
Fond Fairwell 
The first of July is quickly coming and the 

congregation is going to find new pastors 

leading the church. My stay at Williamsville 

UMC was too brief, but that is the lot of a 

United Methodist minister. I have enjoyed my 

time with you folks. Everyone has been very 

supportive and kind to me. You are a good 

church with many gifts and talents for ministry. 

I am sure your new pastors are going to feel the 

same way. They are going to be new and may 

not do things the way Daryl, Gail, or John do them. That is a good thing. There is 

nothing like a little change to spice things up. New roads and new directions are fun 

and exciting to take, and I am sure you will love your new ministers as much as you 

have loved your past ones. 

I would like to encourage you to make Rev. Neal and the new associate feel welcome 

by inviting them into your homes for dinner. Maybe take lunch to the new associate 

on the day he moves into the parsonage. Stop by the office and introduce yourself or 

invite them out to coffee. If all else fails, bring them a homemade pie or cookies - the 

same kind of goodies that made me feel welcomed. 

My feeling is the church will be in good hands with the new ministry team, and I will 

always think of the 

congregation at 

Williamsville fondly 

with love and 

appreciation. 

Thank You,  

Reverend John 
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From Your Pastors 

May 2009 
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Peace be with you…. 
I have been putting off this article because I do not 
like “goodbyes.” It recently occurred to me that this 
is not a “goodbye,” but instead it is a “so long” or 
“see you later.” 

As Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 so beautifully states: 

There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under heaven: 
a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather 
them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain, 
a time to search and a time to give up, 
a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace. 

This is my time to move to a new appointment and 
this is your time to receive a new appointment. So 
we will all be journeying into some new and 
unknown territory. I do not know about all of you, 
but it is frightening and exciting, as are many 
changes in life. Yet we know that God is with us and 
that our ultimate purpose in everything we do is to 
know, love, and serve God. During this time of 
transition whereby we acknowledge the ambiguities 
of life, let us remember to remain open to the rich 
and mysterious ways in which God will reveal its 
meaning. 

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the 
opportunity to serve at Williamsville United 
Methodist Church and to share in your journeys. The 

past nine years 
have been a 
blessing and I 
thank God for that 
and for all of you. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor 

Daryl 
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Brief Sketch of Our New Pastor 
The Reverend Richard W. Neal, whom 
Bishop Matthews expects to appoint lead 
pastor of our congregation effective July 1, 
comes to us with more than 35 years of 
diverse professional experience as a pastor 
in congregational, denominational, and 
nonprofit leadership; conflict mediation; 
and scholarly publishing and commercial 
printing. His strengths include preaching, 
Bible study, life-centered education, 
organizational planning and transitional 
development, and writing. 
 
Ordained in 1984, Rich has served 
congregations in the Southern Illinois, 
Northern New Jersey, Troy, and Western 
New York annual conferences, including 
appointments as an intentional interim 
ministry specialist in United Church of Christ and Presbyterian 
congregations, one being Williamsville’s North Presbyterian 
Church. During his ministry, Rich has served as chairperson of 
his conference boards of discipleship and ordained ministry 
and has been a partner in a private divorce and family 
mediation practice. 
 
Before coming to parish ministry, Rich worked as a book 
designer and directed the production operations of two 
scholarly publishers – the University of Missouri Press and 
Southern Illinois University Press – and worked for a time 
before that in the commercial printing industry. 
 
Pastor Neal has a strong commitment to community service. 
Among other activities, he has: 

Served as commander of a Civil Air Patrol squadron 
Developed the first United Methodist summer retreat 

ministry for persons with AIDS 
Founded a not-for-profit transitional housing corporation 

for persons with AIDS 
Served on the board of directors of the United Methodist 

retirement center in Saratoga Springs 
 
Currently, Pastor Neal serves as a director of Habitat for 
Humanity/Buffalo. He is also a director of Niagara Frontier City 
Ministries and is chairperson of the Niagara Frontier District 
Council. 
 
