
During our 10:00 a.m. worship 

service on Rally Day, September 

12, as we return from summerõs 

slower pace and begin a new 

season of ministry, we will take 

to heart some encouragement 

from Saint Paul. òRejoice in the 

Lord always,ó he wrote, and to 

emphasize his point he repeated 

himself with hardly a pause, 

òagain I will say, Rejoice.ó  

(Phil. 4:4) 

Among the reasons we have for 

rejoicing, two stand out. First, 

our places here in the congrega-

tion are a gift from God so that 

we will have a means of seeking 

and finding God among us (Acts 

17:26-28). From all the ruts, back-

waters, and dead ends of lifeõs 

journey where we often get lost 

or bogged down, God has drawn 

us out, set us on firm footing, and 

chosen to guide us to the best life 

has to offer. Our involvement in 

this congregation is where we 

have special opportunity to har-

vest what God offers. 

That would be reason enough to 

rejoice, but we have one more 

that is just as important. The 

God who gathers us into a com-

munity where all people can find 

a home also gathers up all the lost 

pieces of our individual lives to 

make us whole. No deep dream 

of our heart is too improbable, no 

missing piece of our essential 

identity too lost, no hope or aspi-

ration too distant from us, but 

God pulls them all together again 

here, among those with whom we 

make our spiritual home. 

So wherever you are, whatever 

you are doing, mark your calen-

dar now. Make Williamsville 

United Methodist Church the 

place to be on Sunday, Septem-

ber 12, and letõs make the rafters 

and heaven itself resound as we 

rejoice together. 

As that Sunday marks the begin-

ning of a new season of ministry, 

it will also bring to an end our 

summer routine of gathering for 

worship at 10:00 a.m. On Sep-

tember 19, we will return to a 

schedule of two worship ser-

vices, at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., with 

Christian education for persons 

of all ages from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 
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Loved by God, Led by Grace  

From Your Pastors 

The 9:00 a.m. worship service 

will continue to be the shorter 

and less formal of the two. This 

year there will be more similarity 

in the pattern of this service from 

week to week. Within that pat-

tern, we will emphasize slightly 

different styles throughout the 

month. The first Sunday will 

feature a more contemplative 

style, using music reflecting wor-

ship at Taizé. The third Sunday 

will be a Kingõs Kids service, 

incorporating messages through 

our puppet ministry. The second, 

fourth, and fifth Sundays will 

find us worshiping in a style that 

is more contemporary. Every 

Sunday will include time for 

children and a simple version of 

the Lordõs Supper. 

At 11:00 a.m., we will worship in 

our familiar traditional style. 

Music from the choir will be 

featured each week, with other 

special music occasionally. We 

will also continue the historic 

Methodist tradition of cele-

brating the Lordõs Supper 

every Sunday. 

Rally and Rejoice! 
Pastor Rich Neal 

Saturday, September 11  
Adjourned session of the Upper 
New York Annual Conference in 
Albany 
 
Sunday, September 12 
 Rally Day, Last day of summer 
worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, September 19  
Two worship services and  
Sunday school resume 
 
Monday, September 20 1 
2:00 Elderteens Luncheon 
 
September 24-25  
2010 Womenõs Retreat  
Gathering 
 
Friday, October 1  
7:30 p.m. WUMC Book Club at 
the Fordenõs huse 
 
Sunday, October 10  
12:00 ð 4:00 p.m. Flu and  
Pneumonia Immunization Clinic 
 
Saturday, November 6  
Celebrating Our Wisdom and 
Still Learning Conference 
 
Saturday, February 5, 2011  
Catch the Spirit Discipleship 
Gathering, Clarence UMC 
(details to follow) 
 
Sunday, May 15, 2011  
Niagara Frontier District Laity 
Banquet, Samuel's Grande 
Manor (details to follow) 



A few weeks ago, my friend 

sent me an e-mail. In the e-

mail, my friend wrote that her 

oldest son asked, òMommy, 

why did God give us to you?ó 

My friend replied, òBecause I 

asked Him.ó She encouraged 

me to keep asking God for 

those things in life that I de-

sire. As I stared at that e-mail, 

I wondered if I had been ask-

ing God or if I had been or-

dering God. I began to exam-

ine the disciplines in my life. I 

examined everything from my 

eating habits to how I study 

the Bible to how I pray. Then, 

I remembered the parable of 

the Good Samaritan found in 

Luke 10:25-37. I remembered 

how Jesus asked the lawyer 

how he interpreted the law. 

