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Our Mission is to Be and Make  

Disciples of Jesus Christ! 
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You’re You’re 

Invited!Invited!  

To Get More Out of  Life 
There’s more to life than making a living. Watching children play, sharing 
a great meal, laughing till you cry — are you taking time just to enjoy your 
journey? At Williamsville United Methodist we’re about helping you get 
more out of life by deepening your relationships, strengthening your 
spirit, and focusing your perspective. Careers are temporary, but life is 
eternal. Begin getting more out of your life this weekend. 

  

 



This Holy Mystery: A Study of Holy Communion in the UMC 

CHRIST IS HERE 

The Basic Pattern of Worship 
 
The basic pattern of Christian worship has always included PREACHING 

THE WORD and THE LORD'S SUPPER which compliment one another.  

 

The practice of the Church from its earliest years was weekly celebration of the 

Lord's Supper on the Lord's Day along with teaching. Both are essential to 

Christian Discipleship!  

 

John Wesley exhorted his followers to practice ―constant communion‖ because 

Christ had commanded it and its benefits were so great. At a point in our history, 

the sacrament of Holy Communion was celebrated on an infrequent basis due to 

the lack of ordained ministers. People started believing that having Holy Com-

munion only once a quarter or one a month was the UMC tradition, whereas the 

founder, John Wesley communed almost daily. United Methodist Churches  

today are moving in a direction of more frequent celebration of Holy  

Communion, including on a weekly basis. 

 

The Gathered Community 
The celebration of the Lord's Supper is done by all baptized Christians participating together. All share in the 

ministry of the Church. The prayer of consecration called ―The Great Thanksgiving‖ involves everyone. The 

congregation offers: 

•  The Introduction 

•  The Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy ….) 

•  Affirmation of Christ's Work (Christ has died ….) 

•  The Lord's Prayer  
 

The Great Thanksgiving celebrates the triune God: 

•  The Introduction praises the Creator God 

•  The Son is proclaimed as we say ―… and blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ.‖ 

•  The Holy Spirit is invoked, ―Pour out your Holy Spirit on us…‖ 

 

Verbal actions, as well as gestures and postures, are included. Standing is a sign of respect and reverence. 

Kneeling and bowing signifies humility/confession. Hands raised and/or open represent praise/receptivity.  

The sign of the cross affirms our baptismal identity.  

 

The Table may be extended to those who are unable to attend because of age, illness, or other conditions.  

Lay people may distribute the consecrated elements in the congregation and extend them to members.  

(The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving IS NOT repeated.) ―Self-service‖ Communion and ―drop-in‖  

Communion are contrary to the communal nature of the Sacrament.  

 

What ritual is to be used? According to The Discipline: ―the ritual of the Church is that contained in the 

United Methodist Hymnal.‖ This ritual represents the decisions of the church about the theology and practice 

of Holy Communion. It expresses the unity of the universal church of Jesus Christ as well. 

     

–  Next month we will conclude this study with “Servants at the Table” – 



“When the day of Pentecost had 

come, they were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting.  

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the 

Spirit gave them ability.” 

- Acts 2:1-4 

 

Last month Rev. Lewis gave all of us 

an assignment called the ―Pentecost 

Project.‖ You may recall that a 

calendar was sent to your homes 

with a request to pray for specific 

individuals or groups every day in 

the month of May. I am wondering 

what transpired or what happened in 

your life as a result of participating 

in this project. I noticed that at the 

beginning of the project I prayed for 

each group on the specified day, but 

as the month progressed, some days  

I forgot about the project and did not 

pray for the specified group on the 

specified day. Are you surprised? 

Maybe my experience was not what 

you expected! Regardless of whether 

I specifically accomplished the task 

at hand or not, since it was given to 

us as a community project, I know 

that there were those of you who 

prayed even on the days when I 

forgot!  

     The scripture readings for the 

Season of Pentecost are filled with 

God's presence in various ways. 

They help us see how God seeks us 

for relationship and calls us to trans-

formation. Listening and watching 

for the Spirit's movement are lifted 

up as key to faithful response. New 

beginnings do come to individuals 

and communities, but they often 

occur by God's unexpected choices, 

turning conventional wisdom about 

power or place upside down. 

     In the above reading from Acts, 

the Spirit is likened to a violent wind 

and tongues of fire. In Matthew 3:16 

the Spirit is compared to a descend-

ing dove. Elsewhere the Spirit is 

experienced through various gifts  

(1 Corinthians 12:4-11) and fruit 

(Galatians 5:22-23). Although 

Pentecost is a season with traditional 

associations of God's reign and 

Spirit, ―place‖ or where we are and 

―community‖ or who we are is a 

significant part of the texts. We do 

not live as isolated individuals.  

We live as part of God's weave in 

creation. We find our place, we find 

God's place in these stories of God's 

active presence in our midst as we 

worship and study God's Word 

together. 

     In discerning this summer's 

program, staff and the voices of 

various ministry teams were heard. 

Bible studies or group studies were 

consistent themes. Therefore, in 

addition to Sunday worship at  

10:00 AM (which starts June 4),  

a group study will be offered every 

Sunday from 9:00 AM – 9:45 AM 

during the months of July and 

August. This ten-week study titled 

―Who Is God?‖ is offered or open to 

our entire community – ALL AGES 

WELCOME! (More information can 

be found in the Christian Education 

pages of this newsletter.) 

     Please pray for this summer 

study group that it may experience 

fresh winds and energizing fires of 

the Spirit AND that all of the Spirit's 

gifts move us to serve God and  

each other. 

     Grace & Peace – Pastor Daryl  

The Season of Pentecost … Expecting the Unexpected 

A RED-LETTER DAY APPROACHES 

The red vestments of Pentecost remind us of 

the tongues of flame that appeared over the 

apostles' heads and the vibrant outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit. The festival of Pentecost is 

an occasion for great celebration, as the 

Season of Easter draws to a close.  

In this spirit of 

celebration, 

everyone is 

encouraged to wear 

something red for 

the June 4 worship. 

Remember 

Our Summer Schedule 

begins June 4 

- One Worship at 10:00 AM  - 



JULY 
Bible Study:  “WHO IS GOD?”*     9:00 am – 9:45 am 

Worship:  “BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY”     10:00 am – 11:00 am 
A Sermon Series focusing on Communion 

 

AUGUST 
Bible Study:  “WHO IS GOD?”*     9:00 am – 9:45 am 

Worship:  “TEACH US TO PRAY”     10:00 am – 11:00 am 
Sermon Series “Teach Me Through Prayer” focusing on The Lord's Prayer 

 
* ―Who Is God?” is a bible study which asks questions like: What is God like? How does God relate to 

us? Through looking at the many facets of God's character revealed in the Bible – God's power, good-

ness, holiness, faithfulness, judgment, and wisdom – your view of God will be enlarged and your life will 

be challenged. ALL AGES WELCOME! 