Rich’s personal interests include reading and writing, hiking, 
photography, typography and graphic design, bowling, 
watching old movies (and even newer ones), and spending as 
much time as possible with his wife Sheryl, who is director of 
social work at Beechwood Continuing Care, and their cairn 



Sunday, June 21, Fathers’ Day 
"For you know that we dealt with each of 

you as a father deals with his own children, 
encouraging, comforting, and urging you to 
live lives worthy of God, who calls you into 

his kingdom and glory." 
1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 (NIV) 

Our fathers, biological or other, have a 
special role in the life of a child. A father 
lovingly blesses and affirms his child for a 
solid foundation to grow into a healthy, 
well-adjusted adult. Fathers, grandfathers, 
uncles, neighbors, Sunday School teachers, 

and all men that impact a child’s life are God’s instruments to make that 
child feel loved and accepted as part of a family - not for what they have 
done, but for whom they are. A father’s encouragement instills love, 
hope, confidence, and courage in children as they grow up and move out 
into the world. A father provides comfort, compassion, patience, and 
grace in times of need. A father also gives direction and assistance that 
urges a child to live life as a Christian called to share in God’s kingdom. 

A Heavenly Example 

God illustrates this in the blessing of His Son at the time of Jesus’ 
baptism and entry into ministry… 

“Then Jesus, when He had been baptized, came up immediately from the 
water; and behold the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon him. And 
suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son in 

whom I am well pleased.’” 
Matthew 3:16, 17 (NIV) 

Notice this blessing is said out loud. It is also unconditional and 
continues throughout Jesus’ ministry. In the years after Jesus’ baptism 
God would instruct the apostles to listen to Jesus. The Spirit of God was 
with Jesus supporting and guiding Him as He completed His ministry here 
on earth. 

A father's affirmation and blessing plays a crucial role in the emotional 
and spiritual development of a child. Have you had a father, biological or 
other, in your life that has blessed and affirmed you? Fathers’ Day is a 
time when you can honor each of the “fathers” in your life for all they 
are and how they have influenced your life in such a positive way. 

~ Submitted by Kim Weingartner 

Family Life News 
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terrier Logan in the home they 
share in Snyder. 

Events and Dates 
to Remember  

 

Saturday, June 6, Chicken BBQ 

Sunday, June 7, Forty Fellowship 
Recognition Sunday 
Note: Summer worship 
service hours begin on June 
7 when we have only one 
Sunday service at 10:00 
a.m. until the first Sunday 
in September. 

Sunday, June 14, Church Picnic 

“Fathers of Blessing” – Fathers’ Day,  June 21 



Family Life News 

Dates to Remember 
Monday, June 8, 6:00 p.m.  
Christian Education Team and Teacher picnic at 
Jami Knapp’s 

Sunday, June 14, 10:00 a.m.  
Recognition of Graduating Seniors 

Monday, June 15   
Christian Education Team Meeting 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. planning for K through 4th grade 
7:30 – 8:30 p.m. planning for 5th through 12th 
grades 
 
Sunday, June 21, 10:00 a.m.  
Teacher Recognition Sunday 

August 3 ς 7 
Vacation Bible School – Camp E.D.G.E. 
(Experience & Discover God Everywhere!) 
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Christian Education Team Meeting – June 15 

Our last Christian Education Team Meeting before taking off for 

the summer will be held Monday, June 15. We are already 

planning next year by looking at different curriculums, planning 

topics, and mapping out next year’s calendar. From 6:30 – 7:30 

p.m., we will be planning for our 

Kindergarten through 4th grades. 

Planning for our 5th through 12th grades 

will follow from 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  

All are welcome to attend! 

End-of-Year Christian Education Celebration 

It’s time to celebrate another amazing year together! To all who 

either served on the Christian Education team or helped teach 

this year, we invite you to join us on June 8 at 6:00 p.m. for a 

picnic at Jami Knapp’s home. Please bring a chair and a dish to 

share - Christian Education will supply the rest. RSVP to Judy 

Toone at 634-4800. 

Children’s Christian Education Congratulations to Our 
Senior High and College 
Graduates! 