The lawyerõs response was, 

òYou shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, with all your 

strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as 

yourselfó (Luke 10:27 

[NRSV]). As I reflected fur-

ther, I began to examine 

whether my disciplines, my 

actions, and my attitudes re-

flect these two great com-

mandments. Was I really tak-

ing time to love myself? Are 

my actions and attitudes re-

flective of someone who loves 

God with all of her heart, 

soul, mind and strength and 

her neighbor as herself? 

These questions reminded me 

of another tale that I have 

heard. There was once a man 

who wanted to change the 

world. As he set out to change 

the world, he realized that the 

world was too big. So, he re-

focused and set out to change 

his country. As the man per-

severed in his work, he real-

ized that his country was too 

big. The man determined that 

he would change his city. 

This, too, was too big a task. 

So, the man set out to change 

his family. Even this proved to 

be too much. Finally, the man 

realized that if he wanted to 

see big change, he must first 

change himself. This illustra-

tion is how I look at the two 

great commandments uttered 

by the lawyer. I am to love 

God with all my heart, soul, 

strength, and mind and my 

neighbor as myself. Before I 

am able to love my neighbor, 

though, I need to know what 

it means to love myself. What 

are the things that we can do 

love and nurture ourselves, so 

that we are able to share that 

love with others? 

We need only to look at the 

gospels to find out one impor-

tant way in which Jesus cared 

for himself. In the gospels of 

Matthew and Mark, we read 

that Jesus went off to a soli-

tary place where he prayed 

(Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35). 

The gospels also tell how Je-

sus would go in separate 

ways from his followers 

(Luke 10:38) or how Jesus 

would leave the crowds and 

go to a more quiet location 

with his disciples (Matthew 

20:17; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:18; 

John 6:3). While we cannot 

deny the importance of the 

responsibilities that we have 

at church, work, home, and in 

our communities, we must be 

careful not to deny the re-

sponsibility that we each 

have for ourselves. As the so-

called òlazy daysó of summer 

draw to an end, I pray that we 

each will find a time, a space, 

and a way to care for our-

selves so that we might be 

rejuvenated and renewed in 

order to care for one another. 

òAs I stared at that           

e-mail, I wondered if I 

had been asking God or 

if I had been ordering 

God.ó 
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Two Great Commandments 
Pastor Carmen Perry 



Worship Themes for September 2010 
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September 5 òThe vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potterõs hand, and he reworked 

it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.ó (Jer. 18:4) 

September 12 òI am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service.ó (1 Tim. 1:12) 

September 19 òNo slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 

other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.ó (Luke 

16:13) 

September 26 òIf they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 

even if someone rises from the dead.ó (Luke 16:31) 

Calling All Singers and Ringers! 
Judy Stafford 

Music and Worship Notes 

We have a very special 

music season planned for 

2010-2011 at WUMC, and 

we would love to have 

you join us! 

Chancel Choir: Our adult 

SATB choir will begin 

rehearsing for the new 

season on Wednesday, 

September 8, at 7:30 p.m. 

We would love to have 

you join us! No auditions 

are necessary - if you like 

to sing, please come. We 

rehearse every Wednes-

day and sing each Sunday 

for the 11:00 a.m. 

Memorial Handbell 

Choir: Rehearsal begins 

on Thursday, September 

9, at 7:00 p.m. We play 

approximately once a 

month on Sunday morn-

ing at the 11:00 a.m. ser-

vice. If you can read music 

and are interested in ring-

ing, please call Judy Staf-

ford or Wendy Amuso. 

Advent Choir: This is our 

children's choir that is 

open to any child in kin-

dergarten through 6th 

grade. We will have our 

first rehearsal on 

Wednesday, September 

22, at 6:30 p.m. No audi-

Summer Fun at the Advent 
Choir Swim Party! 

The smiles give you an idea of 

the fun we had at the Advent 

Choir Swim Party in August! 

 

 

 

tions are neces-

sary. Our re-

hearsals are a 

fast-paced, 45 

minutes. We 

sing on Sunday 

for the 11:00 a.m. service 

approximately once a 

month. We would love to 

include your children! 

