
Dear Congregation, 

As far as I can tell, transitions 

have always been part of the 

human experience. 

· Adam and Eve journeyed 

from the tranquility in-

side the garden to life 

outside its borders. 

· David is a shepherd-boy 

one day, and the next day 

is anointed as King. 

· Mary, a humble unknown 

Jewish girl, becomes the 

famous mother of the 

world-renown Savior. 

· The darkness of a blind 

man is chased away by 

the healing touch of 

Christ. 

· Saul, who once threat-

ened the very existence of 

the church, became Paul, 

her greatest missionary. 

Even a snapshot of biblical 

history seems to suggest we 

are immersed in a world of 

transitions. 

As Western New Yorkers, we 

are well aware of the chang-

ing of seasons. Recently, we 

celebrated the accomplish-

ments of our very own youth 

who graduated from high 

school this year, and begin 

making the transition into 

college and/or the world of 

work. Time and again our 

church has witnessed mem-

bers make the triumphal pas-

sage from this life to the 

abundance of the next. 

Over the past year, I have 

made several big transitions 

in my own life. I married my 

best friend in the whole 

world. I helped Carmen raise 

a puppy that is full of en-

ergyñusually when I am not! 

I moved across the country 

and launched into ministry at 

Williamsville as your associ-

ate pastor. My wife and I both 

completed a required intern-

ship for our Master of Divin-

ity Degrees. And now, I find 

myself preparing for another 
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July 29 ð 31  

2010 School of Christian 

Mission 

 

Friday, August 6  

6:00 p.m. Book Club 

òPotluck and Pick-a-Book 

Picnicó at the home of 

Carol and Roger Forden 

 

Sunday, September 12 

Rally Day, Last day of  

summer worship.  

Service at 10:00 a.m.  

 

Sunday, September 19  
Two worship services and 
Sunday School resume 
 
Sunday, September 24-25  
2010 Womenõs Retreat 
Gathering 
 
Saturday, November 6 
Celebrating Our Wisdom 
and Still Learning Conference 

Upcoming Events 
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Messenger 

Goodbye from Pastor Nick Perry 

Loved by God, Led by Grace  

From Your Pastors  

transition to Bowmansville 

and Alden UMC. 

If this were an awards show, 

the music would begin to play 

as my microphone is muted, 

and the network hurries to a 

commercial break before I 

have the chance to name all of 

the people I want to thank. I 

am certainly way over my 

head, indebted to so many for 

allowing me to be a part of 

your lives and sharing in your 

ministry to the world. You all 

will be in my thoughts and 

prayers during this season of 

transition. I will certainly 

miss you greatly and speak of 

you with much fondness. May 

each of you continue to grow 

in the knowledge and grace of 

our Lord. 

Your next door neighbor and 

friend in Christ, 

Nicholas Perry                     

Associate Pastor 



On June 4, 2010, Bishop James 

Dorff, the bishop of the 

Southwest Texas and Rio 

Grande Annual Conferences, 

held his hands out over me to 

pray as I knelt before him. 

With the hand of my former 

district superintendent on my 

back, Bishop Dorff commis-

sioned me, sending me out 

into ministerial service. After 

my commissioning, I was pre-

sented with a Bible that has 

the Bishopõs seal on the front 

page. In calligraphy, part of 

John 15:16 was written, òI 

appointed you to go and bear 

fruitó [NRSV]. When I an-

swered my call to ministry and 

began seminary in August 2006 

at Perkins School of Theology, I 

never imagined that I would be 

called to the mission field of 

Western New York. 

Many of you know how it is 

that I arrived in Western 

New York. In fact, some of 

you were working on the par-

sonage last June when Nick 

and I pulled into the church 

parking lot, hauling a U-

HaulÊ trailer behind us. I 

have had a couple of occa-

sions to meet some of you. 

Some of you have probably 

seen me coming and going or, 

perhaps, taking Millie out-

side. Some of you have heard 

about me through conversa-

tions with Nick and/or 

through Nickõs sermons. I 

want to take a little time to 

introduce myself and maybe 

share some lesser-known 

facts. 