Please join us on Sunday,  
June 14 at 10:00 a.m. as we 
send off our graduating high 
school seniors with a gift and 
a blessing! Congratulations to 
the following high school seniors: 

Sarah Hein 
Zachary Jones 
Gretchen Pascolini 
Devon Powers 
Sarah Roesch 
Amanda Sheriff 
Allison Soucise 
Adam “A.J.” Speier 

We also want to congratulate the following college 
graduates: 

Ian Brost - Graduated from Allegheny where 
he majored in Political Science 

Kate DelGobbo - Graduated from Niagara 
University where she majored in Hotel and 
Restaurant Management 

Kathryn Duthie - Graduated from Baldwin 
Wallace where she majored in Accounting 

Kristen Duthie - Graduated from Allegheny 
where she majored in Physics 

Courtney Howard - Graduated from SUNY 
Oneonta where she majored in Music 
Industry 

John Stevens IV - Graduated from Berklee 
College of Music where he majored in 
Professional Music 

Laura Watson - Graduated from Bentley 
University where she majored in Corporate 
Accounting and Finance 

Jessica Wolf - graduated from St. John Fisher 
where she majored in Early Childhood and 
Special Education 

Daryl Bennett – Our very own Pastor Daryl 
graduated from United Theological Seminary 
with a Masters in Divinity! 

Congratulations to all of our graduating senior high 
and college students!! 



Recognition of Teachers 
Another fabulous year has just 

flown by! Please join us on 

Sunday, June 21 at 10:00 a.m. as 

we recognize the contributions 

made to our Christian Education 

ministry. We will be presenting 

each teacher, as well as those 

serving on our Education Team, 

with a small gift of appreciation. If 

for some reason you are not able 

to attend on June 21, please let 

Judy Toone know in advance. 

Without the amazing volunteers 

listed below, we would not be able 

to provide the variety of high 

quality programs we have 

available for our children, youth, 

and adults. Please join us in 

thanking the following members 

METHODIST  MESSENGER  
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Kathy Ciccone  Amanda Dickerman  Shannon Casterline  

Wendy Fortune  Andrea Reinhart  Sarah Hein  

Cheri Pascoe Carol Descutner  Debbie Hein  

Lori Ann Brown  Jami Knapp  Sheila Ransbottom  

Toni Clancy  Victoria McVay  Kim Weingartner  

Tony DelGobbo Shelley Kayne  Neil Kratzer  

Jennifer Sly  Carol Forden  Kaitlyn Duthie  

Pam Curcio  Bruce Wattle  Kathy Meyer  

Wes Shute Linda Gordon  Bob Bauer  

Nikki Assad  Glenn Speller  Greta Speller  

Amy Roberts  Linda Hottum  Ron Leonardi  

Barbara Manhardt  Cheryl Thomas  Tammy Wise  

Cindy Steimer  Barbara Salterella  Reverend Gail 

Reverend John  

Wetherwax  
Pastor Daryl Bennett   

of our team (If we forgot someone, please let us know 

so we can update our list!): 

Join us this year August 3 – 7 as we go on an extreme 

adventure to Camp E.D.G.E. where we Experience and 

Discover God Everywhere! We are once again co-hosting 

this event with St. Paul’s Lutheran and Faith United 

Church of Christ. This year the host church is St. Paul’s 

Lutheran. Join us as we trek to the Promised Land, to 

Bethlehem, the Pharisee’s House, the Upper Room, and 

even to Galilee! Once again, we will offer a freewill 

offering dinner available in our “Mess Hall” at 6:00 p.m. 

with the camp running from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Registration forms are located in the hallway outside 

Calling All Campers - We’re Going On An Extreme Adventure! 



Childrenõs Christian Education Flash 

METHODIST  MESSENGER  

month in The Messenger. Please 

contact Judy Toone at 634-4800 or 

jtoone@williamsvilleumc.org to 

share the gifts and talents, joys 

and special achievements of your 

child/children. 

Camp Asbury and Camp 
Findley 

It’s almost summertime! Do you 

remember the days when you 

couldn’t wait for summer to come 

so you could go to camp? This 

summer, why not send your child 

to a United Methodist camp? Your 

children will enjoy the same 

wonderful camping skills they 

would elsewhere such as 

swimming, hiking, horseback 

riding, canoeing, and archery - just 

to name a few. But, they have the 

added bonus at UMC camps of 

being in an environment where 

they are living their faith each day! 