If you have any questions 

about our music program, 

please contact Judy Staf-

ford or Wendy Amuso, 

our music directors. We 

hope to see lots of new 

faces involved in 

WUMC's music program 

this year! 
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School days, school days, dear 

old golden school days ð yes, 

itõs that time of year again 

when the kids are heading off 

to school and once again we 

are starting puppet practice 

at WUMC. Kingõs Kids will 

start practicing on Wednes-

nounced in the October 

newsletter. 

If you have would like to be a 

part of our puppet ministry, 

please plan to attend the 

practices listed below and/or 

give the church office a call. 

Kingõs Kids Practices  
September 15, 6:00 p.m. 
October 13, 6:00 p.m. 
November 17, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 Sunday Puppet Ministry 
September 19, 9:00 a.m. 
October 17, 9:00 a.m. 
November 21, 9:00 a.m. 

Puppet Ministry: The Holy Puppet Players 
Barbara Saltarella 

WUMC Leadership and Conference Updates 

Trustee Update 
Tom Wishman 

With the new school year beginning, look for new beginnings at the 

church. The Paper Recycle Receptacle will no longer be available in the 

parking lot. It is being removed due to the damage incurred to the park-

ing lot and the decreased value of recyclable paper. We will still be recy-

cling at church and encourage all members to recycle at home and do 

what you can to help to protect our environment. 

day, September 15, for the 

Kingõs Kids Sunday service on 

September 19 at 9:00 a.m. The 

Holy Puppet Players will also 

be part of the Christmas Pag-

eant for the Family Service on 

Christmas Eve. Rehearsal 

dates and times will be an-

Itõs Official -  
Upper New York Annual Conference 
At 10:59 a.m. on June 19, the 

Rev. Dr. Marcus Matthews, 

Resident Bishop of the Upper 

New York Area of the United 

Methodist Church, called to 

order the first session of the 

Upper New York Uniting 

Conference at the OnCenter 

in Syracuse. Several motions 

later, the nearly 2,000 United 

Methodists in attendance 

voted to approve the creation 

of the new conference and 

officially name it Upper New 

York Annual Conference of the 

United Methodist Church. 

In his òDear Friendsó letter to 

the Upper New York Area, 

Bishop Matthews called on 

United Methodists to remain 

dedicated to òfaithful living,ó 

which was the theme of the 

Uniting Conference. Bishop 

Matthews encouraged us not to 

assume that the Uniting Session 

is relegated to official minutes, 

reports, and memories of the 

passing of the Plan of Union. 

òThe whole truth is that in our 

Holy Conferencing we were 

able to construct, affirm and 

resource our vision to live the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and to be 

Godõs love with our neighbors 

in all places. I pray that the 

results of our time of holy con-

ferencing will be a dedication 

to faithful living into our theme 

ôIn the Name of Love: Together 

We Create.õó 

Bishop Matthews urged all to 

make plans for the adjourned 

session of the Upper New York 

Annual Conference, which will 

be held September 11 at the Em-

pire State Plaza, Albany, NY. 

The State of the Church Report is 

an annual look at where the UMC 

stands statistically in membership, 

giving, and church growth. You can 

access this report online at 

www.umc.org/sotc2010. 

http://www.umc.org/sotc2010
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òGeography of the Souló Seminar in Tucson ð 
October 22-25 

The General Board of Dis-

cipleship affiliate organi-

zation, the Fellowship of 

United Methodist Spiri-

tual Directors and Retreat 

Leaders (FUMSDRL) is 

hosting a seminar on 

"Geography of the Soul: 

Barrenness and Beauty - A 

seminar for Personal For-

mation and Leadership 

Development." This na-

tional training seminar is 

being held from October 

22-25 at Redemptorist 

Renewal Center in Tuc-

son, Arizona. The seminar 

will provide a founda-

tional understanding from 

various faith cultural per-

spectives and explain how 

to expand ministry into 

diverse cultures. The key-

note speaker each day is 

Sister Dawn Annette 

Mills, a Benedictine Sister 

of Perpetual Adoration 

from Clyde, MO. She is a 

word weaver and a story-

teller committed to pro-

moting a lively and prayer-

ful relationship with the 

Holy. For more informa-

tion on FUMSDRL and 

this seminar, please visit 

www.fumsdrl.org. 