Prior to seminary, I lived and 

worked in San Antonio, 

Texas. I am a licensed and 

certified speech-language 

pathologist. I worked in the 

school districts as a speech 

pathologist for six years. Dur-

ing seminary, I worked with a 

contract company. I provided 

speech and language therapy 

and conducted evaluations for 

children ages birth to 3-years-

old. When I am not working, 

I like to cross-stitch. In the 

summer, I like to fish and 

swim. From the months of 

October to May (or June in a 

good season), I love to watch 

basketball. In particular, I am 

a San Antonio Spurs fanatic.  

I will begin my new appoint-

ment at WUMC on July 1, 

and I look forward to getting 

to know you and to working 

with you in ministry. 

Grace and Peace, 
The Reverend Carmen Perry 
Associate Pastor,  
Williamsville UMC 

òWhen I answered my call to 

ministry and began seminary 

in August 2006 at Perkins 

School of Theology, I never 

imagined that I would be 

called to the mission field of 

Western New York.ó 
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Welcome Pastor Carmen Perry 

Music and Worship Notes 

Special Anthem in Memory of Lois White 
The Chancel Choir would like to have a special anthem written for our church 

in honor and memory of our friend, Lois White. If you are interested in donating 

to this commissioned piece, please contact Judy Stafford or Wendy Amuso. 



Who Packs Your Parachute? 
Author Unknown 
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Charles Plumb was a U.S. Navy jet pilot in 
Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, his plane 
was destroyed by a surface-to-air missile. 
Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy 
hands. He was captured and spent six years in 
a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived 
the ordeal and now lectures on lessons 
learned from that experience! 

One day, when Plumb and his wife were sit-
ting in a restaurant, a man at another table 
came up and said, "You're Plumb! You flew jet 
fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier 
Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!" "How in 
the world did you know that?" asked Plumb. "I 
packed your parachute," the man replied. 

Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The 
man pumped his hand and said, "I guess it 
worked!" Plumb assured him, "It sure did. If 
your chute hadn't worked, I wouldn't be here 
today." 

Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking 
about that man. Plumb says, "I kept wonder-
ing what he had looked like in a Navy uni-
form: a white hat; a bib in the back; and bell-
bottom trousers. I wonder how many times I 
might have seen him and not even said 'Good 
morning, how are you?' or anything because, 
you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a 

sailor." Plumb thought of the many hours the 
sailor had spent at a long wooden table in the 
bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the 
shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, 
holding in his hands each time the fate of 
someone he didn't know. 

Now, when Plumb gives a talk, he asks the 
audience, "Who's packing your parachute?" 
Everyone has someone who provides what 
they need to make it through the day. He also 
points out that he needed many kinds of para-
chutes when his plane was shot down over 
enemy territory - he needed his physical para-
chute, his mental parachute, his emotional 
parachute, and his spiritual parachute. He 
called on all these supports before reaching 
safety. 

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life 
gives us, we miss what is really important. 
We may fail to say hello, please, thank you, 
congratulate someone on something wonder-
ful that has happened to them, give a compli-
ment, or just do something nice for no reason. 

Keep this story in mind, and as you go 
through this week, this month, this year, rec-
ognize and acknowledge the people who pack 
your parachutes. 

Kingõs Kids Puppet Ministry ð          
Join the Fun! 
What a great picture of the òHoly 

Puppet Playerõsó - thanks Mr.  

Howard. 

The puppet ministry is taking a 

break for the summer and will  

return in September. This summer 

will be a good time to look at the 

lectionary and find scripts or write 

scripts for the coming church year.  

I truly loved working with the kids 

- they are a delight, they are smart, 

and they are good looking! My heart 

swells with pride whenever I get to 

work with them. 

There will be a puppet meeting in 

August during Vacation Bible School 

for the parents. The purpose of this 

meeting is to bring together ideas for 

the new church year, especially ideas 

for our annual Family Christmas ser-

vice on Christmas Eve. So please keep 

August 10 open, and come join me for 

a meeting of the minds. 