All those benefits for such a 

reasonable price! Camp 

brochures, registration forms, and 

additional information can be 
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Assistant Counselors (Youth 
helpers) 

Campers willing to set up camp 
(We need those clever enough 
to turn St. Paul’s Lutheran into 
an extreme adventure!) 

Celebrate Children 

Our children at WUMC are making 

huge differences in their schools 

and communities whether through 

academics, music, sports, and 

volunteer work, as well as extra 

involvement in our church 

community. The Christian 

Education Team would love to 

highlight the special things 

happening with our children each 

Fillmore Hall - look for the bear, but 

be careful not to feed him! Please 

leave completed forms in Judy 

Toone’s mailbox in the office. 

While we are not hosting VBS this 

year, we still need all the help we 

can get! If you are interested in 

helping in any of the following areas, 

please contact Judy Toone at  

634-4800: 

Small group leaders for: 
Preschoolers (ages 3 and 4) 
Kindergarteners, 
3rd graders on up 
Mess Hall Cookers and Servers 
Recreation Counselors 
Craft Counselors 

Volunteers Needed for Camp E.D.G.E VBS 



Nurture and Visitation Reflections 
Adult Christian Education Update 

ADULT 

CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

accessed at 

www.wnyumc.org. 

Also, see Judy Toone 

or call the church 

office (634-4800) for more information. 

Scholarships are available if need be, so 

please don’t let the cost stop you from this 

wonderful summertime experience! 

Are you interested in developing a deeper 

understanding of the Bible and, as a result, 

a deeper faith? Greg Valentine, who joined 

WUMC recently, will be leading a study 

called "Disciple: Becoming Disciples 

through Bible Study" beginning in 

September 2009. This 34-week long study 

will cover about 70% of the Bible through 

a combination of: 

Daily reading of about 30 minutes per 
day 
Weekly 2 1/2 hour sessions that include 
presentations from Bible scholars and 
group discussion 

The Disciple Bible Study is an intensive 

program that requires true commitment 

from participants - and it is well worth it! 

All views are welcome as we learn from 

each other. 

Greg has over 15 years of experience 

leading disciple study groups and can 

vouch for the great impact these studies 

have on the lives of individuals and 

congregations. Greg’s current plan is to 

have the sessions on Sunday afternoons, 
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New Disciple Bible Study  
Beginning September 2009 



with childcare provided. 

Please prayerfully 

consider joining this 

Disciple group. Contact 

Greg if you are 

interested in this study 

or have any questions. 

WUMC’s partner church 

in Buffalo, Seneca 

Street Church, is holding an after-school program 

(Buffalo city schools are in session for the first half of the 

summer) from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in July and 

August. They are continuing their outreach to the whole 

community during the summer by providing some much-

needed supervised activities for kids in the Babcock-

Seneca neighborhood. As a result, the needs of Seneca 

Street Church are significant! 

WUMC has agreed to sponsor one of the summer 

"camp" field trips. We are going to send the group to the 

Rochester Museum and Science Center, which is their 

"furthest from home" trip of the summer! To cover the 

cost of bus rental, admission to the museum, and a 

snack for the trip, we need to provide about $800. We 

need the help of everyone to reach this goal! We will be 

taking a special collection on June 14 to support this trip, 

so please be generous with your donations on that day - 

or at any time! Just mark your contribution on June 14 

for the Seneca Street Summer Outing. 

If any of you – whether youth or adult - can spend an 

afternoon once a week this summer, or even for just one 

or two weeks, to help with this program, please let Kevin 

Lyttle know of your willingness to participate. Kevin will 

let you know who to contact for additional information. 

You don't need any special expertise, just a willingness 

to help with a great program! 

June 7 is Picnic Time at Seneca Street Church - We're Providing the Food! 

WUMC is providing a picnic dinner for the folks attending Seneca Street Church's Sunday service on June 7. 