Judicial Council to Reconsider Gay             
Membership Issue 

When The United Meth-

odist Judicial Council 

meets October 27-30 in 

New Orleans, seven of the 

31 docket items revolve 

around membership is-

sues, including the right of 

pastors to decide who is 

worthy of membership. 

The Northern Illinois An-

nual Conference is asking 

Judicial Council to recon-

sider Decision 1032, and is 

requesting declaratory 

decisions on four other 

matters related to mem-

bership and sexual orien-

tation. The Minnesota and 

Arkansas conferences also 

are requesting that Judi-

cial Council reconsider 

Decision 1032. 

In 2005, reaction was im-

mediate. Several days after 

Decision 1032 was an-

nounced, the United 

Methodist Council of 

Bishops declared that sex-

ual preference was not an 

obstacle to church mem-

bership. òWhile pastors 

have the responsibility to 

discern readiness for mem-

bership, homosexuality is 

not a barrier,ó the bishops 

said in their pastoral letter 

to the people of The 

United Methodist Church.  

The new court voting in 

October about reconsid-

eration of Decision 1032 

still includes three mem-

bers - Jon R. Gray, Beth 

Capen and the Rev. Susan 

T. Henry-Crowe - who 

dissented from the major-

ity opinion in 2005. Gray 

wrote in his dissent, òThe 

majorityõs decision now 

condones the denial of the 

fellowship of the church 

to persons in need of its 

ministry and guidance 

who are homosexual. The 

decision eviscerates our 

statement that Godõs grace is 

available to all and reduces it 

to an empty platitude.ó 

òWhile pastors have the 

responsibility to discern 

readiness for membership, 

homosexuality is not a 

barrier.ó  

http://www.fumsdrl.org
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Christian Education News 

Presentation of Heifer Ark Plaque 

August 29 and September 5 

Christian Education Registra-

tion forms available in the nar-

thex 

September 12 10:00 Worship 

Rally Day and òMeet Your 

Teachersó 

September 21 7:00 p.m. Chris-

tian Education Meeting - all 

are welcome to join us! 

September 19 9:00 ð 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday School Resumes! 

CE Dates to Remember 

On Sunday, June 20, we 

were honored to have 

Sylvia Kratzke, a local 

Area Volunteer Co-

coordinator, and Dr. 

Roger Ellis, a former 

board member and cur-

rent volunteer for 

Heifer International, 

present WUMC with 

our "Gift of an Ark" 

plaque. The $5,000 we 

raised for this ark will 

provide 15 pairs of ani-

mals to families around 

the world that will 

change lives for years to 

come. A gift of an ani-

mal not only provides 

families with a way to 

secure food, but also a 

source of dependable 

income. It also WUMC 

members and friends 

with a way to pass on 

our spirit of faith and 

charity to places in the 

world where your gen-

erosity, kindness, and 

vision are needed the 

most. 

 

Childrenõs Christian Education 

Sunday, September 12, 

is not just Rally Day 

this year ð it is also 

òMeet Your Teacher 

Day!ó This yearõs theme 

is based on the parables 

of the Lost Sheep and 

the Lost Coin, so we 

will need lots of chil-

dren there to help us 

find them! After the 

childrenõs message on 

September 12, children 

will leave with their 

Sunday school teachers 

for the remainder of the 

service. We are so ex-

cited to hear all about 

your fabulous summers 

and any òRoad Trip 

God Sightingsó you 

might have had! 

Rally Day ð September 12 

Throughout the year, 

our children and youth 

Sunday school classes 

will discuss the differ-

ent ways we can help 

our church ministries 

through our time, tal-

ents, and treasure. Each 

child will receive their 

own set of offering en-

velopes to aid them in 

the treasure steward-

ship. During Sunday 

school each week, a 

collection basket will 

be passed, just as we do 

in our regular worship 

services. Parents, please 

take some time each 

week to discuss what 

your child was able to 

share that week ð 

whether it be time, 

talent or treasure! 

Stewardship for Children and Youth 
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To aid us in following 

the Safe Sanctuary 

guidelines, please en-

courage your children 

to use the bathrooms 

before entering the 

classrooms. Thanks for 

understanding! 

Sunday School Resumes ð September 19 
Look for your Sunday 

school class to resume 

officially on September 

19. Classes will be held 

each Sunday between 

the two worship ser-

vices from 9:45-10:30 

a.m. Registration and 

permission forms for 

youth groups and Sun-

day school can be filled 

out at the registration 

table in the narthex 

after services on August 

29 and September 5. If 

you miss those dates, 

parents can either 

download the form 

from WUMCõs Web 

site (http://

www.williamsvilleumc

.org/

FamilyLifeMinistries/

ChildrensChristi-

anEducationNews.aspx

) or ask your childõs 

teacher for the form. 