Have a happy and safe summer! 

Blessings, 

Barbara Saltarella 

Kingõs Kidõs            

Ministry Meeting  

Meeting: August 10 

Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Williamsville 

United Methodist 

Church 
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As of July 1, the District Office 

moved to its new location  

and changed their e-mail  

addresses. Please make a note 

of the following new contact 

information for the District 

Office: 

Niagara Frontier District 

131 John Muir Drive 

West Amherst, NY 14228 

Phone: (716) 564-2316 

Fax: (716) 564-2365 

NiagaraFrontier@unyumc.org 

NatalieHanson@unyumc.org 

Four Areas of Ministry Focus 

A report was released at the 

end of May that shows part-

nerships and collaborative 

efforts around the Four Areas 

of Focus in our conference. In 

2008, General Conference 

affirmed the following Four 

Areas of Focus for The United 

Methodist Church: 

1. Developing principled 

Christian leaders for the 

church and the world 

2. Creating new places for 

new people and renewing 

existing congregations 

Y New District Office Contact Information 

òDid You Know?ó 

The e-mail addresses for 
the area Episcopal office 
changed recently. If you 
need to contact the office, 
please use the following  
e-mail addresses: 

Bishop Matthews     
BishopMatthews@unyumc.org 
 

Christine Doran 
ExecutiveAssistant@unyumc.org 
 

Office 
UpperNYUMC@unyumc.org 

WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 

3. Engaging in ministry with 

the poor 

4. Stamping out the killer 

diseases of poverty by im-

proving health globally  

The general boards and agen-

cies are putting concrete ac-

tion behind these focus areas. 

You can read about the global 

partnerships and collabora-

tive efforts taking place this 

quadrennium in this new re-

port from the Table of Gen-

eral Secretaries by visiting 

www.umc.org/focusareas. 

Seminar for Personal Formation and       
Leadership Development ð October 22-25 
The General Board of Disci-

pleship affiliate organization, 

the Fellowship of United 

Methodist Spiritual Direc-

tors and Retreat Leaders 

(FUMSDRL), connects over 

800 United Methodists 

throughout the nation for 

support, training, and net-

working. 

The upcoming FUMSDRL 

seminar is "Geography of the 

Soul: Barrenness and Beauty - 

A seminar for Personal For-

mation and Leadership De-

velopment". This national 

training seminar will be held 

from October 22-25 at Re-

demptorist Renewal Center 

in the beautiful desert of 

Tucson, Arizona. 

The intent of this seminar is 

to provide a foundational 

understanding from various 

cultural perspectives in faith 

formation and to learn how 

to expand ministry into di-

verse cultures. The Keynote 

Speaker is Sister Dawn An-

nette Mills, a Benedictine 

Sister of Perpetual Adoration 

from Clyde, MO. She is a 

word weaver and a story-

teller committed to promot-

ing a lively and prayerful rela-

tionship with the Holy and 

the work of seeking God. 

Sister Dawn will offer four 

daily presentations: 

1. The Wilderness: Where 

God Speaks 

2. The Wilderness: Where 

the Demons Live 

3. Water in the Wilderness 

4. The Garden of the Heart 

For more information on 

FUMSDRL and this seminar, 

please visit www.fumsdrl.org  

http://www.umc.org/focusareas
http://www.fumsdrl.org


Christian Education News 
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Road Trip ð God Sightings! 
As you are heading off on your vacations this summer, consider how fun it would be 

to keep a family òRoad Trip God Sightingsó journal. To do this, spend time each day 

as a family discussing the people you met, and how they were helpful or kind to 

your family. You can also journal about something you saw that surely must have 

been one of Godõs amazing creations! Feel free to make copies of the òGod Sightingsó 

page to use as a guide. Happy trails! 