The dinner, which will be served at 3:00 p.m., includes chicken salad, assorted side 

salads, rolls and butter, and a fantastic selection of desserts! Can you help by providing 

some of the food? Or maybe you like to help serve the meal? We'll provide recipes for 

the side salads or you can use your own! We will also be glad to have you provide your 

favorite dessert to serve six to eight. If you can help, please contact Kevin Lyttle or leave 

your name with Denise in the church office. 
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Missions & Outreach Musings 

Seneca Street Church is Our Missions and Outreach Focus for June 



Peace with Justice Sunday – June 7 
Doors to Justice1 

Missionary Rick Jost found a simple way to make a 

difference – solar ovens! 

"Motivation for what we do is the crushing poverty in 

Haiti," Rick said. "It brings many people to tears when 

they see how these people live." Peace with Justice 

Sunday witnesses to 

God's demand for a faithful, 

just, disarmed, and secure 

world. Drinking dirty 

water and cooking over 

open fires - because one 

has no choice - are justice 

issues. By building and 

taking solar ovens to Haiti, Rick and other United 

Methodists help poor families pasteurize drinking 

water and cook healthy meals in a safe environment. 

Established by the 1988 General Conference, Peace 

with Justice Sunday supports programs that advocate 

peace and justice at home and around the world. Since 

half of the offerings collected by your annual 

conference is retained to fund local peace with justice 

programs, you can see a difference made locally. In 

addition, half of the offering is remitted to the General 

Board of Church and Society to help fund U.S. and 

global work in social action, public-policy education 

and advocacy. 

To get involved, you can contact the Peace with Justice 

Coordinator in your annual conference, as mandated 

by the 2004 Book of Discipline. In addition, you can 

give online to Peace with Justice Sunday at any time 

(https://donate.gcfa.org/searchfunds.aspx). 

Together, we can work together for a faithful and 

loving world for all and bring hope for our future. 

Advance Planning Can 
Help Our Church Make 
Money! 

Do you know in advance when you 

are going to do your grocery 

shopping? How about graduation 

gifts? Regular visits to home improvement stores? 

Frequent stops at your favorite coffee spot? 

By planning in advance, you can take advantage of the 

Scrip program offered at WUMC and help raise funds 

for our Shared Ministries efforts. 

Many of you have already participated in the Scrip 

program. If it has been awhile since you last placed an 

order, we are waiting for you to return. If you have not 

participated yet, it is an easy thing to do. All of the 

information is available in the Oakgrove entrance on 

the wall near the coatroom. You can sign-up and 

participate online or just fill out an order form and we 

will take it from there. 

For your everyday regular shopping, graduation gifts, 

or for special occasions such as FATHERS’ DAY, 

participate in the Scrip program and help WUMC reach 

our mission objectives. If you have any questions, 

please see Dave Reichard. 
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Stewardship Thoughts 



How Has the Economy  
Affected  
Missions?2 
The General Board of Global 
Ministries reduced its 2009-
operating budget by $3.9 million, or 
7 percent, but the New York-based 
agency did not reduce the number 
of missionaries. The 2009 budget of 
$57.6 million does not include the 
Women's Division or the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 

At present, the agency has some 220 standard-support 
missionaries, mostly serving outside the United States. 
The average annual cost of each of these missionaries, 
including salaries, benefits and other expenditures, is 
$55,000, which does not factor the retirement costs for 
health and pension. The costs of missionaries in other 
service categories are shared with the institutions or 
annual conferences to which they are assigned. 

"We will soon be issuing a challenge to the church to 
ensure the future of missionary support through both 
World Service and designated gifts through The 
Advance," said the Rev. Ed Paup, general secretary of 
the Board of Global Ministries. "This may be exactly the 
right time to let our membership know that we cannot 
sustain missionary levels even as they are now without 
greater commitment from congregations and 
individuals." 

--The Rev. J. Richard Peck, retired member of the New 
York Conference and communications director, General 
Commission on United Methodist Men, Nashville, Tenn. 

 

1 Special Sundays - Peace with Justice Sunday - 
Overview. http://www.umcgiving.org/site/
c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3833883/ 
k.F990/
cial_Sundays__Peace_with_Justice_Sunday__Overview.
htm 
2 “How has the economy affected missions?”, UMC 101, 
Interpreter, May/June 2009, p. 42. 
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Stewardship Thoughts 

Flower Sale Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your participation in the Flower Sale.  