Join Us for the Sundays of Summer Sermon Series 

Church Office: 634-4800    wumc@williamsvilleumc.org 

Rev. Gail Lewis  984-1140  RevLewis@williamsvilleumc.org 

Pastor Daryl Bennett  984-5483  PastorDaryl@williamsvilleumc.org 

Director of Music: Judith Stafford 688-1171  music@williamsvilleumc.org 

Director of Music: Wendy Amuso 688-8498  music@williamsvilleumc.org 

Pastoral Assistant for Visitation: Barbara Saltarella  472-5411  Barbara@williamsvilleumc.org 

Seminary Intern & Disability Advocate: Chris Wylie  604-5023  CWylie@williamsvilleumc.org 

Director of Christian Education: Judith Toone  633-2621   JToone@williamsvilleumc.org 

Church Administrator: Michele Grammer  604-5389   Michele@williamsvilleumc.org 

Custodian: Mary Ann Horey  691-8793        Housekeeping: Donna Seiler  517-0257  

During the regular program year (Sept to mid-June) the church office is open 

from 9 AM until 3 PM (and often later). Starting Monday, June 19 our church 

office switches to summer hours. Someone will be in the office from 9 AM until 

1 PM, Monday through Thursday. Please note that you can always leave a mes-

sage on the answering machine which is checked frequently. You can also reach 

a pastor and most staff via their cell phones and email. Their info is published 

below, please feel free to use whatever means of contact suits you best. 

Need To Contact a Staff Member? 

Ours is wumc@williamsvilleumc.org 



WE’RE SERVING  

CHIAVETTA’S BBQ ON JUNE 3 

Plan on letting us do the cooking on 

Saturday, June 3 because we‘re 

heating up the briquettes to barbeque 

some delicious Chiavetta‘s chickens. 

We‘ll be selling complete dinners 

from 4:00 to 7:30 PM (or until the 

chickens are gone, so come early!) 

Dinner costs $8 and tickets will be 

on sale at the door. Invite your 

friends, neighbors and co-workers. 

     As always this will be a lively 

event and to make it successful we'll 

need many helpers. We‘re looking 

for folks who will help prepare and 

serve the food, and those who come 

to eat! Please support the event by 

signing up to work if you can, and 

coming to enjoy a great dinner! 

 

ASBURY SHALOM ZONE’S  

GIANT GARAGE SALE 
You won‘t want to miss the big 

garage and street sale at the Asbury 

Shalom Zone, 520 Seventh Street, 

Buffalo, NY 14201 on June 3, from 

9 AM to 5 PM. If your family has 

recently had a yard sale, and you are 

looking for a home for your unsold 

items, please consider the ASZ! Call  

886-8282 to schedule a drop off. 

 

BRING YOUR 

CAR FOR  

A REAL GOOD 

CLEANING 

The SR High 

Youth Group will 

hold a carwash on Sunday, June 4 

from 10 AM - 2:30 PM at the Fast 

Track Quick Lube located at Main 

Street and Youngs. Stop after church 

and give your car a real good 

cleaning.

FORTY FELLOWS TO BE 

HONORED ON JUNE 4 

Forty years ago the people listed 

below joined Williamsville UMC. 

Since that day they have faithfully 

supported their church with their 

time, talent, gifts and service. On 

Sunday, June 4 during the 11 AM 

worship we will take time to thank 

and honor them as they become the 

newest members of our Forty 

Fellowship. Join us in celebrating 

Holly & Phil Reynolds, Helen 

Morrison, Nancy Osolkowski, 

Cynthia Franko, Charlotte & James 

Boundy, Robert Race and Rena & 

Ira Harbaugh. 

     In addition, the 70+ members 

who have already been inducted into 

the Forty Fellowship will be honored 

with a reception after worship. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 

SPRING TEA AT BEECHWOOD 

The Beechwood Service guild 

cordially invites you and your 

friends to the Spring Tea on June 7 

from 2 - 3:30 PM. The Tea will be 

held in the Beechwood Residence 

Auditorium, 2235 Millersport 

Highway in Getzville. The Pendleton 

United Methodist Women are this 

year‘s hostesses. Donations collected 

in the silver bowls on the tea tables 

will be used for the Living Care 

Fund. 

 

DORCAS CIRCLE will go out to 

lunch on June 15. Members will be 

notified about details. 

 

A CHARGE CONFERENCE  

HAS BEEN SCHEDULED 

Everyone is encouraged to come to 

the Charge Conference scheduled for 

Sunday, June 18 immediately 

following the 10:00 worship. 

Election of officers and ministry 

team leadership will occur and 

annual reports will be received.  

All Administrative Council Members 

are expected to attend. 

 

All members and friends of our 

church family are invited to a Family 

Reunion Picnic immediately 

following the 10:00 service on 

Sunday, June 24. We're bringing 

back Rev. Patricia Olmstead 

(formerly Lesch) to preach and are 

inviting all of our previous pastors to 

join us. But we can't make it a  

RE U NION 

Without U! 

Hot dogs, Italian sausage and 

chicken, appetizers, salads and side 

dishes and desserts as well as a snow 

cone machine for the young at heart 

will be at the center of our meal. A 

bouncing house, face painting and 

the funniest clown you ever saw 

making balloon animals for the kids, 

and musical entertainment for the 

rest of us, will round out the day. Be 

sure to sign-up in the narthex for one 

of the ministries connected to our 

picnic so we know how many are 

coming. Don't miss this outstanding 

opportunity to renew old 

acquaintances and make new 

friends! 

     If you won‘t be in church on 

Sunday, call 634-4800 and let us 

know what you‘re bringing. We‘ll 

add you to the list. 

Last names beginning with A - H 

should bring an appetizer, 

a snack (like cheese & crackers), 

fruit or a green salad 

Last names beginning with I - P 

should bring a dessert 

Last names beginning with Q-Z 

should bring a side dish like baked 

beans, pasta salad, potato salad, etc. 

Methodists in Fellowship 

FAMILY  

REUNION  



NEW STUDY SERIES “WHO IS GOD” BEGINS JULY 2 

Join us Sunday mornings for a new adult study group from 9:00-9:45 AM 

during the months of July and August as we begin to ponder who God is and 

study the various aspects of God's character. This is a study for everyone, 

regardless of whether you've been a longtime believer 

or are just beginning to wonder Who God Is. How 

does your own opinion of God shape and direct your 

own life and attitude? Each week of the study stands 

alone so feel free to join us when you can! 

 

RENT- A- KID!  
Back by popular demand is the Senior High Rent-A-Kid mission trip fund 

raiser. Looking for help with your odd jobs or yard work? 

Don't feel like making dinner or ordering take-out one more 

time? Help is just a phone call away! To obtain their services, 

please call any of the following: Dave Reichard, Kim 

Truesdell, John Sheriff, Dave VanKerkhove or Jeff Miller. 

 

 

WHAT DO VEGGIE TALES AND BASEBALL HAVE IN COMMON? 

Join the Education Ministry Team on July 22 for a night of family fun, faith 

and a Bison baseball game! The Bison's are pairing up with Kingdom Bound 

Ministries to present a pre-game contemporary Christian concert featuring 

Edison Glass, with special appearances by the Veggie Tales gang! As if that 

wasn't enough excitement right there, bring your baseball gloves and stay for 

the Bison vs. Syracuse game. Anyone interested in purchasing tickets should 

contact Judy Toone at 634-4800 or JToone@williamsvilleumc.org 

 

WE'RE BUYING LOTS OF LEAPING LLAMAS! 