July 4 ð 10  
Senior High Youth Mission Trip 
to Walpole Island, Ontario 
August 1 ð 4  
Kingdom Bound 
August 9 ð 13  
6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Galactic Blast Vacation Bible 
School at Faith UCC 
September 12  
10:00  
Worship Rally Day! 
September 19  
9:00 ð 9:45 a.m.  
Sunday School Resumes! 

"Did You Know?" 

We learned from a recent article 
in a AAA magazine that it was a 
Methodist minister who pro-
duced the first òunfermented sac-
ramental wine.ó In 1869, Dr. Tho-
mas Welch, a doctor dentist, and 
former Methodist minister, op-
posed the use of wine during 
church services. He lived in a 
grape growing area of New Jersey, 
but he was a strict prohibitionist. 
He tried a new process called 
pasteurization which heated the 
juice of crushed grapes until the 
yeast was killed, resulting in the 
prevention of fermentation. He 
created an alcohol-free grape 
juice, which for a decade was of 
interest only to him. In 1875, 
Charles Welch took over the fac-
tory and, in a smart marketing 
move, gave out samples of the 
new drink at the 1893 Worldõs 
Fair in Chicago. Grape juice be-
came a great success. In 1897, 
black rot devastated the Concord 
grape harvest in New Jersey. 
Charles moved his factory to 
Westfield, NY in the center of 
Lake Erieõs Concord grape belt. In 
its first year in Westfield, the 
Welchõs Grape Juice Company 
sold 50,000 gallons of juice made 
from New York Concord grapes; 
10 years later one million gallons 

Childrenõs CE Dates    
to Remember  



Childrenõs Christian Education 
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Heifer Ark Update 
Changing the world two by two! Due to your overwhelming generosity, 

WUMC has reached our goal of being able to gift an ark, which costs 

$5,000, to the world through Heifer International. This generous gift 

represents oxen, donkeys, water buffalo, cows, sheep, and goats (to name 

a few of the animals) that go forth and multiply. These animals improve 

the lives of countless families and children. They also pass on your spirit of 

faith and charity to places in the world where your generosity, kindness, 

and vision are needed the most. A gift of an animal provides families with 

not only a way to secure food, but also a source of dependable income. In 

honor of this huge accomplishment, WUMC was presented with a very 

special plaque by Dr. Roger Ellis and other Heifer representatives! 

During Sundae Sunday on May 23, we  

celebrated the end of the 2009-2010 Sunday 

school year by eating delicious sundaes and 

performing a Good Samaritan play. 

Gift of a Goat 
Every year we celebrate the hard work our Christian Education team has done 

by presenting them with a small token of our appreciation. This year we cele-

brated their efforts by donating the gift of a goat to a family in need through 

the Heifer International. Much like our teachers provide nourishment for our 

faith, this goat will provide much needed nourishment for a family. Through-

out the year, please join us in considering the gift of an animal in honor or 

memory of your loved ones. WUMC has a donor ID number that you can use 

to make a donation to Heifer and have your donation count toward WUMCõs 

next ark. Feel free to ask Judy Toone for assistance in how to go about making 

a Heifer donation. 
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Camperships Available 
Reminder: Camper Scholarships Available to Camp Asbury and Camp Findley 
If you are interesting in sending your child to Camp Asbury or Camp Findley this 
summer, but need some financial assistance, remember that scholarships are available 
on a needs basis. Both of these Methodist camps provide wonderful opportunities 
such as fishing, horseback riding, and tent camping. So please donõt let cost keep your 
children from this wonderful summertime experience! Camp brochures, registration 
forms, and additional info are available from Judy Toone. You can also call the church 
office for more information. 

Reminder: Just for Kids Summer Club 
To keep your child active and learning this summer, consider registering your 
child for the Just for Kids Summer Club, located at: 

ôMaple West Elementary for children entering kindergarten through 2nd grade 

ôMaple East Elementary for children entering 3rd grade and up in Williamsville 

ôGrand Island High School for children entering kindergarten through 6th 
grade 

Just for Kids is a nonprofit organization that has managed summer programs 
since 1994 that are òKid Tested, School District Approved!ó The programs are run 
by highly trained, motivated staff that are eager to help make your childõs sum-
mer and out of school experiences memorable! For more information regarding 
the Just for Kids programs, visit their Web site at www.justforkidsonline.org or 
call 639-8500. 