We sold over $2,200 worth of flowers with a profit of 

about $700 to date. Additional income that has not yet 

been tallied was provided by the purchase of extra 

flowers. Here we give a special thank you to all the 

"flower girls": Denise Barham, Joan Berghash, Nancy 

Cimbal, Bonnie Hazlett, Shelley Kayne, Ann Killian, Beth 

Laubish, and Lyn Updike. 

Sincerely, 

The 2009 Flower Committee 



Meet Our Newest WUMC Members 

On April 19, WUMC was blessed to welcome the six 

people listed below into our church family. Please 

extend a warm welcome to each of these new 

members when you have a chance to meet them. 

Barbara Kane is transferring membership from 

Central Park Methodist Church in Buffalo. 

Barbara lives near WUMC in Williamsville and is 

a retired medical social worker. She enjoys 

watercolor painting, the piano, and spending 

time with her family. 

Shaena Kershner lives in Amherst and works in 

Marketing at Fisher Price. When living in 

Altoona, PA, she attended Christ Community 

Church. In addition, Shaena enjoys reading and 

travelling. 

Priscilla Koch is transferring membership from 

Central Park Methodist Church in Buffalo. 

Priscilla lives in Hamburg and is self-employed. 

She enjoys reading, golf, bowling, art, 

needlepoint, and traveling. 

Suzanne LiBassi and David Mansfield live in 

Williamsville and are engaged to be married in 

July. David is a schoolteacher and Suzanne is a 

teacher and social worker. They both enjoy 

reading, exercising, and travel. In addition, Suzy 

enjoys singing and scrapbooking while Dave 

enjoys sports. 

Kim Weingartner lives in Lockport and comes 

to WUMC from Faith UMC. In addition to 

working in the food preparation industry, Kim 

enjoys sewing, needlepoint, and gardening. 

Community Bulletin Board 
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Camp Asbury Needs Summer Staff 

Camp Asbury is looking for staff to work at the 

camp this summer. They still need: 

1 Female Core Counselor (at least 18 years old) 
1 Water Safety Instructor 
2 Lifeguards 
1 Afternoon Cook (at least 21 years of age) 

If you would like to apply for one of these 

positions, please contact Larry Wiliford at 

sburydirector@rochester.rr.com or 585-237-5262. 

Camp Findley Needs 
Kitchen Manager 
Camp Findley, a Christian 

camp and retreat center on 

Findley Lake, is looking for a 

person to manage all aspects related to the 

preparation and serving of food at the camp. The 

successful candidate must be at least 21 years old 

and should have the desire and ability to: 

Make a positive difference in the lives of others 
Work with and motivate others 
Manage a budget 
Multitask 
Be flexible and innovative when unforeseen 
circumstances or problems arise. 

A current Food Service Certificate or equivalent is 

preferable. Candidates should also have is 

experience planning and preparing meals for 

groups of between 10 and 100 people. Please 

direct inquiries and résumés to: 

Kitchen Manager Search Committee 
c/o Camp Findley 
2334 Sunnyside Road 
Clymer, NY 14724 
(716) 769-7146 



Community Bulletin Board 

Join the Newsletter 
Mail Crew! 

You may not be aware of this, 

but a loyal group of people 

gather in the church parlor on 

the last Friday of each month 

at 9:30 a.m. to prepare our monthly newsletter for 

mailing. This group is lovingly referred to as our “Mail 

Crew.” Since our numbers have been dwindling lately, 

we are inviting you to join us for a cup of coffee and 

warm fellowship as we collate, fold, tape, and place 

mailing labels on the newsletters. When we have 

plenty of people, our work is finished by 11:00. Call 

Denise Barham in the church office if you need more 

information. Otherwise, we look forward to having 

you join the ranks of the Mail Crew next month! 

2009 School of Christian Mission –  
July 23-25 

Mark your calendars for the 2009 School of Christian 

Mission that will be held on July 23-25 at Daemen 

College, 4380 Main St., Amherst, NY. This year’s theme 

is "Together at the Table." The School of Christian 

Mission is co-sponsored by the WNY Board of Global 

Ministries and the WNY Conference of United 

Methodist Women. All participants will take the "Food 

and Faith" Spiritual Growth Study led by Rev. David 

Lubba. For the second study, participants can choose to 

attend one of the following classes: 

"The Beauty and Courage of Sudan" led by Elmira 
Nazombe or Dr. David Snyder 

"Giving our Hearts Away: Native American Survival" 
led by Genie Bank. 