We are excited about 

all the new things we 

have in store for you 

this year! 

Three- and Four-Year-
Old Class 

Our 3- and 4-year-old 
class meets in the first 
classroom on the left at 
the bottom of the stairs 
of the Oakgrove en-
trance. Please join your 
teachers as you learn to 
LIVE B.I.G! Itõs all 
about your Belief In 
God. Come meet your 
friend, Bongo, as you 
have fun playing games, 
singing songs, listening 
to stories, and doing 
activities together!* 
Kindergarten - Fourth 
Grade Class 
To find this class, head 
down the Oakgrove 
entrance stairs and go 

straight into Fillmore 
Hall, which is the large 
room through the 
fourth door on the 
right. In this class, the 
children are divided 
into groups depending 
on their grade level. 
Kindergartners, first, 
and second are in one 
group, and third and 
fourth grades are in 
another group. The 
curriculum we use is 
the Power Xpress Rota-
tion model, which 
means that every week 
the children learn the 
lesson in a different 
way. Some weeks they 
might hear the story, 
other weeks they might 

cook, make a craft, do a 
science project, or even 
playing a computer 
game!* 
 
Fifth - Eighth Grade 
Class 
Join us upstairs 
through the first door 
on the left each Sunday 
morning to GRAPPLE 
over tough questions in 
meaningful ways. No 
matter where our jun-
ior high kids are in 
their spiritual journey, 
they all have one thing 
in commonñan in-
quisitive mind with an 
overwhelming desire 
for real relationships. 
This class uses Grapple, 

Childrenõs Educational Opportunities,  9:45 ð 10:30 a.m. 

which is a Sunday 
school curriculum that 
plunges them into the 
Bible to get answers to 
their biggest questions 
about God, others, and 
themselves. Each Sun-
day presents a different 
attention-grabbing 
lesson that prompts 
students to dig into the 
Bible. PLUS, they enjoy 
an online community 
created just for them 
that includes games, 
forums, weekly chal-
lenges, a place to create 
their own identity, and 
more! 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
Class 
Our senior high class 

meets upstairs and 
straight ahead. Your 
teachers will lead this 
group on a variety of 
topics using different 
curriculum options. 
The class will address 
not only issues going 
on in their immediate 
surroundings (school, 
home, community), but 
also on broader issues. 
For example, they will 
discuss how to apply 
their faith to their eve-
ryday lives. Join the 
senior high class each 
week for some straight 
talking, but never bor-
ing guidance on per-
sonal faith issues. 

Other Educational Opportunities for Children 
Extended Session ð During 11:00 a.m. Service 

Extended session is a program specifically geared for children 

ages four through seven. After the Childrenõs Message during 

the 11:00 a.m. worship service, children in this age group can 

head downstairs for a mini-Sunday school lesson. The lesson 

usually includes a short story, craft, and sometimes a snack.* 

Bible Discovery Class 

As many of you know, when children are in the third grade, 

we present them with a very special gift from our Christian 

Education team - a Bible. The Bibles are typically presented 

to our third graders in the fall. Immediately after the presen-

tation, the children are invited to join us for a special class 

called òLearning to Use Your Bible.ó This class is held each 

Sunday for four weeks. Anyone with a child entering third 

grade this year should contact Judy Toone (634-4800) so we 

can be sure every third grader has an opportunity to partici-

pate in this special event. 

http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
http://www.williamsvilleumc.org/FamilyLifeMinistries/ChildrensChristianEducationNews.aspx
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From August 9 ð 13, we 

blasted off on a Galactic 

Christian adventure at our 

Vacation Bible School. Every 

day over 90 children joined us 

as we orbited to a new mission 

where we learned about how 

wonderful, incredible, amaz-

ing, magnificent, and awesome 

our God is! Through daily mis-

sions, our kids saw space like 

never before, gained a new 

perspective on our planet 

Earth, and learned easy "green" 

earth tips they can practice at 

home. 

Day 1 - This cosmic combina-

tion of faith and fun began by 

taking us to earth for a story 

on creation. The children were 

reminded of all God created 

whether or not we can see it. 