We‘re buying four leaping llamas to be exact, and then some! Once again our 

deepest thanks to Dr. Roger Ellis for educating us all on what Heifer 

International is doing to help families in need across the world through their 

gifts of animals, and to all of you for embracing our ―Buying a Llama‖ project 

with such compassion. Together we can make a difference! 

 

STOP BY THE CRIB ROOM THIS SUMMER 

We are so excited to introduce you all to Kathy Ciccone, who has joined our 

staff as the new lead nursery attendant. She comes to us with a wealth of 

experience in not only caring for little ones, but has a nursing background, as 

well. We are thrilled to have her on board and know your little ones will grow 

to love ―Miss Kathy‖ as quickly as we all have!  

 

NIAGARA FRONTIER DISTRICT YOUTH DAY AT DARIEN LAKE 

Please come on Sunday, July 9 from noon to 10 PM! The cost is $30 per 

person and includes dinner, four hours of free pop, and admission to the park 

(dinner is served from 5-6:30 PM.) You must register, and registration forms 

must be returned before June 15. To register, email Peter Johnston at 

PAJ1126@aol.com and he will email you the registration form. Completed 

registration forms, with payment, should be returned to Christ United 

Methodist Church, 350 Saratoga Road, Snyder, NY 14226. 

The Education Pages 

PLAN NOW 

TO ATTEND 

VACATION 

BIBLE 

SCHOOL! 

This year's  

VBS will be 

held at the air-

conditioned St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church, 68 Eagle 

Street on June 26 to 29 from 6:30-

8:30 PM with classes geared for 

youth in the crib room through 

grade 6 and an adult class so 

parents can attend too. The event is 

co-sponsored by St. Paul's, Faith 

UCC and Williamsville UMC. The 

theme this year is Moses Leads Us. 

Positions are available in the 

following areas: group leaders, 

crafts, music, kitchen, drama, tent 

making, carpenter and registration. 

What a wonderful way to meet 

other dedicated church folk. 

     IMPORTANT – On June 20 

we‘ll hold our last meeting prior to 

our Vacation Bible School to be 

sure everyone‘s all set for a fun-

filled week of learning and 

laughter. This meeting will begin at 

7:00 PM at St. Paul‘s Lutheran. It's 

never too late to hop on board! I 

think it will be a ton of fun and, 

dare I mention once again, there‘s 

airing conditioning this year! 

Please see Judy Toone for 

additional information and 

directions if needed. 

     SPECIAL NOTE: a 

registration form has been included 

with this newsletter. Please help 

our team plan ahead by returning 

your completed form to Judy 

Toone or the church office. Pre-

registration is not required, so you 

can feel free to invite some last-

minute friends to come with you. 

Adults remember you‘re invited 

too. There‘ll be a special VBS class 

just for you. 



CALLING ALL COUCHES! 

Thank you so much to everyone who has 

graciously agreed to donate a couch! We'll be 

in touch to make arrangements to pick them 

up soon!  

 

NEW ADULT STUDY TOPICS 

PLANNED FOR FALL 
Have you ever wondered what the United 

Methodist Church says about some of the 

following contemporary topics? 

 

Faithfulness in Friends and Family 

Gender roles, human diversity, death and 

dying, Christian marriage, and conflicting 

perspectives on human 

reproduction 

 

Caring for God’s 

Earth 

Environmental 

hazards, stewardship 

of non-renewable 

resources, the human impact on animal 

life, parameters of faith and science, and 

safety in nutrition in our food supply 

 

Opting for Virtue in Public Life 

Basic freedoms/human rights, freedom of 

information, education, civil obedience/

disobedience, criminal/restorative justice 

 

Other Thought Provoking Social Principles 

 

Then join us in the fall as we focus on any or 

all of the above...and more! 

 

Time frame:  Sunday afternoons from 12:30 

PM to approximately 2:30 PM (bring a 

bag lunch if you wish). 

Dates:  to be determined and announced in 

weekly and monthly Messengers 

Format:  Study Guides cost $8 for a five-

session book with open discussion 

For more information contact Judy Toone, 

Christian Education Director at 634-4800 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

More Education Events 

RUN FOR LEUKEMIA 

On June 4, 2006, Jay Hagadorn (one of our JR Youth Group leaders) 

will join a team of people from the WNY region who will run the 

Rock ‗n Roll Marathon in San Diego, California for a reason much 

more important than the personal challenge of completing 26.2 miles. 

As a member of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's Team in 

Training Program, he will run this event to assist the organization in 

their efforts to conquer leukemia, the leading cause of death among 

children ages 1 through 14. Jay is dedicated to finding a cure for 

leukemia, lymphoma and all blood related cancers. Any contribution, 

regardless of size, would be appreciated to make his efforts 

successful. 100% of the money raised will be donated to the 

Leukemia Society to help in blood cancer research, local patient aid, 

community services and professional education. 

     You can follow Jay's progress and contribute on his web site. 

http://www.active.com/donate/tntwnyfl/jayh. Please keep him in your 

prayers. 

 

WE’VE BEEN ASKED TO HELP 

Housing is needed for 75 youth traveling to WNY to sing at Christ 

UMC (Harlem & Saratoga) on Tuesday, June 13. The choir members 

are coming from Atlanta, GA and we have been asked to pick up 

pairs of youth at Christ UMC after the concert, house them for the 

night, provide breakfast and drive them back to church the next day. 

Wouldn‘t this be an interesting thing for your family to do? Please 

say you will open your house to these guests of a sister church. Call 

Mary Jo Evans or Carol Forden for more information. Thank you! 

 

LAB SCHOOL AT JUMONVILLE: July 16 - 21 

Lab School is a wonderful teacher training experience where you 

learn new and creative ways to teach the age group of your choice, 

and then practice those teaching methods on real students. It is an 

amazing chance to recharge your batteries and renew your enthusiasm 

for teaching. Lab school is open to new and experienced teachers who 

want to improve their teaching skills. Participants are divided into 

sessions according to ages taught. This year labs will be held for 

Young Children, Younger Elementary, Older Elementary, Youth and 

Adults. As one who's taken their children to Jumonville numerous 

times for Lab School,  

I can tell you it's so much more than just 

learning teaching skills. It's a week of 

spiritual refreshment, fun-filled activities  

and bonding with children in one of the  

most picturesque areas of Pennsylvania.  

If anyone's interested in attending, please let 

me know. There are district scholarships available so don't ever let the 

cost stop you from attending. Jumonville does have the distinction of 

being the last of it's kind in the country. That makes us extra fortunate 

to have such a valuable asset right in our backyard, so please consider 

making this one of your summer adventures this year! 



OPEN HOUSE  

AT CAMP FINDLEY 

Camp Findley is holding its Open 

House on Sunday, June 4 from 2-5 

PM featuring live music on the lawn 

by local Christian talent, hay rides, 

pony rides, nature crafts, face paint-

ing, hiking, fishing, boating, black 

smithing demos, archery and the Gift 

Shop. There will be camp tours and 

information packets available. Come 

see what Camp Findley has for you! 