The School begins on Thursday morning and continues 

through Saturday afternoon. The cost for attending as a 

commuter is $110, which includes registration and most 

meals. The cost to stay in the dorms at Daemen College 

and receive all meals is $185. A one-day overview, 

which includes lunch, is offered on Saturday, July 25, for 

$35 for those who cannot attend all three days. 

We hope you will consider attending the School of 

Christian Mission. If you would like to attend or have 

questions about the registration process, please call 

Carol Forden. 

Annual WUMC Women’s Retreat, 
September 11-12 

Calling all WUMC women – mark your calendar now to 

save Friday and Saturday, September 11 and 12, to 

attend the Annual WUMC Women’s Retreat at Stella 

Niagara Center of Renewal. In early July, a Retreat 

Sign-up Sheet will be posted in the church narthex. In 

addition, as the date approaches more information 

about this years’ inspirational topic will be provided. 

The cost of the retreat will include a private bedroom 

for each woman, breakfast and lunch on Saturday, 

craft supplies, and coffee/tea service throughout the 

retreat. So, be sure to set 

aside September 11 and 12 

as a special time to 

meditate, draw closer to 

God, and deepen friendships 

with our sisters in Christ. 
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Community Bulletin Board 

WUMC has two 

recycling programs 

that you can 

participate to help 

our efforts to Go 

Green! First, you can place recyclable papers in 

the green and yellow Paper Retriever® Bin 

located at the back of our parking lot. 

Recyclable paper products include newspapers, 

magazines, catalogs, school and office papers, 

and mail. The more paper we collect in this bin, 

the more money the church earns! 

Second, you can support the άbƛŎƪŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

[ƻǊŘέ program by placing your returnable 

bottles and recyclable cans in the three 

containers located in the following spots: 1) at 

the bottom of the stairs at the Oakgrove 

entrance; 2) in the parlor by the coffee makers; 

and 3) in the kitchen by the refrigerator. Please 

do not use these containers for other garbage. 

Our first load of bottles and cans yielded 125 

Nickels for the Lord, for a total of $6.25! 

Prayer Chain 
Church family and 

friends may request 

special prayers through 

the Prayer Chain by 

calling Bob or Irene Hayman. 
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OUR STAFF AND LAY LEOUR STAFF AND LAY LEOUR STAFF AND LAY LEADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOUADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOUADERS ARE HERE TO HELP YOU   

Senior Pastor: John Wetherwax 

Senior Pastor (Retired): Gail Lewis  

Associate Pastor for Congregational Life: Daryl Bennett 

Director of Christian Education: Judith Toone 

Pastoral Assistant for Nurture & Visitation: Barbara Saltarella 

Music Directors: Judith Stafford and Wendy Amuso 

Church Administrator: Denise Barham 

Financial Secretary: Debbie Barnes 

Nursery Care Supervisor: Kathleen Ciccone 

Nursery Care Assistants: Amanda Dickerman and Shannon Casterline 

Trustee Chair: Ed Howard 

Staff & Pastor Parish Relations Chair: Jack Killian 

Stewardship & Finance Chair: Rosemary Elliott 

Coordinating Lay Leader & Treasurer: Dave Reichard 

Communication Ministries: Sondra Scott  

Family Life Ministries: Kim Weingartner 

Membership Care Ministries: Bonnie Hazlett 

Memorials & Columbarium Ministries: Sally Jost 

Open Door Nursery School Lay Leader: Susan Wattle 

Outreach & Missions Ministries: Kevin Lyttle 

Relational Ministries: Donna Seiler 

Worship Ministries: Cheryl Thomas 

Newsletter Editors: Sondra Scott and Rachel Zeller 

Please submit your articles, 

news, announcements, etc. for 

inclusion in the next Messenger 

to Sondra Scott.  

Thank you!  

Recycling Programs Help 
WUMC Go Green! 