Day 2 - We blasted off to the 

moon for a story about Elijah 

at Mount Horeb. We also 

learned that God is always 

with us just as the moon is 

always next to the earth even 

when it canõt be seen! 

Day 3 - We rocketed to the 

stars to learn about the 

woman and the well. Our 

space cadets were reminded 

that when they look into the 

star-filled sky, they should 

remember that God created 

and cares for each star just as 

God created and cares for each 

of us! 

Day 4 - We flew to a comet 

where we learned about the 

blind beggar in Jericho. We 

learned that a comet is noth-

ing more than a dirty snowball 

in outer space until it comes 

close to the sun and trans-

forms into a brilliant glow in 

the sky. This reminds us how 

our lives are transformed as 

we grow into a deeper rela-

tionship with God through 

Jesus Christ. 

Day 5 - We rocketed off to a 

super nova and learned about 

Jesus appearing on the road in 

Emmaus. We learned that a 

super nova is an exploding 

star that gives birth to new 

stars just as Jesusõ life and res-

urrection gives new birth to 

all who believe in him. 

We had a fabulous Galactic 

adventure!! 

We Had a òBlastó at VBS! 

Deepest thanks go out to our amazing group of volunteers that helped 

make everything run so smoothly: Sheila Ransbottom, Toni Clancy, 

Barbara Manhardt, Jami Knapp, Cheri Pascoe, Katelyn Pascoe, Ron 

Leonardi, Kathy Zarbo, and of course our storyteller, Pastor Carmen! 

 If I forgot anyone, please let me know so we can acknowledge your 

help in the next Messenger. We had so many helpers (and so many  

children!) the it was hard to keep track of everyone! 

"Did You Know?" 

The United Methodist 
Church started a Web site 
in 2009 called 10 
Thousand Doors, which is 
dedicated to òproving 
what we believe with our 
lives. United Methodists 
are dedicated to changing 
the world.ó You can see 
this dynamic site at http://
www.10thousanddoors.org

Thanks to All Our VBS Volunteers! 

http://www.10thousanddoors.org
http://www.10thousanddoors.org
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Sunday  
Morning ACE  
Opportunities  
We are excited about 

the ACE opportuni-

ties we are offering 

this fall. Beginning 

September 19, these 

classes will meet 

every Sunday morning 

from 9:45 - 10:30 a.m., 

between WUMCõs 

two worship services. 

Look over the infor-

mation provided be-

low about the ACE 

opportunities, and 

then plan to join us 

on Sunday morning 

when you can! 

Junior and Senior High Youth Group News 
Report on Youth Mission Trip to Walpole Island 
Ryan Schupp 

In August, a few members 

of our church went on a 

mission trip to Walpole 

Island, Ontario. We stayed 

in a local event center, 

sleeping on the hockey rink. 

During the day, we helped 

the people of this Native 

American Reservation with 

different jobs around their 

houses. Some of us painted, 

some fixed a roof, and oth-

ers built ramps or decks for 

the resident. There were 

about 200 workers on the 

trip and we successfully 

completed our tasks at around 

30 different sites. 

Getting to know our resident 

was also a treat. The five other 

members of my group and I 

had the chance to get to know 

our resident very well. He was 

very kind and he even partici-

pated in our devotions, giving 

us a unique look from his per-

spective. He always gave us 

drinks and freeze pops to 

keep us cool in the extreme 

heat. One day he even made us 

a feast of homemade Native 

food that was delicious. 

Overall, I had a great experi-

ence. I became closer with 

some members of our church, 

and I also made new friends 

from all over the country that 

I will never forget. That's 

what it was all about - every-

body coming together and 

working for a common cause. 

I recommend that everyone 

should go on a mission trip at 

some point in his or her life. I 

hope we can set up another 

one soon and hopefully get 

more people involved. 

Adult Christian Education Update 

Contemporary 
Issues 
Adults are welcome to 
come to this class as often 
as you can! You will find 
each weekõs discussion to 
be lively and topics that 
are relevant to your life 
today. Look for upcoming 
topics in the Weekly Mes-
senger announcements. 
This class meets every 
week from 9:45-10:30 a.m. 
in the parlor behind the 
sanctuary. 