For information call (716) 769-7146. 

 

WNY CAMPS, CONFERENCES, 

& RETREAT MINISTRIES 

OPEN HOUSE AT  

CAMP ASBURY 

Camp Asbury is holding its annual 

Open House on Saturday, June 17 

from 2-5 PM. This is a chance for 

prospective campers to come with 

their families & friends to enjoy an 

afternoon at camp. You'll have the 

opportunity to meet the summer 

camp staff, tour the camp grounds, 

see the cabins where campers will be 

staying, go on a 

hay wagon 

ride, go for a 

swim in the 

heated pool, 

take a ride on 

the lake in the 

motorboat, play 

some games, and more! 

     Food, drink, and refreshments 

will be available. So whether you're 

already registered for camp, thinking 

about registering, or are merely  

curious about Camp Asbury, they'd 

love to see you! Camp Asbury's 

main entrance is a ¼ mile from 

Route 39 on Chapman Road, just 

south of Perry. There is a large sign 

on the corner. Feel free to call the 

camp office (585-237-5262) or  

e-mail (campasbury@novocon.net) 

for more details 

YOUR SHARED MINISTRY 

DOLLARS AT WORK 

The Western New York UMC Camps, 

Conferences and Retreat Minis-

tries' (CCRM) mission is to provide 

a safe, natural environment where 

all guests have the opportunity to 

experience spiritual and personal 

growth and renewal in the name of 

Jesus Christ. 

     Two Thousand Five was a year of 

challenges and changes in our camp-

ing program. Our camps 

face the same challenges 

that our churches deal with 

in terms of the costs of 

maintenance and utilities, 

staffing, etc. The good 

news is that both of our 

camps have tremendous 

potential to do more. From 

a business economic 

standpoint, they are currently under-

utilized ~ more campers and retreats 

would help the camps be more cost-

effective and we are working toward 

that end. More importantly, more 

campers and retreats would help the 

camps better serve their purpose, 

namely offering more people an en-

vironment in which they may have a 

closer encounter with Jesus Christ! 

     Help us help you in your minis-

try! Our camping program is able to 

serve a key role strengthening our 

churches to do their work better. We 

are in a unique position to strengthen 

the ―CLUE‖ among our people: our 

Connection, our Leadership, our 

Unity, and Evangelism. Our camps/

retreat centers provide an environ-

ment where individual people and 

groups can connect with each other, 

both formally and informally. Life-

long friendships (and even mar-

riages) have been started at camp. 

Many leaders have experienced 

strong formation in the camp setting, 

learning leadership skills within 

small groups, or through specific 

leadership development programs 

offered by our camps, for campers 

and staff. Because of the nature of 

going away to camp' or going on 

retreat', our camping facilities invite 

people to see themselves apart from 

their normal roles, that they might 

find new insights into the myriad 

diversities among us as well as the 

unifying forces between us. Our 

camps serve a best supporting role' 

for the churches' effort to share the 

good news of Jesus Christ with oth-

ers. Many lives have been changed, 

and decisions have been 

made to follow Jesus 

Christ while at camp! 

Our camps serve as a 

powerful evangelism 

tool. 

     We give thanks to the 

many, many people who 

have given volunteer 

hours in and for our 

camps - as deans, chaplains, volun-

teer staff, and also in construction 

and maintenance on our sites. We are 

grateful for the enthusiasm of our 

campers, and for the support of the 

churches in sending them to us. Keep 

them coming! Shared ministries pro-

vides $150,164 in support of Camps, 

Conferences and Retreat. These 

funds are used to pay the compensa-

tion packages of the two directors 

and an additional amount for pro-

gramming expense.  

 

 

ATTENTION SENIOR HIGH 

Camps Asbury and Findley are cur-

rently accepting applications for 

their Counselor-In-Training ministry 

program for their summer camps. 

Youth ages 16-17 are encouraged to 

consider volunteering as a Junior 

Counselor at one of our summer 

camps this year. This is a perfect 

way to not only develop leadership 

skills, but it looks great on those col-

lege applications! Feel free to call 

Judy Toone at 634-4800 for further 

details. 

 

UMC Camps—a Safe Environment for Spiritual Renewal 



SEND ME AWAY TO 

CAMP….PLEASE! 

Seneca Street UMC, an inner-city 

mission to children, funded primarily 

by the caring, faithful people of the 

Niagara Frontier District, needs your 

help. As family vacations are out of 

the question for children of the 

Seneca-Babcock neighborhood, 

United Methodist Summer Camping 

provides essential spiritual 

enrichment to families. 

     Seneca Street‘s solution is to 

provide opportunities for children to 

―earn‖ a week at camp through an 

incentive program. The children start 

in March to earn points for camp by 

attending church school and worship, 

shoveling the ramp and walks, help-

ing in the kitchen, cleaning tables 

and chairs, sweeping, helping with 

bread distribution and a variety of 

other tasks around the church. Eight 

to fifteen each year 

accomplish their 

goal and are 

rewarded with a 

week away. 

     This year, 31 

children are working 

hard and will earn 

their week away! Registration is not 

the whole cost. A week's clothing 

that does not reveal their poverty, 

sleeping bags, pillows, supplies, 

transportation and spending money, 

bring the average cost per camper to 

about $400. The larger Body of 

Christ has always met this need. 

Several churches and individuals 

have already given gifts totaling 

$5,000. This puts Seneca Street 

almost halfway there. They hope that 

you will pray for God's guidance and 

respond. Personal gifts and the desire 

to make a difference in the lives of 

―the least of these‖ will meet the 

need, and demonstrate God's 

faithfulness once again. 

     Please mail your donation to 

Camper Fund, Seneca Street UMC, 

1218 Seneca Street, Buffalo NY 

14210. Thank you for your help.

IT’S TIME TO REGISTER  

FOR THE SCHOOL OF 

CHRISTIAN MISSION 

Registration is due soon for the 2006 

School of Christian Mission which 

will be held at Daemen College from 

July 20-22. This event is planned by 

United Methodist Women and is 

supported by our Conference Board 

of Global Ministries. It is one of the 

many ways our Connectional Giving 

works locally. Workshops on several 

timely subjects will be offered. They 

are: a study on Peace led by Rev. 

David Lubba; repeated from last year 

will be the study on India/Pakistan 

led by Kim Burg; and a study on 

Globalization led by Nancy Beardan 

and Dr. David Snyder. The 

Globalization study was initially 

developed at least five years ago 

from the Women‘s Division, but 

here we are today and it is one of the 

greatest issues affecting our world.  

     Please read more in the Spectrum 

newspaper available in the church 

office or call me for further details. 

We have the use of the beautiful 

dorms at Daemon or we welcome 

commuters, both men and women. 

Pastor Molly Golando will be 

leading the study for high school 

students. If you can‘t come the 

whole time, why not try to attend the 

Saturday Sampler in which the study 

leaders give an overview of what 

they covered more extensively in 

their classes. I‘m really hoping that 

Williamsville UMC will support this 

excellent program. 

     - Carol Forden 634-6890 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT UMW’S  

ONGOING FUND RAISERS 

The United Methodist Women have 

pecans for sale at $8 per pound. 

