 
ü Pilot Assistants for 7th grade and 
higher 

Please contact Judy Toone if you are 

able to help  (634-4800). Thanks for  

considering this request! 

 

VBS Volunteers 

Get Ready to Blast Off to Vacation Bible School ð 
August 9-13 

Get ready to blast off to a new cosmic adven-

ture at our Vacation Bible School this year! 

Every day we will orbit to a new mission 

where weõll learn about how wonderful,  

incredible, amazing, magnificent, and awesome 

our God! The dates for our Galactic Blast VBS 

this year are August 9-13. 

Each year we partner with St. Paulõs Lutheran 

and Faith UCC to provide a weeklong VBS. 

Each church takes turns hosting the location. 

This year our VBS will be held at Faith United 

Church of Christ, which is at the corner of 

Maple and Hopkins. Please mark your  

calendars now to join us for this òOut of 

Worldó week! 

VBS Wish List 
The VBS program is looking for  

donations of the following supplies: 

Tin pie plates 

Used CDs 

Coffee filters 

Pipe cleaners 

Quarter inch ribbon 

Yarn 

Plastic cups 

Jingle bells 

Wire coat hangers 

Heavy-duty aluminum foil 

If you can donate any of these items, 

please either given them to Judy Toone 

or leave the items outside the Christian 

Education office. Thanks so much! 

VBS Updates! 
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Everyone had a òballó at the Junior High Bowling Party on May 2! 

Confirmands Recognized on May 23 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Over the past few years, 
Ed Howard has graciously 
photographed the confir-
mation class on Confirma-
tion Sunday. He provides 
portrait quality photos of 
the confirmation class 
along with their mentors, 
families, and the pastors. 
Ed views these photos as a 
gift to help confirmands 
remember an important 
event in their lives. Thank 
you Ed Howard! 

After meeting for eight weeks with Pastor Nick Perry, on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 

our 2010 confirmation class was introduced to the congregation during the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service. Included in the picture are this yearõs confirmands along with Pastor 

Rich Neal and Pastor Nick Perry who led the confirmation classes. Congratulations to 

our confirmands! 

Congratulations to 
Our Senior High 
Graduates 
ð June 14 
Join us Sunday, 

June 14, during the 

10:00 a.m. worship service when 

we send our graduating seniors 

off with a gift and a blessing! 

Congratulations to the follow-

ing seniors in the graduating 

class of 2010: 

Zachary Adams 

Louis Cassety 

Adam Kauffman 

Nathan Miller 

Shelby Philips 

Daren Powers 

Otto Scharf IV 

Shyelar Seymour 

Emily Stilwell 

Amanda Wise 

Thomas Wishman, Jr. 

Junior and Senior High Youth 



Nurture & Visitation 

Spring has sprung, the grass 

is lush, the flowers are beau-

tiful, the air smells so clean, 

and the birds are singing all 

day long. Oh how I love 

spring! 

There has been a lot going on 

during these spring day's. The 

week of May 9 was National 

Nursing Home and Assisted 

Living Week. I did some ser-

vices in some nursing homes 

and with the help of Ben 

Atanacio, who brought de-

light to the residents at 

Heathwood. Ben plays a 

mean bell. As always he 

brought the joy of music into 

the residentsõ lives and they 

really loved it. THANKS 

BEN! 

May 27 was Elder Law Day at 

the Hearthstone Manor, 

which I attended to find out 

what changes will take place 

over the next year or two. 

There is always so much  

information, so I come home 

loaded with all the free infor-

mation I can carry. 

We have some new resources 

from the USAA Educational 

Foundation that are very 

good. Please help yourself to 

the following new resources, 

which are located in the in-

formation rack in the church 

narthex: 

1.Long-Term Care 
2.Elder Care Decisions 
3.A Guide for Your Survivors 
4.When a Loved One Dies - 
Coping With Grief 
5.Making Medicare Choices 
6.Planning Ahead for Your 
Senior Years 
7.The Effects of Aging on 
Driving Skills 

Be sure to stop by to look 

through these resources, 

which contain a lot of infor-

mation for you. In addition, 

please stop by the office any-

time if you need help with 

some of these issues or are 

looking for something special. 

We are here to discuss these 

important issues with you. 

I have reserved a few dates in 

October for our annual Flu 

Shot Clinic. I hope that we 

will be able to hold it again 

this year without any prob-

lems. I will provide more  

information about the exact 

dates shots will be given as 

soon as I get word from the 

Visiting Nurses Association. 

Our hospitality team has 

been busy this year with cof-

fee hour, meals delivered to 

members who have been ill, 

bereavement receptions, and 

receptions for our special 

celebrations. A great big 

THANK YOU to everyone 

that serves on the Member 

Care Team. We are the hands 

and feet of Christ and we 

minister in His Name. 

Blessings and Peace, 

Barbara Saltarella 
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Caring Corner 
Barbara Saltarella 

An Older Adult Ministries Conference is planned for November 

6 for everyone in the Upper New York Area. The conference will 

be held at the New Hartford United Methodist Church, 105 

Genesee St., New Hartford, NY 13413. òCelebrating Our Wisdom 

and Still Learningó is the theme for this opportunity to learn and 

to share how older adult programming can be a vital ministry in 

your local church. 

The keynote speaker is Barbara Bruce who is the Northeast Ju-

risdiction Representative to the National Older Adult Ministries 

Committee. Barbara, who is an expert on brain fitness, will 

speak on òHighly Effective Ways to Keep Your Brain Fit.ó 

A variety of workshops and a show and share session will be 

included. There will be opportunities for discussion, which 

should help attendees return to their church with an expanded 

vision of older adult programming. Downloadable brochures 

with registration information are available from http://

wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/ 

celebrating_our_Wisdom_final_MVZ8XQTK.pdf 

Celebrating Our Wisdom and Still Learning ð November 6 

John Wesley and the 
early Methodists 

placed primary 
emphasis on 

Christian living, on 
putting faith and 

love into action. This 
emphasis on what 

Wesley referred to as 
"practical divinity" 

has continued to be a 
hallmark of United 
Methodism today." 

DID YOU KNOW? 