The Parables - A Modern Perspective 
Beginning on September 19 and continuing for 12 Sundays, a 
study of òThe Parables of Jesus: From a Modern Perspectiveó 
will be offered for adults. The class will meet during the Sun-
day school hour from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. downstairs in the first 
classroom on the right. This class will be facilitated by Barbara 
Manhardt and Cheryl Thomas. Please sign up on the sheet on 
the Narthex bulletin board. This is a study you will not want 
to miss. See you on September 19! 

Eternal Perks 
Eternal Perks will be open for business again beginning Sun-
day, September 19. For those of you not familiar with Eternal 
Perks, this is WUMCõs little coffee shop set up in the library, 
which is located off the narthex. Feel free to come in, relax, 
read the Sunday paper, and treat yourself to a cup of coffee 
every week between the first and second worship services. 
With so many coffee shops in the village, we know it is hard to 
pick one - but we would love it if you make Eternal Perks your 
first pick on a Sunday morning! 



Celebrating Our Wisdom and Still Learning ð 
November 6 

We hope to take a group of adults to the Older Adult Ministries Con-

ference on November 6 at the New Hartford UMC in New Hartford, 

NY. For more information about this conference, refer to the June 

newsletter or go to the Web site at http://wny.brickriver.com/files/

oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/celebrating_our_Wisdom_final_MVZ8XQTK.pdf. Please 

contact Barbara Saltarella if you are interested in attend-

ing this conference or if you have questions. 
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Flu and Pneumonia Immunization Clinic 
at WUMC ð October 10 

Other ACE 
Opportunities ð 

Online Disciple Bible 
Study Groups  

Groups are beginning to take 

shape for the second year of 

online Disciple Bible Study, 

dubbed Disciple Online. 

Enrollment is now open at 

www.BeADisciple.com/

discipleonlinecourses for 

individuals who wish to 

participate in Disciple I, 

Disciple II, and Youth Disciple 

in an online format with others 

from all over. 

Participants follow the format 

of Disciple. They study the 

Bible on their own during the 

week then meet with their 

group members through the 

Internet with special software 

at a set day and time to review 

the weekõs study. 

This will be the second year for 

Disciple Online, but the first year 

for Disciple Online II and Disciple 

Online Youth. Several churches 

are sponsoring groups for their 

own members that are also 

open to participants from 

anywhere. For more 

information, visit 

www.BeADisciple.com or e-mail 

BeADisciple@sckans.edu. 

Caring Corner 
Barbara Saltarella 

Fall will be here before 

you know it and so will 

flu season. In fact, the 

first advisory of 2010-

2011 flu season was 

posted in August. The 

H3N2 flu bug has begun 

popping up in the 

United States. Accord-

ing to WebMD, there 

should be plenty of vac-

cine available. The 170 

million doses on hand 

are already being 

shipped across the na-

tion. For the first time, 

the seasonal flu vaccine 

is recommended for all 

men, women - including 

pregnant women - and 

children over the age of 

6months. Exceptions 

include only those aller-

gic to eggs or those with 

other health issues make 

vaccination unwise. 

Once again, WUMC is 

hosting our annual Im-

munization Program. 

This year the Visiting 

Nursing Association will 

hold the Flu and Pneu-

monia Immunization 

Clinic at WUMC on 

Sunday, October 10, be-

tween 12:00 noon and 

4:00 p.m. The fee of 

$30.00 for a flu immuni-

zation and $45.00 for a 

pneumonia shot is pay-

able by cash, check, or 

by your insurance with a 

valid insurance card. The 

following insurance will 

be billed: Medicare Part 

B, Independent Health, 

Univera, and Blue Cross/

Blue Shield. Individuals 

will be billed for any 

amount not covered. 

Children ages 9-17 ac-

companied by a parent/

guardian are welcome; 

consent forms available. 

You reserve a time slot 

for your shot by either 

signing up on the sheets 

available in the narthex 

or calling the church 

office (634-4800). Drop-

ins before 3:45 p.m. will be 

accommodated if possible. 

So Don't Wait - This 

Season Protect Yourself 

and Your Loved Ones by 

Getting a Flu Vaccina-

tion! 

http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/celebrating_our_Wisdom_final_MVZ8XQTK.pdf
http://wny.brickriver.com/files/oFiles_Library_XZXLCZ/celebrating_our_Wisdom_final_MVZ8XQTK.pdf
http://www.BeADisciple.com/discipleonlinecourses
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