They are in Carol Forden‘s freezer. 

They also have a few magnet clasps 

available and WUMC note cards for 

sale. Please call Carol Forden if you 

want any. 

GLEANING FOR FOOD 
The Rev. Merle Showers, 

Community Minister for the Niagara 

Frontier District, will continue to 

lead the Gleanings Project this 

summer and fall. Last year tons of 

beets, squash, potatoes and carrots 

were collected and delivered to food 

banks from Rochester to Buffalo. To 

participate in the Gleanings Project 

you will need to give your email 

address to a contact person from 

WUMC who will contact you (via 

email) when fields are ready to be 

gleaned. The process happens very 

quickly (the farmer calls, and we 

usually get just a day or two to 

gather the gleaners and get to the 

fields!) and volunteers need to be 

prepared and ready to go. If you 

would like to be on the email list to 

be contacted when a group is 

gathering please email your address 

to wumc@williamsvilleumc.org. If 

you would be willing to be the 

church contact person please let a 

pastor know. 

 

NIAGARA FRONTIER CITY 

MINISTRIES IS SEEKING 

DONATIONS FOR THEIR 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 

Our inner-city churches need help 

making vitally important summer 

programming available for children 

in their neighborhoods this summer. 

Together we can make a 

difference. Donations of the 

following items are needed: paper 

cups, disposable 

bowls, paper plates, 

napkins, toilet tissue, 

magic markers, 

glitter, craft items, 

construction paper, 

masking tape, 

Elmer‘s glue, and 

paper towels. A box will be placed in 

the narthex, to receive your 

donations. By donating these items 

the money for summer programs can 

be stretched to help more children. 
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You Can Help Mission Central Prepare for the 2006 Storm Season 

MISSION CENTRAL AND  

THE WESTERN NEW YORK 

CONFERENCE READYS FOR  

HURRICANE SEASON 

While the emotionally charged 

pictures and personal accounts of 

people affected by the 2005 

hurricane season are no longer 

featured stories in the media, the 

devastated areas of the Gulf Coast 

are a long way from recovering! 

UMCOR estimates that work teams 

and aid will be needed in the hardest 

hit areas through the year 2017!  

We are thankful that so many people 

from the NEJ Conferences are 

participating in this recovery effort 

in many ways. 

    As we are approach the 2006 

Storm Season, some factors are 

coming to light that have the 

potential to make this years storms 

as dangerous and damaging as those 

we just experienced. Warmer than 

usual water temperatures in the Gulf 

are predicted to have the potential to 

boost the strength of storms that may 

head for our southern coastal areas. 

The projected position of the jet 

stream and the water temperatures in 

various ocean systems seem to 

indicate a very active storm season 

with potential tracks headed toward 

many highly populated areas of the 

world. While we know our 

meteorologists are limited in 

predicting exactly what will happen, 

they do give us reason to prepare! 

     On May 1, 2005, Mission Central 

had almost 4,000 Flood Buckets, 

20,000 health kits and some bulk 

cleaning supplies on hand. Since 

September, 2005, we have been 

sending out our kits and supplies as 

fast as we can assemble them, and 

over 100,000 UMCOR Kits alone 

having been processed and shipped. 

Our current inventory includes about 

500 finished flood buckets, 2,000 

finished health kits, and a small 

assortment of personal care items. 

This means we have a long way to 

go to be prepared! 

     Mission Central wants to have 

3,000 Flood Buckets, 10,000 Health 

Kits, and as many personal care 

supplies as possible (paper towels, 

shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, 

baby diapers and supplies, tissues, 

household cleaning supplies, similar 

items) prepared and ready for 

distribution by July 1, 2006! We are 

asking you to help gather the 

necessary materials so that we can 

meet this goal to enable our ministry 

to people in emergency need! 

     A truck will be on hand Friday, 

June 9 at Annual Conference to load 

any health kits, school kits or flood 

buckets your church or community 

groups may donate. They will be 

delivered to Mission Central on 

Saturday and we will have a report 

of the total before the end of Annual 

Conference. Please include $2 per kit 

and $3 per flood bucket in cash or 

checks (made out to Western New 

York Annual Conference with a note 

that it is for the UMCOR kits). These 

funds will cover delivery of our kits 

first to Mission Central and then to 

those in need in the US and abroad. 

Donations can also be sent directly 

to our conference office.  

     In service, 

     Carl Chamberlain 

     WNY Conference Disaster  

     Response Team 

 

We ask that a check in the amount of 

$3.50 per flood bucket (made out to 

WNY Conference) be sent to the 

WNY Conference Center, 131 John 

Muir Drive, West Amherst, NY 

14228.  Your gift will help with 

processing and shipping the kits. 

     In addition cash donations will be 

accepted to cover the cost to Mission 

Central to create kits themselves; 

School Kits $11, Health Kits $12, 

and Flood Buckets $45. 

 

 
Important Kit Assembly Information  

All items included in kits must be NEW 

items. All emergency kits are carefully 

planned to make them usable in the 

greatest number of situations. Since 

strict rules often govern product entry 

into international countries, it is 

important that kits contain only the 

requested items—nothing more. Do 

NOT include any personal notes, money 

or additional materials in the kits. These 

things must be painstakingly removed 

and will delay the shipment. Please do 

not include any religious, political or 

patriotic notes or emblems in any kit.  

Note: if the requested item size is not 

available, go down to the next available 

size. If nothing is available in the 

requested or smaller size, put masking 

tape on the outside of the bucket saying, 

―This bucket contains no _________.‖  

5-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid  

Bleach (two 1-quart or one 82 oz. bottle)  

5 scouring pads  

7 Sponges  

1 scrub brush  

18 cleaning towels (reusable wipes)  

Liquid laundry detergent (two 25 oz. or 

one 50 oz. bottle)  

1 household cleaner, 12-16 oz. bottle  

Disinfectant dish soap, 16-28 oz. bottle  

50 clothes pins  

Clothes line (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.)  

5 dust masks  

2 pair latex gloves  

1 pair work gloves  

24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags, 33-

45 gallon (remove roll from box before 

placing in bucket)  

1 Insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz. can 

(aerosol, cans must have protective 

caps.) 

1 Air freshener, 8 or 9 oz. can (aerosol 

cans must have protective caps.)  

Value: $45 per bucket. 

For More Information Go To : new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor 



Be a Barnabas 
“There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas. He sold a field 

that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.”   - Acts 4:36-37, NRSV 

 

Background: 

In the early church, all assets were held in common. The focus was on the community of believers and not on the 

individual. The order and needs of the community were the first priority. Even funds were distributed based on the 

good of the community. Each community member shared in the chores and cared for the others. Joseph's name was 

changed to Barnabas because of his great commitment to the church. The name Barnabas means ―son of 

encouragement.‖ 

 

Activity: Be a Barnabas    

     1. Set aside time each week to encourage each family member. Create a bulletin board (or use the front of the 

refrigerator) and place notes or achievements for each person in your home. Surprise one another with the actions 

or achievements that are placed on the board. 