VBS Wish List 
The VBS program is looking for 
donations of the following sup-
plies: 
a Tin pie plates 
a Used CDs 
a Coffee filters 
a Pipe cleaners 
a Quarter inch ribbon 
a Yarn 
a Plastic cups 
a Jingle bells 
a Wire coat hangers 
a Heavy-duty aluminum foil 
If you can donate any of these 
items, please either given them to 
Judy Toone or leave the items 
outside the Christian Education 
office. Thanks so much! 

Calling All Cadets - Blast Off to Vacation Bible School ð 
August 9-13 
Get ready to blast off to a new cosmic adventure at our Vacation Bible School this year! 
Every day we will orbit to a new mission where weõll learn about how wonderful, incredi-
ble, amazing, magnificent, and awesome our God! The dates for our Galactic Blast VBS 
this year are August 9-13. 

Each year we partner with St. Paulõs Lutheran and Faith UCC to provide a weeklong 
VBS. Each church takes turns hosting the location. This year our VBS will be held at Faith 
United Church of Christ, which is at the corner of Maple and Hopkins. Please mark your 
calendars now to join us for this òOut of Worldó week! 

VBS Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for Commanders and Cadets to fill some very important volunteer  
positions! If you are available the week of August 9ð13 from 6:00-8:30 p.m., we could sure 
use help in the following areas: 

F Rocket Registration 

F Cosmic Café help (kitchen) 

F Mission Pilots (group leaders) 

F Mission Specialists in the areas of crafts, recreation, science and nursery care 

F Pilot Assistants for 7th grade and higher 

Please contact Judy Toone by e-mail or phone if you are able to help . Thanks for considering this 

request! 

http://www.justforkidsonline.org
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Detroit, Michigan is located 

roughly 30 miles from where 

several of our youth will be on 

a mission trip this summer 

during the week of July 4-10. 

We will find ourselves im-

mersed among 2,000 Chip-

pewa, Potawatomi, and Ot-

tawa who call Walpole Island, 

Ontario their home. Many of 

the people will speak their 

native dialects. One language 

that is understood across all 

peoples and time is that of 

love. 

During this week, our youth 

group will team up with other 

youth groups and volunteers 

from all over the country to 

demonstrate our love for the 

Lord and our neighbors. We 

are taking this opportunity to 

have our hearts blessed and 

our spirits lifted. With each 

hammering of a nail into a 

piece of wood and digging of a 

hole for a fence post, we are 

demonstrating the grace and 

love of God. 

We believe that this is more 

than just a work camp where 

we do odd jobs. Instead, it is 

also a pathway that will allow 

us to enter into a deeper and 

more meaningful relationship 

not only with the peoples of 

Walpole Island, but also with 

the other youth from around 

the country, our own youth 

group, and ultimately with our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In the weeks ahead, we covet 

your prayers for all who are 

involved in this mission trip. 

We trust that this missional 

opportunity will be a rich and 

rewarding experience for our 

youth. If you have been part of 

a mission outreach that has 

touched your heart or if you 

are interested being a part of 

one, please share your experi-

ences and interests with me.  

I would love to hear from you! 

Youth Mission Trip to Walpole Island 
Pastor Nick Perry 

Congratulations Class of 2010 - Gifts for Graduates! 
If you graduated from high school or college this year and have not yet received your 

graduation gift from WUMCõs Christian Education team, please contact Judy Toone. 

Congratulations to all of our graduates! 

Junior and Senior High Youth Group News 

"Did You Know?"  

You can save the cost and 
production of printing 
and mailing a newsletter 
by reading the monthly 
Messenger online at our 
Web site! Please e-mail or 
call the church office to let 
them know to add your 
name to the list of people 
who are helping us save 
some money ð and a few 
trees ð by reading The 
Messenger online. 