     2. If you pack your child's lunch on school days, write a note and enclose it in the lunch bag.  

     3. If a family member travels often, hide notes in different places of the luggage or in clothes so that the 

surprise of encouragement goes on the road, too. Here are some encouraging Scripture suggestions:  

 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do  

not give up”  - Galatians 6:9 

 

“This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it”   - Psalm 118:24 

 

“Nothing will be impossible with God”  - Luke 1:37 

 

Prayer: 

Thank you, God, for the gift of family. Help me to 

be a person, like Barnabas, who offers 

encouragement to my family and sets aside my 

personal wants for the best interest of our family. 

In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

     What are some ways that you typically place 

the needs and interests of your family above your 

own desires?  

     How does it feel to receive encouragement 

from a family member?  

     What are some indicators in your own life of 

God's encouragement to you?  

 
Ruth M. Blum is an ordained United Methodist Deacon who 

serves as Associate Pastor of Children and Families at Dove of 

the Desert United Methodist Church in Glendale, Arizona. You 
may contact Ruth by e-mail at ruthblum@qwest.net. Scripture 

quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. Copyright © 2006 The General Board of 
Discipleship of The United Methodist Church. 

 

Stewardship Nuggets for Families and Children 

WUMC HONORED AT DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

WUMC was ―honored for our faithfulness‖ at the 

Niagara Frontier District Conference held in Clarence on 

May 20. As the church‘s name was called Pastors Gail 

Lewis and Daryl Bennett accepted a certificate 

acknowledging the fact that our congregation paid 100% 

of its 2005 Connectional Giving. This is just one of the 

many ways that your faithful stewardship supports the 

many United Methodist local and world connectional 

ministries. 

 



Summer is just around the corner, 

colleges have already started with 

their graduations and high schools 

are getting ready for their proms and 

graduations. Do you remember your 

high school prom? It seems to me 

that mine was just a few years ago.  

A few years ago, who am I kidding –  

42 years to be exact. So while your 

son and daughters and grandchildren 

are at their proms, find your prom 

pictures and reminisce about the fun 

you had dancing the night away. 

Better yet, grab your sweetheart‘s 

hand and dance to some wonderful 

music. 

     I want to thank those who came 

to our Medical D workshops, I hope 

you found them as informative as I 

did. Marilyn Green who led the 

workshop is really a remarkable 

lady. It is amazing how she truly 

cares for the people whom she tries 

to help. She has many great ideas 

and there are other workshops that 

she and her staff offer that may be 

beneficial to our church and our 

members. We‘re thinking about 

inviting her back. Let us know what 

you think. 

     Over the next few months the 

member care team will be working 

on a few ideas for the fall. First we 

are going to try to hold another flu 

clinic. I have already heard from the 

visiting nurse association and I 

picked the month of October for our 

clinic. I am hoping that we get one of 

the early dates. 

     We will be having a picnic in July 

for the Elderteen Group. I will be 

sending you a note with the date and 

time. I look forward to seeing you at 

the picnic. 

     Don't forget to have your blood 

pressure checked on the second 

Sunday of the month and remember 

to be careful in the sun, whether you 

are working in the garden, taking a 

walk, playing golf or just sitting 

outside on those lazy, hazy days of 

summer. 

     See you in church, 

          Blessings and Peace, 

          Barbara Saltarella 

When I arrived at the First Trinity Lutheran Church for 

the workshop I was excited as I had wanted to learn 

more about Stephen ministry since first hearing about it  

a couple of years ago. Being a teacher by profession,  

I have fairly high expectations of presentations or 

workshops, and this workshop did not disappoint. 

As the morning progressed I became totally enthralled 

and was in awe of the expertise of the presenter. Not 

only was he explaining the information in a highly 

professional manner, but he was totally committed to this 

type of caring ministry and gave us such practical, yet 

compassionate examples of how Stephen ministry can 

help those in need. He interspersed his informational 

sessions with one-on-one interactions to emphasize 

aspects of how to counsel others in a caring, Christian 

manner and the time flew by. 

     One aspect of this ministry that makes it different 

from other caring ministries is that the care receiver is 

given a specific mentor who visits them throughout their 

period of need. It reminded me of the nurturing way a 

mentor cares for a confirmation candidate as they 

journey towards confirmation. In a similar way the care-

giver and care-receiver develop a very special bond. 

Each church family experiences periods of hardship, 

stress and grief at some point of their lives and just 

imagine how wonderful it would be to have a Christian 

friend to walk alongside you through that tough  

stage of your life. 

     Stephen ministry is a well-run, professional 

organization and the whole concept is based on the way 

Jesus taught his disciples to care for others. I feel that it 

would be a great asset to our church to become involved 

in this type of ministry and I, for one, am excited about 

the difference this could make to our church. 

     -  Wendy McKee 

Stephen Ministry Introductory Workshop Gets High Marks 

The Caring Corner 

Call John Sheriff to help 

COME TO THE SPAGHETTI 

DINNER FUND RAISER 

Mark your calendar for 

the Third Annual “Give It 

Up” Spaghetti Dinner. 

This event is a major 

fund raiser for this  

summer’s mission trip.  

Pack up the kids, jump in the  

minivan, and come on down.  

It will be held on Saturday, June 17 from 5 to 

7 PM in Fillmore Hall. For a mere $5 you can 

treat yourself to a wonderful meal and some 

first class entertainment.  



WUMC Member’s Ministries Reflect Their Gifts, Talents and Graces 

ROBERT and 

PATTY PROKES 

have been a part of our 

church community 

since they moved to 

Williamsville in 1991. 

Bob grew up in 

Wichita, Kansas, and studied violin 

at Wichita State University. When he 

was young, he shared a violin and a 

bedroom with his two younger 

brothers. His time to practice with 

the violin was early in the morning 

in his bedroom while the other two 

slept. They still have memories. 

     After graduate school and a 

summer with the Santa Fe Opera, 

Bob moved to Richmond Virginia, to 

perform with the Richmond 

Symphony and Sinfonia. He also 

served as an assistant conductor and 

personnel manager during his six 

years there.  

     Patty grew up in Binghamton and 

attended Denison University, where 

she received a degree in music 

education and viola performance. 

After performing with the Columbus, 

Ohio symphony for two years, she 

moved to Florence, Italy where she 

studied viola for three years with 

Piero Farulli, violist of the Quartetto, 

Italitano. Upon her return, she 

moved to Richmond to accept a 

position with the Richmond 

Symphony. A luck would have it, 

that was the same year Bob moved to 

Richmond. 

     In 1982, Bob auditioned for the 

Buffalo Philharmonic and they 

moved north. Bob performs regularly 

with Ars Nova and various chamber 

groups and teaches several students 

privately. Patty teaches strings in the 

Buffalo Schools (half time at Bennett 

Park Montessori and half time at 

City Honors) and also performs with 

Ars Nova. She also teaches privately 

at home. Her special hobby is raising 

Monarch butterflies each summer – 

usually between 125 and 150 a 

season. If you want to see them, stop 

by in late July or anytime in August! 

MARIE GRIESER 

Hospitality Hostess  

It‘s hard to remember a time when 

Marie Grieser was not the 

Hospitality Hostess and reliable 

volunteer at WUMC that she is 

today. But Marie remembers when 

she and her husband, Kenneth, 

followed Judy Stafford and Wendy 

Amuso to WUMC in 1989 so they 

could continue singing with them in 

the choir. After being overly 

involved in their previous church, 

Marie and Kenneth decided to take a 

little break and limit their 

involvement at WUMC to the choir. 

But after about three years they 

became members of WUMC and 

began looking for a way to be of 

service to their new church 

community. Marie recalls it was 

Kenneth who realized he missed the 

coffee hour that was held after the 

worship service in their old church 

and suggested they try to revive it. 

Thus began years of working with 

others to provide a time each Sunday 

after the 11:00 service when people 

could gather to visit and become 

better acquainted. 

     Marie continues to organize and 

host the coffee hour with the help of 

other volunteers since Kenneth 

passed away four years ago. She also 

serves as Hospitality Hostess for 

events such as receptions held after 

memorial services and other special 

events. Since Marie enjoys person to 

person contact, she finds it 

rewarding to organize events that 

bring people together. She believes 

hosting receptions after memorial 

services is the most important duty 

of the hospitality ministry since this 

is one way to provide a little comfort 

and offer a time of caring when the 

grieving family can be together. 

     If volunteering in WUMC‘s 

hospitality ministry is of interest to 

you, call Marie (759-1435) to talk 

about how you can become involved. 

There is always room for one more 

person who enjoys bringing people 

together. 

SHELLEY KAYNE 

Health Care Ministry 

In 1987 Shelley Kayne, along with 

her husband and two sons who are 

now 17 and 20 years old, transferred 

their membership to WUMC. That 

was a fortunate year for WUMC 

since Shelley discovered that she 

enjoys blending her 26 years of 

experience as a registered nurse with 

her spirituality by volunteering in 

WUMC‘s Health Care Ministry. It 

will be two years ago this September 

that discussions with Barbara 

Saltarella about encouraging good 

health in our congregation led 

Shelley to begin offering a monthly 

Blood Pressure Clinic at WUMC. 

     For the last two years on the 

second Sunday of each month, 

Shelley faithfully sets up an 

automated blood pressure cuff in the 

church library. She arrives around 

10:00 AM to take blood pressure 

readings before the 11:00 service, 

and stays until around 12:30 so 

people can stop by after the service. 

Shelley can even check the blood 

pressure of children since the cuff 

includes a pediatric mode. Shelley 

helps those who stop by the Blood 

Pressure Clinic on a regular basis to 

become familiar with their blood 

pressure range and know when they 

might need to talk with their 

physician about starting or adjusting 

medication. Shelley also enjoys 

educating people about health issues 

by providing monthly health care 

tidbits such as ideas for healthy 

eating and how exercise can impact 

blood pressure. 

     Shelley thoroughly enjoys 

blending her health care experience 

with her spirituality by providing a 

Christian setting at the Blood 

Pressure Clinic. A natural outflow of 

her efforts is a sense of camaraderie, 

caring, and support that is truly 

appreciated by those who stop in to 

see her each month. Call Shelley if 

you have experience in the health 

care field and would like to add your 

(Continued on page 14) 



name to the list of volunteers 

who occasionally fill-in for 

her at the Blood Pressure 

Clinic. Also, let Shelley 

know if you are interested in 

volunteering in WUMC‘s 

health care ministry as new 

projects are added. 

(Continued from page 13) 

DO YOU WANT TO 

PARTICIPATE IN  

YOUTH SUNDAY? 

Youth Sunday is fast upon us. Mark 

your calendar for June 18 and plan 

on coming to the 10:00 worship. 

Support our senior high youth and 

hear what our graduating seniors 

have on their minds. 

     If you are in grades 9-12 and 

want to participate OR if you are a 

graduating senior who would like to 

participate and haven‘t been 

contacted, call Megan Reichard 

NOW. (You don‘t have to write a 

message, you can participate 

musically, artistically or just by your 

presence if you want. If you have not 

been participating in youth group, it 

doesn‘t matter, you are invited to be 

part of this service.) 

 

BOOK CLUB PLANS FOR FALL  

The Book Club has finished its third 

successful year. Reading selections 

have been both fiction and 

nonfiction, all of which generated 

lively discussion. Perhaps the Book 

Club is in your future. The main 

goals are to enjoy fellowship 

together and to discuss life issues as 

presented in our reading. Even if 

reading a book each month is not 

your cup of tea, come anyway; you 

will be needed as a good listener.  

     We will not have a meeting in 

June. However, on July 14 we will 

gather at the home of Carol and 

Roger Forden at 6:00 PM for a 

picnic potluck supper. At that time, 

we will select our fall reading list. 

Bring a dish to share and plenty of 

book suggestions. The picnic is a fun 

way to wrap up one reading year and 

to launch into the next. We'd love to 

have you join us. 

Thank You From Open Door Nursery School 

play, co-operation, respect and self 

worth in our lessons. 

     The excellence of our staff and 

program along with our partnership 

with WUMC continues to flourish as 

we enter our 36th year. We 

appreciate the loyal support of the 

pastors, staff and trustees and 

without you there would be no Open 

Door. 

     Thanks again for the recognition, 

the lovely dinner and our ―giant 

Crayon awards‖! 

     Sincerely, 

     Mrs. Judy Knab 

     Director, ODNS  

On behalf of the staff of Open Door 

Nursery School, I would like to 

express our sincere thanks in 

receiving the Outstanding Ministry 

Award this year from WUMC. The 

legacy of ODNS within the walls of 

WUMC stands alone in this 

community. Parents time and time 

again tell us that there is something 

special about ODNS that they ―feel‖ 

the minute they enter the halls. Our 

presence here in this church truly 

enhances the spirit in which we go 

about our daily tasks. Along with our 

educational goals we strive to 

incorporate qualities of kindness, fair 

Pictured above are the Open Door Nursery School Teachers and Aides 

honored at the Laity Honoree Banquet which was held at Samuel’s Grande 

Manor on May 21. They are from left to right, front row: Amy Nelson, Colleen 

Wehner, Judy Knab, Wendy Amuso, and Melinda Bibko. Back row: Ellen Loos, 

Laura Szatkowski, Karen Carter and Roberta Sendker 

DID YOU TAKE SOME  

WHITE NAPKINS OR ALTAR 

LINENS HOME TO WASH?  

We appreciate the caring and 

thoughtfulness shown by all those who 

have taken the white polyester napkins 

and altar linens home to wash. If you 

could remember to bring them back 

soon, we‘d really be delighted. There 

are very few to be found at church. 



HIGH SCHOOL: 

Megan Beck will graduate from Maryvale High School with a 

degree in Cosmetology from the Harkness Center. She plans on 

attending the New York Institute of Massage in the fall.   ~   After 

graduating from Amherst Central High School this June, 

Christopher Rogerson plans to attend the Curtis Institute of Music 

in Philadelphia. The excerpted list of his many awards and honors 

includes the Eleanor Millonzi Scholarship Award from the Buffalo 

Philharmonic Orchestra; an Amherst Symphony Orchestra 

Scholarship; the Buffalo Chamber Music Society Silverman String 

Scholarship as well as having won the 2006 National Association 

for Music Education Composition Competition.   ~   After 

graduating from Williamsville South, Chelsea Truesdell plans on 

attending the University of Maryland. 

 

COLLEGE & ADVANCE DEGREES: 

Rex Cabaltica has finished his Masters Degree in Public Health 

from Harvard Medical School.   ~   Amanda Dickerman has 

earned her BS in Early Childhood and Special Education from 

Daemon College. She graduated May 20.   ~   Ben Dickerman is 

beginning his studies towards a PhD in biochemistry at Case 

Western Reserve which is located in Cleveland, Ohio.   ~   Craig 

Howard has earned a BA in History from Denison University in 

Granville, Ohio.   ~   In May, Elizabeth Killian graduated with a 

Doctorate in Physical Therapy from the Emory University School 

of Medicine in Atlanta, Ga. She has accepted a position at 

Shepherd Center in Atlanta. Shepherd is a catastrophic care hospital 

which specializes in therapy for patients with spinal cord or 

acquired brain injury or neuromuscular illnesses.   ~   Megan 

Prokes received a Bachelor of Music degree in violin performance 

from Carnegie Mellon University on May 20. She plans to stay in 

Pittsburgh to pursue a Master‘s degree.   ~   Bethany Rogerson has 

graduated from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor with a BA 

from the Program in the Environment. Bethany graduated with 

honors and she will be working as a paralegal in the law firm of 

Paul, Weiss, in Manhattan.   ~   Lauren Truesdell graduated from 

Harvard University this spring with a Bachelor‘s in Government 

and a citation in Spanish. 

 

GOT A GRADUATE? If anyone from your family graduates from 

high school, college or receives an advanced degree this year and 

you would like the news announced in the July newsletter, please 

call 634-4800 and leave a message. Let us know who‘s graduating, 

from where, with what degree and any academic honors or 

achievements you‘d like us to mention. (High school seniors, let us 

know where you‘ll be in the fall.) Information can also be emailed 

to wumc@williamsvilleumc.org. The last possible date to get the 

information to the church office is Tuesday, June 20. 

Graduation 
Announcements 

Joys and Celebrations 

Alexander Vannoy Guffey arrived in this world 

Wednesday, April 12. The proud parents are 

Susan and Matthew Guffey. Grandparents 

Karen and Jon Patterson are overjoyed at the 

birth of their first grandchild. Alex and his 

parents live in Rochester. 

 

Irene & Bob Hayman‘s daughter, Nancy, and 

her husband, Tom, have adopted a Korean baby. 

He was born November 13, 2005. They are all 

thrilled to have him finally arrive home. (This 

being the Hayman‘s first experience at being a 

grandparents.) Nancy and Tom picked him up at 

JFK airport and flew home early on May 4. His 

name is Noah Claxton. 

 

Congratulations to Jeff and Brooke Arber on the 

birth of Nolan Westbrook Arber on Friday, May 

5. Brooke‘s parents, Karl and Beth Hutchinson, 

joyfully join the ranks of first time grandparents. 

 

On Sunday, May 28 Maxwell Michael Walker 

was baptized into the family of faith. Max is the 

son of Julia and Keith Walker. Max's aunt, 

Holly Julicher, and uncle, Michael Cheman, 

stood as his sponsors. On that same date we also 

baptized Noah Song Claxton who is the son of 

Nancy and Thomas Claxton. Noah's uncle, 

Robert Hayman, and aunt, Karen Manley, were 

his sponsors. 

 

NOTE OF THANKS 

On behalf of the United Methodist Women, I 

would like to thank the knitters of our 

congregation who made prayer shawls that were 

blessed at WUMC and sent to the Assembly of 

UMW in Anaheim, California in May. Over 

2,000 shawls were received and many more 

were brought to the meeting. The response was 

overwhelming to the organizers and I share with 

you their warm thank you.     - Carol Forden 

 

HELP WANTED WITH  

ALLENTOWN BOOTH 

Don Langreck is in need of help. He is going to 

have a showing at the Allentown Arts Festival 

on June 10 & 11. He will have a stall on Allen, 

west of Delaware, booth A135. He is looking 

for someone to help with the sales and money, 

this will be a paid position. The hours are from 

11-6 both days. Please call Don. 

     Congratulations Don on your first-time- 

trying acceptance by the Festival’s judges. 



Our Staff and Lay Leaders Are Here to Help You 
Lead Pastor: Gail Lewis 

Associate Pastor: Daryl Bennett 
Directors of Music: Judith Stafford and Wendy Amuso 

Director of Christian Education: Judith Toone 
Pastoral Assistant for Visitation: Barbara Saltarella 
Seminary Intern & Disability Advocate: Chris Wylie 

Church Administrator: Michele Grammer 
Custodian: Mary Ann Horey   Housekeeping: Donna Seiler 

Sunday Nursery Care: Kathleen Ciccone, 
Amanda Dickerman and Megan Beck 

ññññññð 
Coordinating Lay Leader: Neil Kratzer 
Communication Ministry: Chris Wylie 

Family Life Ministry: Linda Sheriff 
Member Care Ministry: Barbara Saltarella 
Outreach & Missions Ministry: Kevin Lyttle 

Relational Ministries: Donna & Charles Seiler 
Worship Ministries: Wendy Fortune 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Chair: James Jones 
Trustee Chair: John Tschamler 

Stewardship & Finance Chair: Rosemary Elliott 
Treasurer: Lori Pacer 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Church family and friends may request special 

prayers through the Prayer Chain. Please call 

Bob or Irene Hayman to place  

your request. 

 

I f  yo u  ha ve  a  pa s t ora l  n ee d ,  p l e as e  

c a l l  t he  ch ur c h  o f f i ce  ( 63 4 - 48 0 0)  

a n d  l e av e  a  me ss ag e .  Y o u m ay   

a l s o  ca l l  Rev .  Lew is  o r  P as t or   

Be n net t  a nd  t a l k  to  t he m d i rec t ly .  

 

T he  church  of f ice  i s  open  Monday -

Fr iday  f rom 9 :00  AM to  3 :00  PM.  

S t a r t i ng  J une  19  t he  hour s  wi l l  

change  t o  9 :00  AM to  1 :00  PM,   

Monday to  T hur sday.  

Call the 

church 

office  

634-4800  

If you, or 

someone 

you know, 

would benefit from 

receiving a large print 

copy of the newsletter. 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Our most heartfelt sympathy is with Raymond and 

Jennifer Walter and their young son Ray, in their 

overwhelming sadness and grief upon the unexpected 

death of their newborn sons, Zachary John and Alexander 

William, on May 22. 

 

Two-year old Christian Showers, son of Darren & Amy 

Showers, and grandson of Rev. Merle and Carolyn 

Showers was taken by ambulance to Roswell Park with 

an infection in his feeding tube, and continues to undergo 

radiation treatments and therapy. If you would like to 

follow this small child's journey, you can log on to the 

families blog at www.ChristianShowers.blogspot.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

SOME HEARING DEVICES ARE MISSING 

If you use or have used one of the church‘s hearing 

devices during worship, please check to make sure you 

didn‘t inadvertently bring one home. Returning it as soon 

as possible would be most appreciated. Thank you. 


